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in the basement for the aging process.
After a week or two, it was enjoyed and
the bottles were refilled with a freshly
made batch. Even the metal caps were
used as shoe-scrape boards to wipe mud
from the soles of shoes.

The list could go on and on--such as
reversing worn out shirt collars,
the darning of holes in socks, and the
feeding of table scraps to yard animals,
such as chickens. The chickens returned
the favor by furnishing feathers, eggs
and meat for the table. Isn't that what
recycling is all about?

ALBUM IV

Album IV seems to be a great success
with its 250 pictures of places and
people of Stephentown. They first
appeared at the Strawberry Festival
where they were eagerly snapped up. The
Craftfest and the SVFD Muster  saw
another large number sold. They  ‘are
available for purchase in local stores.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Jan 11 '"0ld Books"
Heritage Center, 7:30

Feb 8 "Bring and Brag"
Heritage Center, 7:30

Mar 8 "History of Seagroatt's!
Heritage Center, 7:30

Apr 12 Potluck and
"A Fair Land to Build on"
Town Hall, 7:30

May 10 "What's In This Picture?"
Heritage Center, 7:30

Jun 14 '"History was Made"
Heritage Center, 7:30

A THANK YOU FROM BETTY FEATHERS

Thank you to everyone who |has
contributed food, time and energy to the
Historicial Society for the past year.
We could not have accomplished all we
have without your help. We are the envy
of other historical societies because of
our member involvement.

SALUTE TO BETTY McCLAVE

The Friday night reception to mark the
opening of the Transportation Exhibit
was special because we saluted Betty
McClave for her years of service and
endless hours of work for the Historical
Society. The event was truly a surprise
shared by family, members, friends
and specially invited guests. No one has
given more time and put forth more
effort on behalf of the Historical
Society, and especially 'her" museum
than Betty.

THE HERITAGE CENTER

This year the Historical Society has
made great strides toward its goals. The
furnace has been installed which will
allow us to meet in the building all
winteéryy The newest addition is the
entrante ramp to accommodate everyone.
The building extension is now completely
insulated even under the floor, thanks
to the, help of a court-referred
volunteer.\We are now clearing out the
attic se’insulation can be applied there
also. ,Insulation will be blown into the
wadls to help further control the
heating bills. The rear entrance/exit
now_ has a platform and steps. Partitions
are being sinstalled to close in the
bathroom and ‘¢loset.

By working closely with the
Environmental Health Department, we will
be able 4o install a septic system and
eventually a well. We have applied for a
¢apital grant to the New York Council on
the/ Arts to help with the funding for
this project for next year. In the
request the grant will include the
exterior painting so we can install
exterior storm windows and use the Lexan
donated by G.E. Plastics. We can then
remove the plywood covers and let in the
light. The Lexan cuts out the ultra
violet rays which would be harmful to
some artifacts.

There is still sheetrock taping to be
done and shelves to be built. If anyone
has an hour or two to spare call Betty
at 733-5235.

WANTED: A wardrobe, chifferobe or tall
cabinet in which to hang our ever
increasing oollection of antique
clothing.



A TRIBUTE TO A FORMER MEMBER

Many people in Stephentown have been
asking about our friend Ben Schmelkin.
It is with deep regret that we learned
Ben passed away this past winter in his
home in Boco Ratan, Florida. Ben and his
wife Selma spent summers here in their
home on Cranston Hill Road. His father,
Joseph Schmelkin and family, bought the
Cranston Mansion back in 1919. Ben and
his brother attended the Stephentown
Elementary School when it was located in
what is now the Memorial Library. He was
listed in the 1989-1990 volume of "Who's
Who in the World". He was a life-member
of the Stephentown Historical Society
and provided the funding to purchase the
public address system that we now use in
our monthly meetings. We miss him in the
community and in our meetings. Our
sympathy reaches out to the Schmelkin
family.

gditors: Virginia Atwater
Klaus Burg
Ruth Loab
Sylvia Leibensperger
Richard lewis
Susan Savage

YOU ARE INVITED
TO JOIN
THE STEPHENTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

1992 membership categories and dues are
as follows:

Individual Member $5.00
Contributing Member $15.00
Business/Organization $25.00
Life Member $100.00

We hope you will join us this vyear.
Checks payable to Stephentown Historical

Society, c/o Jane Dwyer Box
Stephentom, NY 121680 " HR Vi

a,g you have

reason to be
thankful this
THANKSGIVING





