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shistic gravel. In this town is abundance
of limestone,. in detached ledges and a
quarry of very excellent slate has been
opened some years, and pretty extensively
wrought. This is near New-Lebanon
Springs. Some samples of lead ore, in the
form of galena, have been sent me from
this Town, but they are not rich; and the
best mines for American farmers, lie on
the surface, rather than in the bowels of
the earth. The road from New-Lebanon
Pool, northward through the Vale of
Stephentown, Berlin and Petersburg, and
Hancock, and Adams, is a very pleasant
one, particularly in summer, and
mid-winter, when the dairy farms are
covered with cattle, pasturing in droves
of some hundreds, or feeding in ample
meadows around the stacks of hay.

HERITAGE CENTER UPDATE

If you have passed the Heritage Cénter
lately you will be proud of \ its
appearance. The roof and steeple are
finished. The Babcock brothers have put
in new supports, re-aligned and painted
the steeple and also repaired and painted
the roof.

The next project will be an addition on
the back to house the kitchenette and rest
room.

Everyone is urged to support allshof\our
fund raising efforts to help pay fér this
next step in reconstruction.

COMING SHS PROGRAMS

Dec. 4 TH "Holiday Potluck and Party"
Jan. 8 TH "Recollections of the Rutland"
Feb. 5 TH

Mar. 5 TH "US Census"

Apr. 2 TH '"Potluck Supper and Meeting"
May 7 TH '"Pressed Glass"

June 4 SHC

TH-Town Hall

SHC-Stephentown Heritage Center
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CLASS OF 1919-1920

"Hail! Hail! the gang's all here!" Well,
not quite "all". It was the reunion of
the class of 1919-1920 of the Stephentown
Elementary school being held at the
Stephentown Memorial Library on Wednesday,
September 20. Five of the few remaining
members gathered and recalled the happy
days that they spent in the one-room
schoolhbuse.

Begjamin Schmelkin,who chaired the meeting,
wasdone of those members of the class of
seventy years ago. Others present were
CliffordyAldrich from Stephentown, Rose
Gerstel Hewitt from Petersburg, Ethel
Brown Kinny from Berlin, Ellen Smith from
Stephentewn and Ben Schmelkin from Boca
Raton, /Florida. The spouses of former
claSsmates present were Olive Gerstel, who
was married t6, Adolph (Ottie) Gerstel;
Charlesettas@arpenter, who was married to
classmate Clarence (Doc) Carpenter; Rose
Hall, who\/wds married to Don Hall and
Albert _Silwernail, who was married to
Irene Hall.

Membe¥s “of the class who were not able to
attend’ were Issac Schmelkin, Leona Brown
and Katherine Gerstel Doyle.

Thé" names of former teachers included:
Beulah Coon, Delwin Clark and Alberta
Lapp. Margaret Fisher's name was recalled;
she is now living in a nursing home in
Williamstown, Massachusetts.

The former pupils told about going down
the road with water pails to fetch water
at the George Hatch farm on Cranston Hill
Road. The water was dipped out of the
pails and each student shared the common
dipper for drinking. There was no public
transportation, so all the students had to
walk to school. Those who lived on Moore
Hill walked over three miles. They
recalled that one day the snow was sc deep
they had to come in horse and sleigh.

The class reunion included a dinner at
Hinton's Restaurant with the Schmelkin
brothers, Ben, Charlie and Issac as the
hosts.



HARVEST FESTIVAL AND BAKE SALE

Our first venture with Zema's Nursery in a
Harvest Festival and Bake Sale was a
success. Many of our members were
involved.

The Bake Sale attracted "Leaf Peepers' who
vied with each other for the home baked
goods. Slices of pie or cake, coffee or
hot mulled cider were sold.

There were 27 entries in the Pumpkin
Contest which was judged at noon. Winners
were happy with cash prizes and gifts.

Our thanks to the Zema family who moved
hundreds of squash, pumpkins and jars of
jam and jelly to make room for the sale.

*x *¥ % *x * * * * * *x % *x * *

A Pathmaster was a road superintendent for
a district. When George Holcomb was
appointed to this position in his district
on 8 April 1823, his district was assessed
993 days. (If a property owner loaned 1
cart, 2 oxen and 1 man, he was credited
with 4 days work.)

The preceding information was taken’ from
the diary of George Holcomb, Stephentown
resident. (b. 1792 - d. 1856)

Editors: Virginia Atwater
Klaus Burg
Ruth Lecab
Sylvia Leibensperger
Richard lLewis
Susan Savage

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name
Street

State Zip
Phone

Membership Categories
Please check one

( ) Individual Member $ 5.00
( ) Contributing Member $ 15.00
( ) Business Organization $ 25.00
( ) Life Member $100.00

Dues enclosed

Donation
Total enclosed

Make checks payable to:
Stephentown Historical Society
P.O. Box 11, Stephentown, NY 12168

Dues @re payable annually each January.
Meetings@are held on the first Monday
evening ‘of each month.





