





and person of action, turned the
project over to the Pioneer

Youth Group of the First Baptist
Church. These young people with the
help of Zema's Nursery, chose and
planted flowers which have given us
a second year of beauty.

We extend our appreciation to the
Pioneers and to Greer who watered and
maintained the planting throughout
the summer and fall.

’
FROM OUR CURATORS DESK

Our Curator has collected articles on
all forms of craft, traditions, usages,
which did or might have applied to the
resident of Stephentown. She would be
happy to share these bits and pieces.
Do you want to build a stone wall,
learn the history of s'f and f£'s in the
old writings, discover how to tighten
the repe on your old bed which is sag-
ging, or how to use seaweed and, its
extracts?

* %k %k

The Museum Committee has special
interest in the following collect-
ions: button hooks, Farmer's Almandcs,
Boy and Girl Scout Handbooks. We\ ¢
would welcome additions to these
collections. Papers or artifacts
relating to the Armed Services or

wars would be appreciated also.

* %k %k

UPDATE

It was fun - the Strawberry Festival/
Craft show in July, the Church Tour

in August, the Boat Trip on the Hudson
and Tag Sale in October.

Now we anticipate a new publication
"Epithaphs in the Only Stephentown
on Earth" written by Betty McClave
and published by the Historical
Society.

At our recent meetings, we heard Ray
Carpenter recall an earlier time at the
Gardner Farms near the MA/NY line. We
were entertained by Marsha Cutting
singing old local folk songs. In
November we will be treated to a tak}/

slide show on "the Mills of Rensselarwyck"

by Shirley Dunn of East Greenbush.

As always, there will be good fun
and eats at our December 9 Christ-
mas Party. Come All.

* k%

19th CENTURY FACE WITH 21st
CENTURY SOUL

Clara Reynold remembers walking

up Presbyterian Hill Road eighty
years ago to visit the Graves farm-
house. The same house has been
moved back fifty feet from its
original site and raised onto a new
twelve foot high concrete foundation.
The old house is battered and bruised
but thanks to Jim and Maureen Saxby
it is beginning to display a proud
new presence.

ThisfSummer Jim and Maureen made a
courageous decision called "rest-
oration". While retaining the
style and proportions of the 19th
centuryy, they're solving the in-
sulation ‘and space problems of

the ingemior.

Wea@ring dust masks and head covers
they¥we started the hands-on chal-
lénge of peegling, prying and strip-
ping away dlayers of sheet rock,
horse hai®¥,plaster, lathe and
planking."™ The 17" to 23" wide wall
plankg®were covered with newspapers.
One efwthese, The ? York Observer
ighdate April 9, 1874. Artifacts,
fodnd during the labor of "gutting"
theé interior, are being collected
and referred to Pedigreed Houses
Committee for analysis. Thus far
the best guesstimate regarding age
is 125 years (1860). If any of our
readers has pertinent information,
photos or stories please inform a
member of the Historical Society.

Father Francis Byrnes lived in the
house from 1970-1985. J. Farnum was
a prior owner and the original
owners were the Graves family. Troy
Court House deeds will be studied

to uncover more details.




QUESTION OF PROGRESS !!!

If one were to go on a shopping spree
in Stephentown Center these days, about
all one could purchase would be a few

boards at the local sawmill. In speak-

ing to Helen Lapp who lives on the road
named after her father's family, Newton
Road, she tells of a different day.

Helen, at 82 years of age, recalls
the day that there were four general
stores in Stephentown Center. Three
of these stores sold gasoline and one
even repaired watches and clocks.
These store were owned by Martin
Chittenden, Duane Newton, Horatio
Coleman, and Howard Clark.

School buses were no problem because
they had none. The local educational
institution was on the main road and
the building still stands there un-

occupied. The Frewill Baptist
Church (better know as the Step-
hentown Center Baptist Church)
stands and serves as it has through
the past 200 years. The post office
was a local service and gave
identity to the community.

Helen Lapp, with pride, speaks of
being born, raised, and married in
the house she now occupies. It was
formerly owned by her father and
later by her husban Waldron, now
deceased.

Modern day progress has erased most
local landmarks and replaced them
with the convenience of the paved
road, automobile, bus and telephone.
Helen is not quite sure it is
progress!
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