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One can hardly imagine Stephentown
without a f i re department.  Hobr-
€V€rr pr ior  to March 1939 the
loca1 community had to depend on
i ts much appreciated neighbors
in Ber l in & Hancock for their
f i re protect ion.  One major f i re
permanent ly changed this arrange-
ment.  On a below zero night in
t tarch 1939 a f  i re broke out that
destroyed the l . tcCl intock Garage
& Chevrolet  dealership across
the street f rom the present post
of f ice and a complex of  near by
bui  Id ings.

According to Raymond Carpenterr
who shared these memoriesr th is
f i re set  the stage for an organ-
ized f i re f ight ing force. A
community census was taken and
this led to a referendum on a
ba I  1 of  that  passed.

With the budgeted $4 '  
0 00 a

Chevy Sanford Pumper Truck was
purchased and kept in service
unt i l  L979. Today i t  is
j  ea l  ous Iy gua rded in the L oca I
f i re stat ion.

In the ear ly days the insurance
Iaws l imi ted the members to 22.
I f  a member missed too many f i res
or meet ings he was dropped so
others cou Id j  o in.

Ray Carpenter paid t r ibute to Sykes
Store for  a l l  the donated paid hours
given to ernployees whi le they fought
f i res.  Six or seven men would leave
the store and be gone for hours or
even al l  day to f ight  a f i re.  This
tradi t ion is st i I l  carr ied oD.

The f i rst  f i re house was the garage
in back of  the present day post of f -
ice.  In 1945'  the f i re department
purchased the Vanderbi l t  House which
had a barn that was converted into a
two truck stat ion.  The hotel  i tsel  f
was converted into a f  i  rements hal  I .

Carpenter c la ims that the department
from i ts ear l iest  days has made many
a good tsave".

CONGRATULATIONS tO And reh'
and Stacy Stal l  f rom the

-qtephentown Histor ica I
Society.  The Stal ls purchased
the house on the corner of
Garf  ie ld F.oad and Presbyter i  an
Hit I  Road wbich was fornrer ly
owned by Douglas & Edi th
wi I  I  iamsr Andy's grandpa rents.
The Stal ls took tbe vacant
and neg I  ected st  ructu re and
made i t  a credi t  to the

community and their  grand-
parents.

The history of  th is landnrark
goes back to the ea r  I  y 18 00s.
Tradi t ion says Jeremiah Vary
(1807-I900) and his wi fe
El izabeth kept a store here.
When he died'  h is son Charles '
inher i ted the business.

Char I  es H. Va ry operated a
store in th is house around
1895 and probably a f  ew years
ear l . ier .  This store al-sor
housed a post of f ice when Vary
was appointed post master June
12, 1889.

c.  H. Vary *u]  ied Lucret ia
Sherman and they ran the store
unt i  I  he ,q3ssed on. Upon h is
deathr their  daughter Rose
Vary Lapp and her husband
Henry cont inued the business
unt i l  the middle 1920fs.  The
bui ld ing remained vacant and
in 1930 the Lapps rented i t  to
Orson and Minnie Patterson
HoIt .  For the next few years
i t  was rented to Dor is Ha1 I .
The Lapprs sold the house to
Doug I  as and Ed i th Wi I  I  iams.

In recent months the property
has been sold to Mr.  and Mrs.
Richard Nobman who cont inue to
improve the property.

***

Did you know that Prat tsvi l ler
Green Co.7 NY was named for
the Honorable Zadock Prat t r  d
nat ive of  Stephentown? He nas
a member of  Congress f romGreen Co.

from 1837-39 and IB43-I845.



On Stephentown 1917 tax l is t  the
Second Field HosPitaI  Farmr Inc.
(exernpt)  was I  i  s ted as hav ing
360 acres 1 value $5'500. This
was in h-WI.  f  n a 1983 interv iew
Mir.  A. I  Si lvernai l  remembers he hear-
ing of  th is cal led the Soldierrs
Farm on East F.oad.

***

We wish to extend our sYmPathY to
the fani  ly  of  RalPh Barret t .  RaIPh
and Hazel  Barret t  have been fai th-
fu l  members of  the Histor ical  Society
and have donated many art ic les to the
future museum. One i tem in part icular
is a diary wr i t ten by F-alpt 's grand-
father r i iher A. Green (1884-I920)
whi le he vras a hosPital  steward
Curing the Civ i I  War.

***

For Histor ical  publ  icat ions,
send order and check to

-qylv ia Leibensperger,  West Rd.
Stephentown'  NY 12168.

Bicentennial  Album $ 6.00
Album I  $ 4.00
Stephen van Rensselaer $ 12.00

Please add $1.00 for mai l ing
costs.  The two albuns may be

purchased local ly at  Cross-
roads General  Storer Davers
l . larket  or  Sykes Store.

***

We hope you enjoyed reading
this,  our f i rst  neYrslet ter .
I f  sor teI1 us and we wi l l  do
another for  the faI1.  Ginnyt
Dickr Susan and Laura.
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