






TTIE BAPTIST CEMETERY on eenetery H1"1.1 Roed
page touf,' n

On top of, a bxeezy hLtr t o over-l.ookt"ng the Taeonl"e Valley
Rangeo i,;:i th St,ephentown snuggled tn lts hll ls and valleye e l.J-rg
Ehe resttng plaee of soue 682 people of all ereeds " Pi"ne trees,
rLeh Breen ehrubbery and cerefully trtmed grass surround the
floner edorned Braves,, (]o@nly known ss the Bapttst Cemeterlo
thf.s eemetery treeame fneorporated {.n 1905 o when Stephentorn
acgutrerl more land' Stnee then t*Dsr offflel-al ftrne has been
The Stephentown Geme$erl, Inc"

The orf,glnal. Baptl"st Ghtrrch of Stephentown ffis bul,lt
wfthfn f cs boune{artes , The Braves of the deacone o eldere and
ehef.r fentl.f.es wea"e ptraeed neer the ehureh., Thcy fsced eaeEffird
towerd Bhe rf"stng sun Eo emlt thetr r{.srrn Son and God, Sorne
of the flret settl.ere of Stephenborm eere burted there before
the turn of the 18th eentury" Ae the Baptlct nenbershLp flourl.ahed
f.n the 19th eenturyo one wLll note thst" the nnJor{.ty of stones
represented followere of the Baptlet fatth, Most ftrst names
were Btbl'l"eel n eue h es Roe hel o Isatah " Exektel u ttarth€ o Eether,
Rebeees and BenJamtn,, There Le &n exeeptton tn e Thenkful snd
a Patfenee, Well knowrr lest names Ere Gardner, Sheldnno Douglaeo
Swaet o Roae o Bro'dn o Goodrl"eh u ehflt renden u Cam, Hall , Peaee ,
eatpenter u Ongood, and l"app "

A few mre fnteresttng obrservaE'Lons were nadeFwtr{.'le
vtsftf.ng thts htetorteatr stte.. Mfrtrrlegesr were wtthtn the
ptoneer fantl.lee of Stephento'*n,. One deaeon nsmeC Edward Cerr
eontrtbuted etnguXerly Eo tht$ €e he h*rd forx wtvee. InfanE
end neternel deeths were eo on durtng Ehe 19th eentury and one
eannot but wonder the esuses of 'theee end other young deaths ,
Yetu longevlty tat6 not €n exeeptLon, One of the Sheldon plots,
eonstettng of ntne graves, ws transferred from Sheldon Ht[3.
fn 1955.,

A eruel ftre devasted the WheeXer fsrm Ln 1933 and took
wtth Lt the eemetery"E onLy reeords" Twsauy-two yeers Lster
l{r" Cl"erenee &srpenter and I'tr' Anery tlell saw thl"e eeneter?
es a Jungle and began thef,.r' devoted projeet Erf restortng Ehe
grounds. $ome wo'rk mret.yet be dc;ne e,s geveral Btone$] &re
avverErrrned otr earBh gunken" Unf,'ll'tuns+tety" weny other etoneg
€:rG weathen eroded rnalctng f.t fl,mpesetbl"e rb'read- uhe tnserf.pttone,

[E f,e the stm of the ,stephentonn llf.etortcEl, Soef.ety end
CIhe hopes of glther trrtereeeed petrsonrr, that the reaords now
betng made be kept updat:,d and utrat rhe restoratton be eontlnued.
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