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CONGRATULATIONS to the
Stephentown Baptist Church and
Rev. Gary Stephens for the
renovations of their church this
past year.

In the year 1846, the building
we now know as the First Baptist
Church of Stephentown, was
completed and dedicated. While
it was under construction, a
worker by the name of Mr. Glass
reportedly fell off the roof and
died. Years later, we are told,
his widow was asked to make a
donation to raise thgés ghurch
building so an added flodr could
be built. Her response was thaty
she felt the church was high
enough.

01d pictures of the churchmshow
a fence in front ol S the
property. At that tifme,¥the

house across the street rom the(

church was an overniglit boardiang
house for "drummergf, behteéw
known as peddlers or traveling
salesmen. For their convenience
a bar was installed that was
also available to the general

public. This attracted
individuals from Hancock and
other neighboring towns. Too

often these "out-of-towners"
were unable to make their way
home at night and it became a
tradition to "sleep it off" on
the Baptist Church front lawn.
To cope with the problem, the
church leaders built a fence
along the front of the church
property. It was a success 1in
keeping overnight guests from
sleeping on the lawn, but it did
not hinder the visitors from
depositing their empty bottles
there.

The difficulty in getting
caskets into the church
brought about physical changes
in the front of the church.
0l1ld pictures show an enclosed
front entrance, similar to the
one that was recently built.
The old approach made it very
difficult to carry caskets
into the Dbuilding, so in
response to a request by Avery
Hall, the enclosed entrance
was torn down and open steps
built. Because of the steep
grade of the steps, this too
made the handling of caskets
very difficult. The exposed
steps had to be constantly
rebuilt due to rotting wood.
Thus, the steps recently

“completed by Rev. Gary

Stephens and his church
trustees, were enclosed.

DO YOU RECALL?
Sttephentown News--1940 ..
()from the first issue of THE
ECHO)

The Wadides Aid Society of the

Methodist Church of
Stephentown held their
February meeting at the home
of Mrs. Elvin Geerholt ... The

business meeting was presided
over by the President, Mrs.
Edwin Lawless. A very
encouraging report was read by
the Treasurer, Mrs. Roland
Peck. ---Refreshments were
served by Mrs. Lawless and
Mrs. Silvernail.

The United Stephentown
Districts Parent Teachers'
Association held their

February meeting in the Grange
Hall. The meeting was called
to order by the President,
Miss Ruth Thomson. The
Secretary, Mrs. Edwin
Lawless, gave a reading on
Founder's Day. The meeting
was then turned over to Mrs.
Joseph Mittnight.



"Do you recall?" cont'd.

«s.From reporter Mrs. Emma L.
McFeely:... Julian Howe, North
Stephentown, lost a valuable

horse Thursday. George
Fitzgerald has returned from the
House of Mercy Hospital.
Raymond Thomas had the

misfortune to injure his left
hand while clearing away ice
from the highway in North
Stephentown.

For Constitution and Bylaw
revisions, phone 733-5235 or
733-5716.

STEPHENTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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FROM THE MUSEUM COMMITTEE

It looked as if we were about
to see a dream become a
reality, but our inability to
find an affordable piece of
land has resulted in the loss
of a house we had been
offered.

Without the land, we could not
make a commitment to the
donors, so now the offer has
been withdrawn.

We need at least an acre of
land for the placement of a
building (we have a school
house available) or buildings
andyan area for parking. The
property must be suitable for
our use and not so remote that
security would be a problem.

If anyone has land as a gift
or .ati{ a reasonable price,
eéontact the Chairman of the
Museum Committee, Betty
Feathers ,(733-5235) or any
member of the Historical
Societyts "Board of Directors.





