








IS THERE A DOCTOR IN THE HOUSE?

Dr. Calvin Pardee, born 1757 in
Sharon, Connecticut, was a surgeon
with Lt. Col. Niles' regiment of the
Rensselaer militia. He practiced
briefly in Lebanon Springs until he
married Rachel Johnson from Amenia,
N.Y. in 1778. He began to build on
Presbyterian Hill Road diagonally
across from Zema's nursery.

The good doctor was all of 23 at the
time and must bhave practiced medicine
S B e D th no concerns about
malpractice suits. The house_in which
he lived from 1780 until hisfdeath in
1795 is a salt box that retalfied its
architectural integrity externally a
great deal more than on the inside.
The building's post and beam
construction, its central chanmhey
location with beehive bread oven “and
low ceilings are the only dinpect
reminders of its early past.

After 12 children in her l1i,Ve@rs of
marriage, Rachel Pardee gsurwived he®
husband by 54 years apd died @an
Hancock, Ma. in 1847.

Ariovistus, oldest of the Pardee
children, was town clerk until 1823.
Subscribing for repairs on the
Presbyterian meeting house,and a new
stove, payment for Reverend John
Hendricks and other civic deeds must
has elevated him considerably in
Stephentown's society. He left town
with his wife and five daughters for
Ypsilanti,MI.in 1832.

Apollos, Edwin and John Rollo bought
the house from Ario Pardee in 1833 for
$1,922.62. It is assumed the 62 cents
were leaal ~ fees for the Rollo

brothers, that's less than 22 cents
for each. Apollos was Elder of the
Presbyterian church for 31 years;
therefore his somewhat autocratic
epitaph: "Let the elders that rule
well be counted worth of double
honour".

auitDils AT THE TURN
OF TE CENTURY

The Raol’ rothov- ywe : -armers; Edwin
wdth 390 acres that supplied the
Pittsfield market with beef,pork and
mutton areund Civil War times. John
was a Civil War veteran, who
re-enlisted for a second hitch in
1866.

If we €nsider that in 1873 John Rollo
sol@ the propegty for $2,500 which his
brothers ha@wbought for $1,922.62
forty years\previously, the economy
was certaindy far from inflationary.
The buye¥hwd@s Bernard and Mary Nealon,
farm pgdple from Ireland. After 17
yearsmbtdiey sold the house for an
undisclosed price to their younger son
Maurice, also a farmer. It is odd
thag the "poultry house" (chicken
coop) was worth recording as built in
1921 and the much larger and older
barn was never mentioned in the
property's history.

In 1940 Maurice Nealon sold out to
William Webb who passed the property
on to Kathleen Webb Small and Cynthia
Webb Hastie (probably William Webb's
daughters) but with a granted life
estate to his wife Grace. Records
don't show whether either of Webb's
daughters lived in the house; but it
is not unreasonable to assume that the
house was sold to Joseph and Angelina
Pizzuto in 1958 after the death of
Grace Webb. Twelve years later the
house was passed on to John and Ruth
Dietrich with 60 acres.



It has been said that the house had
badly deteriorated. The Dietrichs set
about to restore it. Restoration
included all new internal walls,
floors, windows, staircase, bathrooms,
plumbing and an entirely new brick
facing around three sides of the
central 'fireplace. It was all done
guite well but left little of once
was. John Dietrich sold the property
to Richard and Margaret Pysar in 1977.
The Pysars, however, prefering new to
old, built in Cherry Plain and sold
the Presbyterian Hill property to
Klaus and Anitta Burg, the tenth
owner, in 1986.

From our Program Committee. The
following are tentative events:

Researching an 01d House, Gravestone
Epitaphs, Local History Tour, 0ld
Clocks, & History of Trolleys in the
31h~ny/Troy area. '

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE STEPHENTOWN .
HISTORICAL SOCIETY?

JOIN TODAY!
'87-'88 Membership Categories and Dues
are as follows:

Individual Member $ 3.00
Contributing Member $ 15.00
Business/Organization § 25.00
Life Member $ 100.00

Dues will be payable annually each
January. Checks payable to S.H.S.,c/o
Sylvia Leibensberger, Box 313, West
Rd., Stephentown, N.Y., 12168.

Meetings are held at the Town Hall on
the first Monday evening of each
month. Read The Echo and watch
bulletin boards for up-to-date
informdtion.
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