




the
t ist  Church and

Rev. Gary Stephens for the
renovat ions of  their  church this
past year.

In the year L846, the bui  ld ing
we now know as the First  Bapt ist
Church of  Stephentownr was
completed and dedicated. Whi Ie
i t  was under construct ion,  a
worker by the name of l '1r .  Glass
reportedly feI I  of f  the roof and
died. Years later,  we are to ld,
his widow was asked to make a
donat- ion to raise the church
bui ld ing so an added f loor could
be bui  I t  .  Her response was t-hat
she fel t  the church was high
enough.

OId pictures of  the church show
a fence in f ront  of  the
property.  At  that  t ime, the
house across the street f rom the
church was an overnight boarding
house for "drummers",  bet ter
known as peddlers or t ravel  ing
salesmen. For their  convenience
a bar was instal led that was
also avai lable Lo the general
publ ic. This al t racted
indiv iduals f rom Hancock and
other neighbor ing towns. Too
often these "out-of- towners"
were unable to make the i  r  way
home at night and i t  became a
tradi t  ion to "  s leep i t  of  f  "  on
the Bapt i  s t  Chur ch f ront lawn .
To cope with the problem, the
church Ieader s bu i  I t  a fence
a long the f  ronl  of  Lhe chu r  ch
property.  I t  was a success in
keeping overnight guesLs from
s leeping on the lawn, but i t .  d id
not hinder the v is i tors f rom
deposi t ing their  empty bott les
there.

The di f f  icul ty in gett ing
caskets into t -he church
brought abouL physical  changes
i  n the f  ront-  of  f -he chu r  ch .
Otd pict-ures show an enclosed
fronL entrance, s imi lar  to the
one t-hat was recent ly bui  l t .
The old approach made i t  very
di f  f  icul t  to carry caskets
into Lhe bui td ing, so in
response to a request-  by Avery
HaII ,  the enclosed entrance
was torn down and open steps
bui l t .  Because of  the steep
grade of  the steps, th is too
made the handl ing of  caskets
very di  f  f  i  cu I t  .  The exposed
steps had to be constant,  ly
rebu i  I  t  due to rot  t  i  ng wood .
Thus ,  the steps recent ly
completed by Rev. Gary
Stephens and hi  s church
trustees, were enclosed.

DO YOU RECALL?
Stephenmg4o . .
( f rom the f i rst  issue of  THE
ECHO )

The Ladies Aid Society of  the
Methodist  Church of
Stephentown he ld thei  r
February meet ing at  lhe home
of lv1rs.  Elv in Geerhol t -  . . .  The
business meet, ing was presided
over by the President- ,  I \4rs.
Edwin Lawless.  A very
encouraging report  was read by
the Treasurer,  Mrs.  Roland
Peck. Refreshments were
served by Mrs.  Lawless and
Mrs. Si lvernai l .

The Uni ted Stephentown
Distr icLs Parent Teachers '
Associat ion held their
February meet ing in the Grange
HaI l .  The meet ing was cal led
to order by the President- ,
14iss RuLh Thomson. The

EdwinSecretary,  Mrs.
LawIess, gave a reading on
Founder 's Day. The meet ing
was then turned over to Mrs.
Joseph Mi{ : t :n ight .

CONGRATULATIONS



Hous e of l" le rcy
Raymond Thomas

Hospital .
had lhe

"Do you recal l?" cont 'd.

. .  .From rePorter l { rg.  Emma L.
FicFeel l r . . .  JuI ian Howe, North
SLephentowrlr  lost  a valuable
horse Thursday. George
Fitzgerald has returned from the

FROT.I THE MUSETJITI COI{I,IITTEE

I t- Iooked as i f hre we r e abou t
to see a dream become a
real i ty,  but  our inabi  I  i  ty  to
f ind an af fordable piece of
land has resul ted in the' loss
of a house we had been
of f  ered.

Without the land r  w€ could not
make a commitment to the
donorsr so now the of fer  has
been wi thdr€rwn.

We need at  least  an acre of
land for the placement of  a
bui ld ing (we have a school
house avai lable) or bui Id ing5
and an area for parking. The
property must be sui table for
our use and not so remote that
secur i ty would be a problem.

I f  anyone has land as a gi f t
or  at  a reasonable pr ic€r
contact  the Chai rman of  the
Museum Commit tee, Betty
Feathers (733-5235) or any
member of  the Hi  stor ical
Society 's Board of  Directors.

misfortune to in jure his lef t
hand whi le c lear ing away ice
from the highway in North
Stephentown.

For Const i tut ion and ByIaw
revis ions, phone 733-5235 or
7 33-57 L6 .

STEPHENTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
EXECUTIVE BOARD 1986

Off icers
President:  SyIv ia LeibensPerger
Vice President- :  Edward Fox
Recording Secy: Betty Feathers
Corresponding Secy: Dick Lewis
Treasurer:  Rowland McClave

Editors:  Virgina Atwater,
Dick Lewis,  & Laura Zwack
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