




-continued fron trry. 1-

ttre G. T?rey didn't look too badly if
ttre blanket sort of rnatched the
trousers. Later the !fifiI r:niforms \'rrere
replaced wittr ttre CUC green unj-forms.
Ore man recalled arriving at a canp in
1 933, rnnded a bag and directed to a
pile of straw. He was ttren told to filt
ttre bag, as that sras his rnattress. TLtis
same rnan stated that you ould sleep on
anything after planting 1 ,000 or rpre
trees during the day.
As could be o<pected, a cary averaging
200 rrEn was run on a nilitary systern.
Reveille h/as tlre 'wake-r4> caII' ard ttp
rrpn rnarched to ttre rrpss hall doulcle
fiIe. Ttreir "meal ticlcet" was a tie
(rnorn with r,rcrk clothes ) . Itba1s lvere
plain, substantial and nourishing. The
flag was raised and lowered each day on
the way to nrcrning mess. Daily cleaning
of the barracks was the mle as was the
inspection of beds, with no vrinkles in
tltem!
Ctreny Plain Carp, a/k/a @C hm, is our
closest installation. Ttre following ane
details of interest to that particular
bivor:ac. Thre cary was constntcted
between 1 October and 15 lrlovember 1933,
on the Capitol District GarE Refuge.
ltre rren lvere mainly employed in the
constmction of a 550 foot dam across
the Black River VaIIey. Drring eight
months of ttre year, working double
shifts, r"rcrk on the rnannpttt concrete
core dam advanced steadily. Ivbanwtriler
other rl,rcrk on gnaller dams, ponds, and
feeding growds were carried on.
Drring the severe winter of 1933-34,
when count:1r roads were blocked by snohl
too heary to be rnrved by local plows,
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the nen turned out wittr shovels to clear
tttem. In several instances, ttris rrork
alloved ttre local doctor to respond to
emergencies. Ttre spring of 1936 brought
bad flooding and ttre entire qnpany
Iabored all night wittr sandbags to save
the unconpleted dam and prevent damage
to ttte lands further down ttre valley.
Ftee tfure in the evenings ould be used
as one wished ard ttte members of tlre
camps $,ere able to ontinue ttreir
education, if ttrey chose. D.rring ttre
winter of 1937 , 60t of ttre nen in Cherry
Plain tvere enrolled in academic ard
vocational classes wLrich vyere onducted
by o<perienced teachers. Ttre narre of
their rateekly newsletter was "Ttris hm
Thingtt.
Athletics h,ere emphasized and ttre
cqnpany turned out strong teams in
baseball, basketball, track, and boxing.
Distance did not interfere with
inter-camp conpetition nor wittr teams in
the surzounding cities and tornrns. A
large banack was rernodeled as a
glmmasium, containing a boxing rirg and
LEndbaII court.
@C Alunni are ttre living history of ttre
organization. The
Historical Society is trffing to record
nernories of ttre alunni before ttrey are
Iost to Ltre coning generations. If you
1<rrorlr of anyone vfto spent tine wittr ttre
OCC (an)nvhere in the ountrlr), we vrould
appreciate hearing frcrn you or ttrern.
Please v,rite [vts. Elizabettr t*lcC1ave,
Goold Road, Stephentov.rn, \IY 12158-9711
or phone her at 1-518-733-5064.
Itre Crc is gone but we don't wish it to
be forgotten.
AI4ERTCA IS A BETTB, PIACE BECAUSE OF TIIE
WORK OF TIIE CCC!
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"Slnker Design"
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t'Farming, Then and Nowt'
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Annual Meeting
"Stephentown, by residents
of nearby towns"
"History in the tvlaking"



ACTNTJTTES GAIPRE

I\fc one can accuse the mernbers of ttte
Stephentoun Historical Saiely of being
idle. !{e started the stlrnrer wittr ttre
ninth annr-ral Stra
ctraired by Clair new
effort tlre Craftfesti tlre annr:al Tag
SaIe, chaired by Edith Strobl,
httrich was rncved frqn October to Iabor
Day weekend, and finally ttre Rrckin
Festival ard Bake SaIe at Zema's. These
activities brought in a total of nearly
$4, 000 . 00 . es ttre sying ltoes "rn 'e
orrldn't have done it wittrout you".
Ihe @operation and team r,vork by bottr
nembers ard others in the comnrnity,
wErs great. llhe last effort wiII be the

calendar sales, all to go tonard
refirrbishing tlre Heritage Center,

HRTTAGE CETiTIER TJPDATE

Since ttre last Newsletter sorrp real
proglress has been rnade on the Heritage
Center. Itre low platform everlzone
tripped on has been removed allowing the
speaker's table to be npved forward to
the stage. Ttris enlarges tlre audience
area by six feet.
the er<tension on the back, future hqne
of ttre lavatory, kitchenette and
additional storage has been closed in
and has tlvo coats of paint. tJpdating
the electrial systern j-s now in progress.

Edltorg : Vlrglnia Atrater
Klaus blrg
Ruth lanb
Sylvia IelbensPerger
Richard Lesis
Susan Savage

ARE YC[' A MEMBER OF TTIE
HISIORTCAL SOCIENT?

1 990 nrerbership categories
as follovrs:

Irdividual nember
Contributing nember
Br.rs ines s / Organi zation
Life ltlember

Dres are payable each January^
Checks payable to Stephentown Historical
Society , c/o Ruth Leab, RR1 , Box 179,
Stephentor^nr, IITY 121 68

Dbetings are held on the second llcnday
evening of eactr rnmttt.
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