








THE BAPTIST CEMETERY on Cemetery Hill Road page four

On top of a breezy hill, overlcoking the Taconic Valley
Range, with Stephentown snuggled in its hills and valleysg, lisg
the resting place of some 682 people of all creeds. Pine trees,
rich green ghrubbery and carefully trimmed grass surround the
flower adorned graves. Commonly known as the Baptist Cemetery,
this cemetery became incoxporated in 1905, when Stephentown
acquired more land. Since then it's official name hag been
The Stephentown Cemetery, Inc.

The original Baptist Church of Stephentown was built
within its boundaries. The graves of the deacong, elders and
their families were placed near the church., They faced eastward
toward the rising sun to await their rissn Son and God. Some
of the first settlerg of Stephentown were buried there before
the turn of the 18th century. As the Baptist membership flourighed
in the 19th century, one will note that the mzjority of stones
represented followers of the Baptist faith. Most first names
were Biblicsl, such as Rachel;, Isaiah, Exekigl, Marths, Esther,
Rebecca and Benjamin. There is an excepti n a Thankful and
a Patience. Well known last names are G er, Sheldon, Douglas,
Sweet, Roge, Brown, Goodri@ﬁhittendeb rr, Hall, Pesse,

Carpenter, Osgood, and Lap
‘ ‘ were N&"whi‘lg

A few more interesting gerva"‘gts '
visiting this historical site. Maz#ges we ‘iiithin the

piloneer families of Stephentown, dea med Edward Carr
contributed singularly to this wiveg , Infantc
and maternal desths were co y and one
cannot but wonder the cause
Yet, longevity was not a 1lon. eldon plots,
consisting of nine grav ' heldon Hill
in 1955.
A cruel fire devasted the 1933 and took
with it the cemetery's only records. ~two yearg later
Mr, Clarence Carpenter and Mr., Amery Hzll “saw this cemetery
&8 a jungle snd began their devoted project of restoring the
grounds. Some work must.yet be done zs several stones aras
overturned or earth aunken, Unfoviunately, wany other stones
are weather eroded meking it impossible to read the fnscriptions.
It ie the aim of the Stephentown Historical Society and
the hopes of other interested persons, that the records now
beingz made be kept updatid and that the restoration be continued.

--Pat Davig



The officers for the preseat year sre

President «~'Mrs. Agoes Coates ‘page five
Vice Prermideut - Mrs. Cyathia Pease
Recording Secretary - -"Mra. Letitia Hespelein

Corresponding Secretary -- Mrs., Frances Rathbun
‘Treasurer - Miss Janet Atwater . .
Student co-ordinalor - Mrs. Susan Cooper

Trustees are:

Mz, Alian Brown

Mrs.  Thelma Tomlinson
'Mr. Ross Coates

Mr. Calvin Keayon

Mr. Albert Silvernail
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