






IS THERE A DOCTOR IN THE HOUSE?

Dr. Calv in Pardee, born I757 in
Sharon r  Connect icutr  was a surgeon
with Lt .  CoI.  Ni lesr regiment of  the
RensseLaer mi l i t ia.  He pract iced
br ief ly in Lebanon Spr ings unt i l  he
marr ied Rachel  Johnson from Amenia,
N.Y. in 1778. He began to bui ld on
Presbyter ian Hi I l  Road diagonal ly
across f rom Zema I  s nursery.
The good doctor was al  I  of  23 at  the
t i  me and musl  have pract iced medicine
sL 2t

malpract ice sui ts.  The house in which
he l ived from 1780 unt i l  h is death in
L795 is a sal t  box that retained i ts
archiCectural  integr i ty external ly a
grea.t  deal  more than on the inside.
The bui  ld ing's post and beam
construct , ionr i ts central  chimney
locat ion wi th beehive bread oven and
low cei l ings are the only direct
reminders of  i ts  ear ly past.
After L2 chi ldren in her L7 years of
marr iagel  Rachel  Pardee survived her
husband by 54 years and died in
Hancock, Ma. in 1847.
Ar iovistusr oldest of  the Pardee
chi ldren r  was town clerk unt i  I  I823.
Subscr ib ing for repairs on the
Presbyter ian meet ing hous€rdnd a new
stov€r payment for  Reverend John
Hendricks and other c iv ic deeds must
has elevated hirn considerably in
Stephentownrs society.  He lef t  town
with his wi fe and f ive daughters for
Ypsi lant i  rDl I  .  in I832.
Apol losr Edwin and John RolIo bought
the house from Ario Pardee in 1833 for
$1r922.62. I t  is  assumed the 62 cents
were leqal '  fees for  the Rol lo

brotheEsr thatrs less than 22 cents
for each. Apol  Ios was Elder of  t  he
Presbyter ian church for 31 years;
therefore his somewhat autocrat ic
epi taph: "Let the elders that  ru le
welL be counted worth of  double
honour t t  .
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The RoI : -2-  h^rF we :  'Ermers;  Edwin
with 390 acres thau suppl ied the
Pit tsf ie ld market wi th beef rpork and
mutton around Civi l  War t imes. John
was a Ci  v i  I  War vet€rdr l  r  who
re-enL isted for a second hi  tch in
I866.
I f  we consider that  in 1873 John RoLlo
sold the property for  $2,500 which his
brothers had bought for  $1r922.62
forty years previouslyr  the economy
was certainly far  f rom inf lat ionary.
The buyer was Bernard and Mary NeaLonr
farm people f rom IreLand. After I7
years they sold the house for an
und i  sc I  osed pr i  ce to t  he i  r  younger son
Mauricer also a farmer.  r t  is  odd
that the "poul t ry house' ,  (chicken
coop) was worth recording as bui  l t  in
I92I and the much Larger and older
barn was never ment ioned in the
property I  s history.
In 1940 I ' laur ice NeaIon sold out to
Wil I iam Webb who passed the property
on to Kathleen Ftebb SmaII  and Cynthia
Webb Hast ie (  probably Wi l l  iam Webb's
daughters) but wi th a granted l i fe
estate to his wi fe Grace. Records
don I  t  show whet,her ei ther of  Webb's
daughters l ived in the house; but i t
is  not  unreasonable to assume that the
house was sold to Joseph and Angel  ina
Pizzuto in 1958 af ter  the death of
Grace Webb. TweIve years later the
house Lras passed on to John and Ruth
Dietr ich wi th 60 acres.



I t  has been said that  t ,he house had
badly deter iorat ,ed.  The Dietr ichs set
about to restore i t .  Rest,orat ion
included al l  new internal  wal lst
f loorsr windowsr staircase, bathroomsr
plumbing and an ent i re ly nehr br ick
facing around three sides of  the
central ' f i replace. I t  $ras al I  done
qui te wel l  but  Ief t  I i t t le of  once
was. John Dietr ich sold t  he property
to Richard and Margaret  Pysar in L977.
The Pysars I  howeV€F r  prefer i  ng new to
oldr bui l t  in Cherry PIain and sold
the Presbyter ian Hi l l  property to
KIaus and Ani t , ta Burgr the tenth
own€r1 in 1986.

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE STEPHENTOWN
HISTORICAL SOCIETY?

JOIN TODAY !

'  87- '  88 t ' lembership Categor ies and Dues
a,re as fo l lows:

Indiv idual  Member $ 3.00
Contr ibut ing Member $ I5.OO
Business/Organizat ion $ 25.O0
Life l , lember $ IO0.0O

Dues wi l l  be payable annual ly each
January.  Checks payable to S. H. S. r  c/  o
SyIvia Leibensberger 

'  
Box 313 r  West

Rd.r  Stephentownr N.Y.r  I2168.

Meet ings are held at  the Town HalI  on
the f i rst ,  Monday evening of  each
month.  Read The Echo and watch
bul let in boards for up-to-date
i  n format i  on .

From our Program Commit tee
fol lowing are tentat ive events:
Researching an Old 'Hous€ r  Gravestone
Epitaphs, LocaI History Tourr  OId
Clocksr & History of  Trol leys in the
D' l  1", '^ny/" fOy area.
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