





from his father, sections of the house and
barn were constructed. The house even
sported an attached outhouse which is
still in existence.

In 1876, William Clark died at the age of
80. In 1902, Benjamin died and 5 years
later his son, A.J. died. A.J.'s fifth
child, Howard Jackson Clark, was living
with his wife Ella and their two sons,
Arthur and Delwin, in Petersburg. Wwhen
A.J. died, it is assumed that they moved
to Stephentown Center where Ella was
Postmaster for 27 years. In the early
1920's, the store also became the local
gas station and continued as such into the
40's.

Howard's son Delwin died at an early age.
Arthur, who married Margquerite Spencer in
1928, had moved to Wynantskill. Howard
and Ella lived in the house after their
retirement, but the property was difficult
to keep up and slowly fell into disrepair.
In 1957 Ella died. Howard moved to
Wynantskill where he lived with Arthur and
Marguerite until his death in 1961.

The house was rented for a few years in
the early 60's. After that no ofie, lived
in the house until 1986, when' d, local
artisan, Tim Reiman, bought the “Property
and began renovation. The house had not
been painted since 1920. In 1987, Reiman
sold the property to Dan Lorber and, Dalé
Newman who currently 1live there_“and
operate a used bookstore out of the)old
general store and post office.

The Clark family owned the housewfor 140
years.

by Dan lorbkér

SHS PROGRAMS FOR 1989
June 5 SHC '"Watervliet Arsenal"

July 10 SHC "Dutch Customs and
Heritage'

Aug. 7 SHC '"History of Trolleys-
Albany"
Sept. 11 SHC

"0ld Times-other than
Stephentown"

Oct. 2 TH
Nov. 13 TH

"Holiday Potluck and
Party"

Dec. 4 TH

Note: TH-Town Hall
SHC-Stephentown Heritage Center

In addition, plans include a picnic
and tour, and a trip to a nearby point
of historic interest. Both are
summertime activities.

* * e x* * * * * *
Our annual money-
raiser and funtime

? fij is coming within
3}_}"“\ the next few weeks.
2 Watch the ECHO for details

of the STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL.

STEPHENTOWN 'S OLDEST

The oldest resident of Stephentown
is believed to be Clara Reynolds, age
94, who lives on Garfield Road, next
door to the old Reynolds homestead,
where she and her late husband, Ernest,
spent many years farming. Clara was
born on July 26, 1894 at the time
Ppesident Grover Cleveland was making
history in the White House. Her
parents, Charles and Grace Rose, lived
and farmed on West Road. While .Clara
was stil in her first year of life, her
mother, died and she was raised by her
grandmother, Clara Platt, and her great
grandinother, Ann Gardner Platt. They
¥ived in houses on Garfield Road, next
to where ,the Federated Church now
stands.

The memories of her early childhood
are “sti¥l very vivid. She recalls
the ghirt factory that was in operation
across’ the street from her home. They
bired many local people. The three
stores, post office, church and
schoolhouse made for a strong community
life. At the age of eight Clara was
enrolled in the Garfield School from
which she graduated. She passed her
regents but did not attend high school
since it would have required a train
ride to Chatham to attend classes.
Trained as a dressmaker, she was still
active in her trade past her eightieth
birthday. . ‘

As a young girl, Clara's social life
centered around the Presbyterian Church
(now part of the Federated Church). She
recalls Henry Lapp taking the Sunday
School children on hayrides.

On June 11, 1914 Clara was married
to Ermmest Reynolds in the West ILebanon
Methodist Church. Ernest farmed for a
living. Their first home was on Staples
Road in the house knownas the Jones
place.

continued on pg. 4



Later they moved into the homestead
on Garfield Road. In 1951 Ernest died
and left Clara with their only child,
Phyllis, who is now living in the family
home with her husband Ernest Lindsey. In
1965 Clara moved  into the small and
attractive house that once served as the
wood and milkhouse.

Clara is gifted with a healthy mind. She
is able to care for most of her personal
needs. However, walking with a
cane-walker, and failing eyesight makes
living a 1little difficult. Her daughter
Phyllis, brings her one main meal a day
and keeps watchful care over her.

Clara keeps in close touch with the daily
news and in contact with her many friends
on the phone. She has most needed
telephone numbers memorized. When speaking
of the troubled world, she takes
consolation living in quiet Stephentown.

* * * * * * * *

In 1778 a buck was a common monetary term,
still in wuse today. A buck ywas, of
course, the skin of a deersand each
buckskin was valued at one dollar.
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Iditors: Virginia Atwater

Klaus Burg
Ruth Ieab

lvia Leibensperger
Is{lychard lewis

JOIN TODAY!

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE STEPHENTOWN
HISTORICAL SOCIETY?

1989 membership categories and dues are
as follows:

Individual Member $ 5.00
Contributing Member $ 15.00
Business/Organization $ 25.00
Life Member $100.00

Dues are payable annually each January.
Checks payable to S.H.S., c/o Ruth Leab,
Box 179, 66 Main Street, Stephentown, NY
121685

Meetings are held on the first Monday
evening of each month. Read the Echo and
watch the bulletin boards for up-to-date
information.





