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Ttris rpnfistion r,uork waF ptrchased bV
ttre Stephentov,in t"terncrial LiJcrara this
sumner. It is r,vorth reading for its
careful look into ttre lives of the
olonial inhabitants of lrlew hgland and
surnoundings.
In 1704, the Irdians a1lied wittr the
FYenctr burned the frontier settlernent at
Deerfield, ltbssachusetts, and took rcre
ttran 100 mernbers of the curmnity
captive. Anong these $tere the erninent
minister and conrunity leader John
Williams, his wife and their five
ctrildren. Tkre group of captives $rere
nrarched to tlre l"lcntreal area and ttte
sunrivors were eittrer trt*{"at ={tt
(prrchased) b'y Fbencrr lttrntrealers or
adopted into Indian families.
Itre book enters on ttre Williams'
seven-year old daughter Eunicer wfp was
adopted by a lvbharid< fanily living at the
Jesuit mission-fort lhhrnunke near
lbntreal, and her family's efforts to
Itrer{eefirrr her. Eunicets new Indian family
tvould rpt give her up drrd, Iike four
ottren young girls frqn the Deerfield
llroupr she forgot her Eqlish language
ard becane fully integrrated into tle
IGhna,wake onrm:nity. She was indeed the
ttunredeened captive. tt

John Williarns was released after two and
a half years of captivity ard returned
to l"lassachusetts. Decades of efforts to
redeenr Hrnice through prayert
senrontzung and diplcnacy followed.
Willians and ttre the ottpr staunctt
RJritans were r,orried as nu.rch abqut the
captives' conversiqt to Cattrolicisn as
to "savagery. tt

Along wittr the Williams' family tragedyt
the author tells of the dangeror.rs life
on ttre l{ew hgland-Canada frontier
during the nnny Ftenctr-Bnitish wars
flowing firqn ttreir ounterparts in
Europe. Ttre diplcnatic influence of
Albany in regotiations and the many
trips back ard forth over wilderness
orridors between ltlrntreal, Boston,
Albany ard ttre Oonnecticut Riven Valley
are of interest in better rnderstarding
the early settlenent of our o$,n region.

If lrou like delving into regimal
history ard gettirg a deeper
urderstanding of a past d9€r lok for
"Ihe Unredeened Captive" by Yale
historian Jdrr DefiDs.

Reviewed by Meredittr Rhi:rdress
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continued fron 1ry. 1

!hs. Theda EIweIl prrctrased ttre tnrse in
1948 ard lives ttrere wittr her sdt Ehlce.
Go slowly as you drive through tlre
village on Rt. 43, ard irnagine the
stories nhich ttris unpretentious lpay
hqrte could telI if it could talk.

Mr. Whitney Instinrte building, now the homc of Mrs. Thdr Elwcll. The
pcoplc in photo wcrt gathcrcd for the Crardner rcuoioo.
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CAIAtrlER (f,' EVEVIS

AII programs at Heritage Oenter

Dec 12

Jan 9

reb 13

lrlar 13

Apr 10

PIay I

Jun 12

HOLIDAY PARTY AND PqIEUCK
6:30 FM
OTCNIAL ARTTFAETS
7:30 PUI
FARIT{IIiG TffiINIqJES
7: 30 PltI
A}TfIg.lE SEED VARTETTES
7: 30 Ptvl
PgIT,Tffi ST'PPER,
US ruTAL SB\ITCE & ZIP @DES
6: 30 El,l
A MY IN TTIE IJIIE OF A CTWL
WAR SOIDIR.
7:30 PM
CYIJNDR. REMRDINCS
7:30 Pll



m NEED rfFr.p!

Ihe tibwsletten cqunittee is asking for
help frqn our rembers ard readers.
Please let us lmcr$r htrat tfpe of
information you tu.r1d like in future
issues of the tibwsletter. CaIl 733-5715

***********

FB GTTT GTVTIC

ERts N' A UE,TER
G

TEE Sf,EFIIHIIUtr{ HISTWIEL ffIEfr?

.JOIN IODAY!
Membership categrories arxl dues are
as follows:

Irdividual lbrnber
Oontri-buting Member
E:siness /Organi zation
Life Member

$5, 00
$1 5. 00
$25. 00

$1 00.00

Reflections
(Stephen Van Rensselaer)
Bicentennial Albun
Albr.rn I
Albun IV

caII 733-5235

llltcnt Vtr$nlr lb.tr
Ifrr laf
h|ut L$
Slvlr bfbrF''gr
llchrrd Lclr
lnn Srvqr

$1 0. 00

6.00
4.00
6.00

We hope you will join us ttris year.
Checks payable to Stephentorm Historical
Society, P.O. Ebx 11 , Stephentorvrr, tflf
121 68

ttbetings are held at the Heritage Center
each rnmttr. Reid The Echo and watctr
hrlletin boards for up-to-date program
inforrnation.
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