











ART EXHIBIT

This summer's show will be an art
exhibit promoting the works of local
artists. It will feature water colors,
oil, photography, furniture, sculpture
ceramics and other forms of art.

The exhibit will be open for two weeks
instead of just on Saturdays as we have
done in the past. This is in response to
those who must work on Saturdays and
have not been able to visit our
exhibits.

The dates will be August 18 through 22
and 25 through 29 from 1 to 4 PM. Be
sure to come and see the talent we have
in Stephentown.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Jun 27 STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL
Zema's, Rt. 22, 1-5:00

July 12 MOCCASIN TRAILS
Heritage Center, 7:30

July 31 CRAFTFEST '93
SVFD Muster Field, 10-4:00

Aug 9 OLD BOTTLES
Heritage Center, 7:30

Aug ART EXHIBIT
18-22 Heritage Center
25-29 1-4:00

Sept 4  TAG SALE
Dave's Market Field
10-4:00 (Rain date 9/6)

Sept 13 EARLY MEETING HOUSES
Heritage Center, 7:30

Oct 10 PUMPKIN FEST
Zema's, Rt 22, 1-5:00

Oct 11 CHILDREN'S GAMES
Heritage Center, 7:30

Nov 8 TINSMITHS
Heritage Center, 7:30

Dec 13 HOLIDAY PARTY
& Pot Luck
Town Hall, 6:30
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poor condition. However, one title stood
out, a book published in 1814 about the
Iewis and Clark expedition. As it turned
out this book was one of the rarest in
American publishing history.
Unfortunately it is a two-volume set and
I found only volume one. Also, the book
was nearly falling apart and incomplete.
With a rare book once it is damaged its
value plummetss Still, this book was
considered so scarce that I was able to
sell it for the owner for $1,000. If we
had found both volumes complete and in
very good condition we could have gotten
as much as $30,000 for the set!

Often I will get a call from someone who
says something like: "I have a copy of A
Tale of Two Cities by Dickens. It's over
100 years old, about 1890. I think it's
valuable." I know almost immediately it
is not. First, all such classics are
reprinted by different publishers
literally thousands of times, so for
this one to be a first or early edition
would be 1like getting struck by
lightening. Most people feel that the
date is the most important factor in
assessing the value of an old book. In
actuality date is way down the line in
deciding value of a particular book. I
have been offered books published in
1820 which I would not buy for any price
and I have bought books published in
1985 that I've bought for $100.

Another misleading factor is when the
words '"first edition" appears on the
copyright page. Well it is true, the
first editions of some books are very
valuable. But if it is a first edition
by an author, who either never received
literary recognition or never sold more
than a few copies of a book because it
was so bady that it is virtually
valueless despite those fateful words.
There is no easy way to tell 'a rare or
valuable book when you see one. The best
way to find out is to frequent a used
book shop and see the types of books
that command both high and low prices
and to ask a lot of questions. If you
hear of an Antiquarian book show in your
area, take half a day to check it out
because each dealer who brings books to
show brings his best. If you look
closely you can learn more about rare
books in an afternoon that most people
learn in a lifetime.




HERITAGE CENTER UPDATE

The insulation for the foundation is now
completed and is to be followed by
insulating the walls. Then the outside,
will be painted after careful
preparation by removing alligatored
paint and resetting nails.

Monies donated in Betty McClave's memory
have made it possible to fulfill her
dream of an office in the Heritage
Center. Stephentown's former Post
Office boxes and Dutch door will be
along one wall. Tom McVeigh will
provide facilities for files and records
and Rik McClave has donated a computer
so the office will be state of the art.
Upstairs the storage area is being put
in order with an up to date listing of
newly acquired items. These are stored
on shelves by category. A library is
being created with  Thistorical and
reference books where one may go for
historical research by appointment.

FUND RATSING

When you are approached either in person
or by mail give what you can so we may
move ahead with our many projects and
programs. Your support is vital.

Cditors: Virginia Atwater
Klaus Burg
Ruth Loab
Sylvia lLeibensperger
Richard Lewis
Susan Savage

YOU ARE INVITED
TO JOIN
THE STEPHENTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

1993 membership categories and dues are
as follows:

Individual Member $5.00
Contributing Member $15.00
Business/Organization $25.00
Life Member $100.00

We hope you will join us this year.
Checks payable to Stephentown Historical
Society, c/o Jane Dwyer, HCR1 Box 67,
Stephentown, NY 12168.

TAG SALE

Start saving your collectibles and other
saleable items for the annual Tag Sale
Saturday, September 4 (rain date Sept.
6)pDave's Field, Rt. 43, 10-4. Arrange
todthave large items picked up by calling
Chairperson Edith Strobl at 733-5552.

Needed, for storage in Heritage Center.
Wardrobe and a low dresser for clothing.






