





THEY REMEMBER WHEN...

One can hardly imagine Stephentown
without a fire department. How-
ever, prior to March 1939 the
local community had to depend on
its much appreciated neighbors

in Berlin & Hancock for their
fire protection. One major fire
permanently changed this arrange-
ment. On a below zero night in
March 1939 a fire broke out that
destroyed the McClintock Garage

& Chevrolet dealership across
the street from the present post
office and a complex of near by
buildings.

According to Raymond Carpenter,
who shared these memories, this
fire set the stage for an organ-
ized fire fighting force. A
community census was taken and
this led to a referendum on a
ballot that passed.

With the budgeted $4,000 a
Chevy Sanford Pumper Truck was
purchased and kept in service
until 1979. Today it is
jealously guarded in the local
fire station.

In the early days the insurance
laws limited the membérsto 22.
If a member missed toosmany firé€s
or meetings he was dropped so
others could join.

Ray Carpenter paid tribute to Sykes
Store for all the donated paid hours
given to employees while they fought
fires. Six or seven men would leave
the store and be gone for hours or
even all day to fight a fire. This
tradition is still carried on.

The first fire house was the garage
in back of the present day post off-
ice. In 1945, the fire department
purchased the Vanderbilt House which
had a barn that was converted into a
two truck station. The hotel itself
was converted into a firemen's hall.

Carpenter claims that the department
from its earliest days has made many
a good "save".

CONGRATULATIONS to Andrew

and Stacy Stall from the
Stephentown Historical
Society. The Stalls purchased
the house on the corner of
Garfield Road and Presbyterianp
Hill Road which was formerly
owned by Douglas & Edith
Williams, Andy's grandparents.
The Stalls took the vacant

and neglected structure and
made it a credit to the
community and their grand-
parents.

The history of this landmark
goes back to the early 1800s.
Tradition says Jeremiah Vary
(1807-1900) and his wife
Elizabeth kept a store here.
When he died, his son Charles,
inherited the business.

Charles H. Vary operated a
store in this house around
1895%and probably a few years
earlie¥. This store also:
housed a post office when Vary
was, appointed post master June
1297 1889.

.. Hs Vary‘ma} ied Lucretia
Shermaniand they ran the store
unti I he .passed on. Upon his
death, their daughter Rose
Vafy,Lapp and her husband
Henry continued the business
until the middle 1920's. The
building remained vacant and
in 1930 the Lapps rented it to
Orson and Minnie Patterson
Holt. For the next few years
it was rented to Doris Hall.
The Lapp's sold the house to
Douglas and Edith Williams.

In recent months the property

has been sold to Mr. and Mrs.

Richard Nobman who continue to
improve the property.

*k %k

Did you know that Prattsville,
Green Co., NY was named for

the Honorable Zadock Pratt, a
native of Stephentown? He was

a member of Congress fromGreen Co.

from 1837-39 and 1843-1845.



On Stephentown 1917 tax list the
Second Field Hospital Farm, Inc.
(exempt) was listed as having

360 acres, value $5,500. This

was in WWl. 1In a 1983 interview

Mr. Al Silvernail remembers he hear-
ing of this called the Soldier's
Farm on East Road.
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We wish to extend our sympathy to

the family of Ralph Barrett. Ralph
and Hazel Barrett have been faith-

ful members of the Historical Society
and have donated many articles to the
future museum. One item in particular
is a diary written by Ralph's grand-
father Fisher A. Green (1884-1920)
while he was a hospital steward

during the Civil War.
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For Historical publications,
send order and check to
Sylvia Leibensperger, West Rd.
Stephentown, NY 12168.

Bicentennial Album $ 6.00
Album I $ 4.00
Stephen van Rensselaer $ 12.00

Please add $1.00 for mailing
costs. The two albums may be
purchased locally at Cross-
roads General Store, Dave's
Market or Sykes Store.
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We hope you enjoyed reading
this, our first newsletter.
If so, tell us and we will do
another for the fall. Ginny,
Di¢k, Susan and Laura.





