


SUMMER SURPRIS$ STEPHENTOWN (Interview \r i th Henry Zwack)

The care or neglect  g iven to local  h istor ical  monuments ref lects a
comrnuni tyts sel f - image. For )Ears a venerable hotel*  in the heart  of  town
had been fel l ing aparL By Spr ing tg?9 i t  had become a real  eyesore.
The porch pi l lars teetered on loose br ick bases. Glapboards and
windows sca rred a nd broke n, the re it s toodr a drea ry c ontra st to
Stephentownrs newly beaut i f ied entrance. * f  Vis i tors and r 'esidents of ten
commented on the f ine proport ions of the Vanderbi l t  house. In a
decl ining economy few were optirnist ic about rescuing the bui lding.
Suddenly, early this surruner, the old house rose l ike a phoenix out of
the ashes. This interview with the President of the Stephentown
Volunteer Fire Deparhrrent is presented to inform sonre of you who
wondered how i t  a l l  happened. I t  a lso wishes to convey oppreciat ion to
.f  i re De partrnent for the ir  careful planning, their energy and thoroughnes s.
A happy surprise for the town. Good job. Thank you SVFD from SHS.

InterviewerS t lace looks great. .  Structural ly and color scheme too.
t4rhose idea ?

Zwack: Vfel l ,  the house always reminded us of a dol l  house with al l  that
Victor ian ornamental  detai l  so indtead of  the or ig inal  brown shown
on an old photor we opted for crearn wrth white tr irn and si lver grey
doors, We had sorne fun for a while with one of you.r SHS rnernbers.
Told her we were going to paint the place crazy red!

Inte rviewer3 vVho wa s the carpenter ?
Zwack: Gary Sharp f rorn Canaan. He did a farm houee restor at ion for

Senator John Dunne. / \  rea. l  good job.  We couldnrt  get  b ids on
restor 'at ion.  Most carpenters only wanted to bui ld a new structure.
Gary rnade the same old style windows where needed. A nice
comprornise between praci ical  and aesthet ic considerat ions al l  around.

Interviewer: I  saw Phyl l is Hoff iman paint ing the outside. .  .  .
Zwack: Yes, she and Charl ie put rnany days into that  paint iog.  We never

could have done this renewal job without the contr ibutions made in
t i rne and labor.  Our annual  R.oagt Beef Dinner provides a large
percent of the bui lding fund. 

'By 
the wayr w€ were real pleased

when Al  Si lvernai l  stopped by and compl i rnented us on the house.
Inte rviewer: How did SVFD acquire the Va nder bui l t  House ?
Zwack: In L947 the tavern keeperr who was feel ing no pain, made a bet
' . '  , l ( 'which he lost .  That very night $2000. 00 changed hands and the deed

was signed. By the way since wd fixed the place up, a lady frorn
Virginia stopped and asked i f  the bui ld ing was for sale !  She had an
eye for good looking old bui ld ings and admired this one.

Interviewer:  How did you decide to restore ?
Zwack: Board of  Drrectors,  .  .  thatrs Rick McClave, Kirk A twater,  Sy Close'

Frank Zwack and Ctrar ' l ie Hoffrnan. They f igured the fol lowing.
. r- One, let i t  roL Two, take off the second f loor and roof the rest.

Three, rnake a reasonable plan for renewal. ,  And avoid the possible

hangups and red tape sornetirnes involved with grants. We did i t
ourselve s and we rre glad the town l ike s iL I tr  e used by the

!"-Yg g-5-9eys-Lq l!: -fe-a-l'-
* i .eputed to have been bui l t  rn 1874 as a rai l road way stat ion.

**  Bicentennial  Beaut i f icat ion Gomrni t tee by Ulysses Sune.ner.

Page 2



la

SHS OFFICERS 1979 TRUSTEES
President:  ANNA BAYBA KENNETH KNOBLOCK L98Z
Vice Pres:  WILLIAM JENNINGS BERTHA R.ATHBUN 1980
Rec. Secty:  SYLVIA LEIBENSPERGER HAZEL BARRETT 1981
Cor.  Secry:  INI PRIOR ELLEN SMITH 1981
Treasurers E-LIZABETH McClave JAYNE SAWIN L98Z

TOWN HISTORIAN (to be appointed by the Town Board)
Membe rship:  El izabeth McClave Programming: Jayne Sawin
Hos pi tal i ty:  Sylv ia Leibens perger and Comrnit tee

TO: STEPHENTOWN HISTORIC;\  L SOCIETY
P. O. Box 39, Stephentown, N. Y. 12168

CATEGORY aNNUAL DUES
IND'I  VIDUA L Membe r,  Adult  $L 00
INDIVIDUAL Mbmber,  Minor)  .  50 (up to age 17)
CONTRIBUTING MEMBER 5. OO
SUSTAINING MEMBET1 15. 00
LIFE MEMBER. 100. 00 (One t ime payment)
BUSINESS OR ORGANTZ \TION I5.  OO

Narne
Mai l ing Actdres s

Fhone

PIIOGRAMS Novernber 2 OLD BUILDINGS Shir ley Dunn
Decernber 3 OLD BU TTONS Velma Bushel l

1980 -Program Subjects include:
Covered Br idges Scr i rnshaw A nt ique Si lver
r l  nt ique Glocks Cal l igra phy Qui l t ing
Early Tools Decoys Ea.ster Egg Deco Techniques
Stamps & Coins'  Shaker Craf ts Mart in Van Buren -Rest.

LAST MINUTE NOTES
October Z7 SHS Pre sident Bayba rnet wi th the Federat ion of  Histor ical

Se r ir ice s in Guilder La nd. The topic wa s f tO pportunit ies for A dults "
wi th emphasis on educat ion for  adul ts and school  aged chi ldren,

October 31 SHS Trustees and Board met wi th Pat i  Drurnm Laskovski ,
Curator of the Shaker Museum in OId Chatham, in the home of
Anna Bayba. Mrs.  Laskovski  d iscus sed cataloguing and storage
of art i facts,  the avai labl i ty of  grants for  professional  a ids in
planning arrd the need for a c lear "game plan" i f  SHS real ly wants
to develop.
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