





-continued from pg. 1-

the OCC. They didn't look too badly if
the blanket sort of matched the
trousers. Later the WWI uniforms were
replaced with the CCC green uniforms.
One man recalled arriving at a camp in
1933, handed a bag and directed to a
pile of straw. He was then told to fill
the bag, as that was his mattress. This
same man stated that you oould sleep on
anything after planting 1,000 or more
trees during the day.

As could be expected, a camp averaging
200 men was run on a military system.
Reveille was the 'wake-up call' and the
men marched to the mess hall double
file. Their '"meal ticket" was a tie
(worn with work clothes). Meals were
plain, substantial and nourishing. The
flag was raised and lowered each day on
the way to morning mess. Daily cleaning
of the barracks was the rule as was the
inspection of beds, with no wrinkles in
them!

Cherry Plain Camp, a/k/a CCC Damg~is our
closest installation. The following are
details of interest to that parti€ular
bivouac. The camp was constructed
between 1 October and 15 November 1933,
on the Capitol District Game Refuge.
The men were mainly employed in “the
construction of a 550 foot dam acress
the Black River Valley. During @ ©ight
months of the year, working (double
shifts, work on the mammoth ¥ concrete
core dam advanced steadily. Meanwhile,
other work on smaller dams,” ponds, and
feeding grounds were carried on.

During the severe winter of 1933-34,
when country roads were blocked by snow
too heavy to be moved by local plows,
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COMING SHS PROGRAMS

1990

Nov. 12 "0ld Toys"
Dec . 10 Holiday Party
Potluck Supper
"The Jared Root House"

1991
Jan. 14 "Shaker Design"
Feb. 11 "Logging These Hills"

March 11  "Farming, Then and Now"
April 8 Potluck Supper
Annual Meeting
May 13 "Stephentown, by residents
of nearby towns"
June 10 "History in the Making"
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Company 205 & 219 at Cherryplain N.Y.

the men turned out with shovels to clear
them. In several instances, this work
allowed the local doctor to respond to
emergencies. The spring of 1936 brought
bad flooding and the entire company
labodred all night with sandbags to save
the uncompleted dam and prevent damage
todthe lands further down the valley.
Free time in the evenings could be used
as one gwished and the members of the
camps were able to oontinue their
educationy if they chose. During the
winter ‘of 1937, 60% of the men in Cherry
Plain /were enrolled in academic and
vecational classes which were conducted
by experienced, teachers. The name of
their weekly , newsletter was "This Dam
Thing".

Athletlcs'fwere emphasized and the
company, {&urned out strong teams in
basebalk¥, basketball, track, and boxing.
Distance did not interfere with
inkter-camp competition nor with teams in
thé surrounding cities and towns. A
large barrack was remodeled as a
gymnasium, containing a boxing ring and
handball court.

CCC Alumni are the living history of the
organization. The Stephentown
Historical Society is trying to record
memories of the alumi before they are
lost to the coming generations. If you
know of anyone who spent time with the
CCC (anywhere in the country), we would
appreciate hearing from you or them.
Please write Mrs. Elizabeth McClave,
Goold Road, Stephentown, NY 12168-9711
or phone her at 1-518-733-5064.

The CCC is gone but we don't wish it to
be forgotten.

AMERICA IS A BETTER PLACE BECAUSE OF THE
WORK OF THE CCC!



ACTIVITIES GALORE

No one can accuse the members of the

Stephentown Historical Society of being.

idle. We started the summer with the
ninth annual Strawberry Festival,
chaired by Claire Watts; then our new
effort - the Craftfest; the annual Tag
Sale, chaired by Edith Strobl,
which was moved from October to Labor
Day weekend, and finally the Pumpkin
Festival and Bake Sale at Zema's. These
activities brought in a total of nearly
$4,000.00. As the saying goes 'we
couldn't have done it without you".
The cooperation and team work by both
members and others in the community,
was great. The last effort will be the
calendar sales, all to go toward
refurbishing the Heritage Center.

HERTTAGE CENTER UPDATE

Since the last Newsletter some real
progress has been made on the-Heritage
Center. The low platform( (everyone
tripped on has been removed allewing the
speaker's table to be moved forward to
the stage. This enlarges the audience
area by six feet.

The extension on the back, futuré ‘home
of the lavatory, kitchenettef™ and
additional storage has been cldsed. in
and has two coats of paint, (Updating
the electrial system is nowdin\progressg

Editors: Virginia Atwater
Klaus Burg
Ruth Leab
Sylvia Leibensperger
Richard Lewis
Susan Savage

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE STEPHENTOWN
HISTORICAL SOCIETY?

1990 membership categories and dues are
as follows:

Individual member $ 5.00
Contributing member $ 15.00
Business/Organization $ 25.00
Life Member $100.00

Dues are payable each January..

Checks payable to Stephentown Historical
Society, c/o Ruth Leab, RR1, Box 179,
Stephentown, NY 12168

Meetings are held on the second Monday
evening of each month.

CHull oFf
THANKSGIVING
Joy

Way THankseIvine

BRING YyOU SOMETHING
Yyou Have LONGED FOR-,
neEverR MHao.

may €acH Day:
3 Jucceeprnes,
LECQVE Yyou
MEMORIES, FOREVER~
GLaD






