





BOOK REVIEW: "THE UNREDEEMED CAPTIVE-
A FAMILY STORY FROM EARLY AMERICA" BY
JCHN DEMOS

This nonfiction work was purchased by
the Stephentown Memorial Library this
summer. It is worth reading for its
careful look into the 1lives of the
colonial inhabitants of New England and
surroundings.

In 1704, the Indians allied with the
French burned the frontier settlement at
Deerfield, Massachusetts, and took more
than 100 members of the community
captive. Among these were the eminent
minister and community leader John
Williams, his wife and their five
children. The group of captives were
marched to the Montreal area and the
survivors were  either "redeemed"
(purchased) by French Montrealers or
adopted into Indian families.

The book centers on the Williams'
seven-year old daughter Eunice, who was
adopted by a Mohawk family living at the
Jesuit mission-fort Kahnawake near
Montreal, and her family's efforts, to
"redeem" her. Eunice's new Indian family
would not give her up and, likeyfour
other young girls from the Deerfield
group, she forgot her English\slanguage
and became fully integrated’.into the
Kahnawake community. She was# indeed thé
"unredeemed captive."

John Williams was released after two and
a half years of captivity and returned
to Massachusetts. Decades of efforts to
redeem Eunice through prayer,
sermonizing and diplamacy followed.
Williams and the the other staunch
Puritans were worried as much abqut the
captives' conversion to Catholicism as
to "savagery."

Along with the Williams' family tragedy,
the author tells of the dangerous life
on the New England-Canada frontier
during the many French-British wars
flowing from their ocounterparts in
Europe. The diplomatic influence of
Albany in negotiations and the many
trips back and forth over wilderness
corridors between Montreal, Boston,
Albany and the Connecticut River Valley
are of interest in better understanding
the early settlement of our own region.

If you 1like delving into regional
history and getting a deeper
understanding of a past age, look for
"The Unredeemed Captive" by Yale
historian John Demos.

Reviewed by Meredith Rhindress
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Mrs. Theda Elwell purchased the house in
1948 and lives there with her son Bruce.
Go slowly as you drive through the
village on Rt. 43, and imagine the
stories which this unpretentious gray
home could tell if it could talk.

‘Mt. Whitney Institute building, now the home of Mrs. Theda Elwell. The

people inyphoto were gathered for the Gardner reunion.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

All programs at Heritage Center

Dec 12 HOLIDAY PARTY AND POTLUCK
6:30 PM

Jan 9 QOLONIAL ARTIFACTS
7:30 M

Feb 13 FARMING TECHNIQUES
7:30 PM

Mar 13 ANTIQUE SEED VARIETIES
7:30 PM

Apr 10 POTLUCK SUPPER
US POSTAL SERVICE & ZIP CODES
6:30 PM

May 8 A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A CIVIL
WAR SOLDIER
7:30 PM

Jun 12 CYLINDER RECORDINGS
7:30 PM



WE NEED HELP!

The Newsletter committee is asking for
help from our members and readers.
Please let us know what type of
information you would 1like in future
issues of the Newsletter. Call 733-5716
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FOR GIFT GIVING

Reflections $10.00
(Stephen Van Rensselaer)

Bicentennial Album 6.00
Album I 4.00
Album IV 6.00

Call 733-5235

ARE YOU A MEMBER
oF
THE STEPHENTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY?

JOIN TODAY!
Membership categories and dues are
as follows:

Individual Member $5.00
Contributing Member $15.00
Business/Organization $25.00
Life Member $100.00

We hope you will Jjoin us this year.
Checks payable to Stephentown Historical
Society, P.O. Box 11, Stephentown, NY
12168

Meetings are held at the Heritage Center
each month. Read The Echo and watch
bulletin boards for up-to-date program
information.





