




from his father, sections of tJle house and
barn were constmcted. The house even
sported an attached outhouse vhich is
still in existence.
In 1876, WiIIiam Clark died at tlre age of
80. In 1902, Benjamin died and 5 years
Iater his son, A. J. died. A. J. I s fifth
child, Howard Jackson Clark, was living
with his wife EIIa and their two sons,
Artfiur and Delwin, in Petersburg. When
A.J. ded, it is assuned that they noved
to Stephentown Center where EIIa was
Postmaster for 27 years. In ttre early
1920' s , the store also becane ttre local
gas station and continued as such into ttre
40ts.
Howard's son Delwin died at an early age.
Arthur, who married lrtargfuerite Spencer in
1928, had npved to Wynantskill. Howard
and EIIa lived in tkre house after ttreir
retirement, but the property was difficult
to keep up and slowly feII into disrepair.
In 1957 EIIa died. Howard nroved to
Wynantskitl where he lived wittr Arthr:r and
Margruerite until his death in 1961 .
Thre house was rented for a few yea-rs in
the early 60's. After that no one lived
in the house until 1 986, when a local
artisan, Tfu Reiman, bought thre property
and began renovation. Tkre house had not
been painted since 1920. In 1987, Reiman
sold the property to Dan Lorber and DaIe
Nevman who currently live there and
operate a used bookstore out of the old
general store and post office.
the Clark family owned tLre house for 140
years.
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SHS PROGRAIVIS FOR 1 989

5 SHC "Waterryliet Arsenal"

10 SHC "D-rtch Custonrs and
Heritage"

Aug. 7

Sept. 1 1

Oct. 2

Nov. 13

Dec.4

$IC "History of Trolleys-
Albany"

SHC

rH "old Times-ottrer than
Stephentown"

TH

TII "Holiday Potluck and
Partyrt

Note: TH-Town HaII
SHC-Stephentor,vrt Heritage Center

In addition, plans include a picnic
and tour, and a trip to a nearby point
of historic interest. Both are
sunrnertime activities .

Our annual money-
raiser and fi:ntfune

is coming within
the next few weeks.

Watch the ECHO for details
of tkre STRAWBRRY FESTIVAL.

STPHENTOV,UN' S OI,DEST

Thre oldest resident of Stephentovm
is believed to be Clara Reynolds, age
94, vitro lives on Garfield Road, nort
door to tlre old Reynolds honestead,
where she and her late husband, Hrrest,
spent rnErny years farming. Clara was
born on Jufy 26, 1894 at the time
President Grover Cleveland was nraking
history in the White House. Her
parents, Ctrarles and Grace Rose, Iived
and farrned on West Road. !{trile . Clara
was still in her first year of life, her
nrrther di-ed and she was raised by her
grandnother, Clara Platt, and her grreat
grandrxcther, Arm Gardner Platt . They
Iived in houses on Garfield Road, next
to ufiere thre Federated Ckn:rch rpw
stands.
The nenrrries of her early childhood
a-re still very vivid. She recalls
the shirt factory that was in operation
across the street frqn her hqne. Tlrey
hired nnny local people. Tkre ttrree
stores, post of f ice, chr-rrch and
schoolhouse rnade for a strong onmr:nity
Iife. At the age of eight Clara was
enrolled in the Garf ield Sctrool frqn
which she grraduated. She passed her
regents but did not attend high school
since it would have reguired a train
ride to Chatham to attend classes.
Ttained
active

dressrnaker, she was still
trade past her eightieth

birthday.
As a young girl, Clarars social life
centered around tlre Presblterian Ctrurctr
(rpw part of ttre Federated Gnrrch). She
recalls Henry Lapp taking ttre Sr:nday
Sctrool drildren on halrides.
On June 11 , 1914 Clara was nrarried
to frrest Reynolds in ttre West Lebanon
Itlethodist Cknrrch. ffnest fan:rpd for a
Iiving. ltreir first hqne was on Staples
Road in the house knownas ttre Jones
place.
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Iater they npved into ttre hqnestead
on Garfield Road. In 1951 Enest died
ard left Clara wittr ttreir urly child,
Phyllis, rlto is now living in ttre family
hqne wittr her husband Enrest Lindsey. In
1965 C1ara nprzed into ttre srnall ard
aLtractive house that once senred as the
v,ood and milkhouse.
Clara is gifted with a trealttry mind. She
is able to care for nrcst of her personal
needs. Ilowever, walking wittr a
cane-waker, and failing eyesight makes
living a litt1e difficailt. Her daughter
Phyllis, brings her one rnain neal a day
ard keeps watchful care over her.
Clara keeps in close touch wittr ttre daily
ner^rs and in ontact with her nrany friends
on the phone. She has rncst needed
telephone nr-unbers nrerncrized. When speaking
of the troubled r',or1d, she takes
onsolation living in guiet Stephentor,m.

In 1778 a hrck was a @nnpn nonetary term,
still in use today. A buck was, of
@urse, the skin of a deer and each
buckskin was valued at one dollar.
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JOIN TODAY!

ARE YttJ A MEMBER OF ITIE SIEPHMUCI'N\T
HISTRTCAL S€IEIY?

1 989 nembership categories
as follows:

Irdivi&:al lbrnber
Oontributing ltlernber
Bus ines s / Organi zation
Life I'Iember

and dues Erre

$ 5.00
$ 15.00
$ 25.00
$1 00.00

Dres are payable annr:ally each Januarlz.
Ckrecks payable to S.H.S. , c/o Rnth Leab,
Box 179, 56 l[ain Street, Stephentown, l{Y
121 59.

tt'leetings are held on ttre first Itbnday
evening of each rnmth. Read ttre Echo and
watch the bulletin boards for up-todate
information.
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