





CRAFTFEST

Look for the bright blue banners on
Saturday, July 28. It will be an
exciting day on the Fire Company's
Muster Field. We hope it will become
the first of many art and craft shows.
The Craftfest Committee will welcome
volunteers and count on all of us to
publicize this event. The proceeds will
go toward restoration of the Heritage
Center.

Entrants who are accepted to this juried
show will sell and exhibit inside and
just outside the pavilion. Throughdut
the day there will be activities for
children, and demonstrations to be
enjoyed by young and old alike. Picnic
tables will be set up near the kitchen

area and snack foods, ice cream and

drinks will be sold all day.

The Historical Society will have its own
booth with crafts made by members in
addition to the usual sale items. A
large quilt in the  Flight. \ of
Geese pattern, made by Linda ‘Holder,
will go to a lucky raffle ticket holder.
You will hear about this fair through
the papers and on the radio, but please
don't wait, put it on your calendar now;
July 28, 10:00 to 5:00, rain or shine,
No admission charge.

OOMING SHS PROGRAMS

July 2 SHC "History and Etiquette
of the American Flag"

Aug. 4 SHC “Tour and Picnic

Sept. 10 SHC "Pompeii"

Cbto 'IH
Nov. TH
Dec. TH Potluck Supper and

Holiday Party

TH - Town Hall
SHC - Stephentown Heritage Center

ARMCHATR SHOPPING

Loock to your roots America! A careful
survey of our past will focus on the
role that Sears Roebuck and Montgomery
Ward played in the catalog business.
Farmers found catalog stores the only
affordable source for much needed
home and farm supplies.
The struggling farmers were pretty much
at the mercy of the Yankee peddlers or
the local merchants who were often over
priced. The farmers formed Granges to
combat the high prices. To these Granges
Montgomery Ward and then Sears Roebuck
sent their catalogs, hoping to gain the
rural trade.
Aaron Montgomery Ward, 'the father of
the mail order business", came on the
scene as a young salesman who roamed the
Midwest, with his horse and buggy.
Ward"was convinced he could do business
with the Granges, and thought he could
sell them quality goods at a fair price.
In 1872 he sent a one-page price list to
the Grangers---the world's first general
merchandise‘mail order catalog, and the
start of the mail order industry.
Sears{ Roebuck and Co. got its start
in /1889. Richard Sears sold coal and
whatever else We could to the people of
North Redwood;“Minn., while working as a
station agent\ for the St. Louis Railway.
When ay, jeweler failed to pay for
a shipment of some
watches, Sears bought
them. He sent off a
one page memo to the
station agents along
the railroad 1listing
the watches. The watches
were soon sold out and
Sears offered other
merchandise at reasonable
prices through his expanding
catalogs. Mindful of Montgomery Ward's
great success with the Grangers, Sears
decided to try for a share of the
business.
Over the years the catalog business had
to adapt to socio-economic changes.
Sears is still in the forefront but
Montgomery Ward discontinued its catalog
business in 1985.
The early catalogs served a multiple
purpose. For rural America they were
the first shopping malls, as well as a
source of entertainment for both adults
and children.




Is there a nicer way to usher in the
summer than a STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL? Ours
will be held Sunday, July 1
(tentatively), at Zema's Nursery on Rt.
22, This event was first held in 1984,
the . year of our Bicentennial. Now we
don our costumes each year and continue
to treat the public to the biggest and
best shortcakes in the vicinity. (The
berries will come from Shadowbrook Farm
on Goodrich Hollow Road.)

The Co-Chairmen are Claire Watts and
Esther Koepp. They remind you to watch
the papers for a firm date. The date
depends on the stawberries not, the
Historical Society.

TAG SALE - Bdith Strobl, Chairman of the?,"

annual Tag Sale, is announcing a change
in date from Columbus Day weekend, to
Labor Day weekend. (You guessed) it.
We're tired of being cold.)

This is a reminder to _sawve,~ your
collectibles and throw-awayss) We can
pick up and store large items; if neéd
be. Phone Edith at 733-5552.

BLOODMOBILE - Our first cooperative
venture with the Rensselaer County
Chapter of the American Red Cross was so
successful that we agreed once again to
host the Bloodmobile Drive in
Stephentown. The summer date will be
July 16 at the Fire Hall (Vanderbilt
House), 3:00 to 6:00. The SHS members
who worked in January are invited to
volunteer again.

-

ARE YOU A 1990 MEMBER OF THE STEPHENTOWN
HISTORICAL SOCIETY?

1990 membership categories and dues are
as follows:

Individual Member $ 5.00
Contributing Member $ 15.00
Business/Organization $ 25.00
Life Member $100.00

Dues are payable each January.
Checks payable to S.H.S., c/o Ruth Leab,
RR}, Box 179, Stephentown, NY 12168.

$, % $ FOR HERITAGE CENTER - There
will be a 1991 calender. The design
for eachmonth will focus on the 1880
period in\this area. Sylvester's
History of Columbia and Rensselaer
Counties will provide beautiful
ilustrations of old residences and
structures.

Etta Jacobs, daughter of Dave Jacobs who
is handling this money-raising project,
is the designer of the calender. It
will be titled "Once Upon a Year" and
you will want one for yourself and at
least one or more for friends.

For fall fun, mark this date on your
calender - October 14.

The SHS and Zema's Nursery on Rt. 22 are
collaborating again with a pumpkin
judging contest and bake sale.






