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THE KINDERHOOK CREEK:
Then and Now

Spafford's 1824 Gazeteer of New York State
tells us that the Kinderhook Creek, one of the
best streams for mills in the United States,
is formed of numerous branches that spread
over the SE corner of Rensselaer County and
the NE corner of Columbia County, which united
runs to the SW.

The Kinderhook Creek takes its rise in South
Berlin, Rensselaer County, at a point where
the headwaters of the Kinderhook flows south
and the Hoosic Creek flows north. These
headwaters are but a few rods apart. The
Taghkanic range of mountains passes north and
south through the extreme eastern section of
the county and in the western section the
Petersburg Mountains pass in the same
direction. The two are separated by the long
deep valley through which flows the Kinderhook
Creek in a southerly direction and the Hoosic
Creek in a northerly direction. Between the
waters flowing north and those flowing south,
the summit 1level in this wvalley at South
Berlin is 600 ft. above tide. This stream is
sometimes referred to as the West Brook.

As the Kinderhook flows south, it is joined by
the waters of East Brook near Grange Hall Road
and continues its flow under the bridge in the
village. :
Approximately 500 ft. after the stream flows
under the Rt. 43 bridge, this west branch of
the Kinderhook joins the east branch of the
Kinderhook, which starts in Hancock, MA.

This East tributary of the Kinderhook has its
beginnings in a swampy area above the Hancock
Central School in Hancock, MA. As it makes
its descent towards New York State, four
streams flow into it: Rathbun Brook, Jones
Brook, Whitman Brook and Bentley Brook. It
passes into New York in the Osgood Road area
and then is sometimes referred to as East
Creek. It ocontinues to flow towards
Stephentown where it meets the west branch
that flows from South Berlin.

Continued in the next issue.

-continued from pg. 1-

"We always had a skidway where you
skidded your logs to roll them onto a
truck or wagon, and we had a landing in
the woods where you drew logs with a
skid horse. A skid horse was a very
amazing animal. You didn't need to be
with a good skid horse. He'd have just
a harness, a whiffletree, and a choker.
You'd hook a log onto him and he'd get
through to the road, all alone.
"You didn't use blinders on a skid
horse. That way, if he got hung up he
could turn around and see what he'd
hooked onto. Talk to the real
old-timers, they'll agree with me:
If a good skid horse got the log hung
on a tree, he'd pull that log away from
the tree in the direction that would let
him get it out.
"Mom would go out and work the woods
with Dad. He'd hook the log onto a
horse and the horse would come down on
its own to the road where Mom would
unhook the log, and send him back into
the woods to Dad for another...
"The worst damn job in the Fall was
harvesting shell beans for baked beans.
You'd pull the shell bean plants out by
the roots, tie them together, and hang
them into the hayloft until they was
thoroughly dry. If you had a good Fall,
a dry one, they'd air dry in the hay. It
hardly ever happened just that way; more
often than not they'd mold and rot on
you. When they was dry, you'd pull the
damn brashy pods off, put them in a
burlap bag, and beat them with something
like a ball bat to knock the beans out
of the pods. You'd dump them from one
pan to another, and let the wind blow
away the remnants of the shucks.
"Baked beans are still a tremendous dish
to me. Tripe and fried salt pork, too.
A lot of people shudder at it, but I
tell you I have had many a delicious
helping of fried salt pork and milk
gravy. Of course, milk gravy and
biscuits was the poor man's diet, but I
know lots of people that growed up to be
healthy on that...
"There's no  substitute for the
experiences I had, knowing how things
used to be...I just can't describe it."
* k k k *

The Kinderhook Creek Bibliography: 1824
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Co.; Dept. of Transporation Maps of NY,
MA; 1868 BEERS ATLAS of Renss. Co.



SPECTAL EVENTS

This year's special fund raising events
totaled nearly $4,000.00. This included
the Strawberry Festival and Pumpkin
Festival held at Zema's which have
become social events as visitors enjoyed
the refreshments while listening to the
live band provided by Angela Zema. The
Tag Sale was also a very successful
event.
This year's Craftfest saw an increase in
exhibitors. We were again fortunate to
have a donation for our raffle. Barbara
Peterson donated a lovely hand hooked
rug which was won by Anna Mary Dunton's
granddaughter.
None of these Special Events ocould have
happened without tremendous cooperation
in the form of donations of goods and
volunteer hours by members of the
Society and ocommunity people. This
support is heartwarming!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Dec 9 Holiday Potluck, Gifts and
Singalong (Town Hall, 6:30)

Jan 13 One-Room School Houses
(Town Hall, 7:30)

Feb 10 Recent Excavations in NYS
(Town Hall, 7:30)

Mar 9 Residents of Other Lands
(Town Hall, 7:30)

Apr 13 Estes Mill
(Town Hall, 7:30)

May 11 Berkshire Scenic Railway
(Heritage Center, 7:30)

Jun 8 Swords
(Heritage Center, 7:30)
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Editors: Virginia Atwater

Klaus Burg
Ruth Lcab

Sylvia Leibensperger
Richard Lewis
Susan Savage

YOU ARE INVITED
TO JOIN
THE STEPHENTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

1991 membership categories and dues are
as follows:

Individual member $5.00
Contributing member $15.00
Business/Organization $25.00
Life member $100.00

We hope you will join us this year.
Checks payable to Stephentown Historical
Society, c/o Anitta G. Burg, P.O. Box
339, Stephentown, NY 12168

HERITAGE CENTER UPDATE

The Heritage Center has been used to its
fullest this past half year. Committee,
Board and Public meetings take place
here during the warm months. This year
the planning, execution and opening of
the Architectural Exhibit showed the
full guse of the building with its
impréved lighting, excellent display
bodrds, and use of our peg boards and
display cases to supplement the main
éxhibit. Outstanding was the mini post
and beam {barn frame and tools loaned to
us by Charle$ Babcock. 212 people viewed
the exhibit including the architecture
class #£ram Berlin High School. The front
doors “wiow open out and heat sensors
are» about to be, installed connected to
ouryalarm system.

The big news ,is that we have been
awarded two),grants by the New York
Council “ona'the Arts. One for the
restoration” of the portrait of Stephen
Van Rensselaer. The second, added to
the monies we already have in the Museum
Reserve Fund will enable us to install a
héating system. So we progress!






