





QOMING HISTORICAL SOCIETY EVENTS

The 14th annual STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL will
be held at Zema's on Rt. 22 from 1 to
5:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 25, subject to
the ripeness of the berries.
Is it possible that this will be ocur 6th
annual CRAFTFEST! As before, it will be
held at the Muster Field Pavilion on the
last Saturday in July (29). It is a one
day event 10 to 4:00 p.m., rain or
shine. This juried show attracts
craftspeople and visitors fraom
considerable distances. We ask that you
publicize this event locally. The items
for sale are of superior quality, the
food is great and the activities appeal
to all ages.
We expect to see you at the TAG SALE on
September 2, same place (Dave's Market)
same time (10 to 4:00 p.m.), unless it
rains. Rain date is Monday, September
4,
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HERTTAGE CENTER UPDATE

The library room at the Heritage ‘Cénter
was dedicated in memory of Ernest
Hill. -- It will be open every Friday
from 1-4PM when the Living Gravestones
and cemetery files will be available fon
research. -- In our kitchen, the walls
have been painted and shelves have been
installed. We hope to have the hall
leading to the back door and restrooms
painted this summer.
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WISH LIST

T.V. with VCR capabilities and VCR
cassette player.

A working upright or canister vacuum
that still has bags available.

A pin up lamp - spotlight style for use
in the library.

STEPHENTOWN ADDS
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS |

The Stephentown fire department has | °
purchased twenty-three twn and one-
half gallon fire extinguishers which has |
been distributed around the town n
private familles free of charge whick |
Is to be used as fire protection. It wil. |:
no doubt be well to know that extin-
guishers will be found at the homes of \?
Edwin Wheeler, Emma Atwater, Snell
Bros, Fuller Hewitt, Elbert Bateman,
Frederick Brown, Willlam Holt, Jr.,
‘| Willlam Cranston. Fran McFeely, John
Esposito, Eugene Vosburgh, Rolan Pzck.
Lawrence Manns, Roy Rose, William
Lapp, Fred Gardner, Waldron Lapp. |:
Fred Launt, Ernest Reynolds. Calvin
Atwater, John Atwatar, Mrs. Ella At- |.
| water and Robert Odell.

continued from pg. 1

1838,a satinet mill and flannel factory.
Gradually, these enterprises lost custom
to others in towns more strategically
located, with greater power resources.
According to historian George Baker
Anderson, as late as 1876, seven
factories could be found in Stephentown
Village alone, but ‘'depression in
business caused a suspension of
operations".

In the following century, Stephentown
reverted almost wholly to farming, and
its population dwindled.
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continued from pg. 2

are shown on the plaques hanging in the
vestibule of the Library. At a
subsequent meeting Lewis Griffin was
elected President, a position he retained
for the next 35 years.

In 1947 a provisional charter was granted
by the State Board of Regents, and a
campaignywas’ bequn to raise money for the
construction of a library building.
Averyf ‘Hall donated land adjacent to the
Stephentown Elementary School. 1948 was
a,(year of active fund raising: personal
confributionsgtham suppers, game parties
and a benefity auction sponsored by the
Taconic_ WNakley Grange. Construction
began inhJily of that year and the new
library®opened on June 14, 1949 with Miss
Blanche«Coffee as librarian.

By, the early 70s it was clear that more
room) was needed, and in 1972 The
Stephentown Memorial Library moved across
the street.

The present Library building has an
interesting history. It was originally a
one-room school house serving children in
school district 4. There was no water or
plumbing (kids went to a neighbor's house
for water and used the 4-seater in the
back of the school). As other district
schools closed, the children were
transferred to School 4 and space became
a problem. In 1899 an extension was made
onto the back of the building. After the
Stephentown Elementary School opened in
1948 the old School 4 remained empty
until 1960 at which time it was converted
into the Town Hall. In 1972 the Taconic
Valley Grange Building became the Town
Hall and the School 4/Town Hall building
became The Stephentown Memorial Library.



SUMMER EXHTBIT

This summer's exhibit at the Heritage
Center, "Over Here, Over There', will be
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of
the end of World War II. We are
requesting the loan of WW II items used
overseas or on the homefront. On our
list is a full uniform for each branch
of service: Army, Navy, Marines, Coast
Guard, WAC, WAF, WAVE, USO, (Air Force
we have) ; insignias, posters
(recruiting) souvenirs and other
memorabilia that you might have. If you
have any items that you are willing to
loan us for display, please call Betty
Feathers at 733-5235.

Exhibit dates are Friday, August 18, 1-4
and 7-9pm; Saturday, August 19, 1-4;
Sunday, August 20, 1-4; Tuesday, August
22, 7-9pm; Wednesday, August 23, 1-4;
Thursday, August 24, 7-9pm; Friday,
August 25, 1-4 and 7-9pm; Saturday,
August 26, 1-4; Sunday, August 27, 1-4.
Videos of the Pacific Theater will be
shown on each date.
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Zditors: Virginia Atwater

Klaus Burg

Ruth Loab

Sylvia Leibensperger
Richard Lewis

Susan Savage

ARE YOU A MEMBER
oF
THE STEPHENTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY?

Membership categories and dues are
as follows:

Individual Member $5.00
Contributing Member $15.00
Business/Organization $25.00
Life Member $100.00

We hope you will join us this year.
Checks payable to Stephentown Historical
Society, P.O. Box 11, Stephentown, NY
12168

Meetings are held at the Heritage Center
each month. Read your Newsletter, The
Echo and watch bulletin boards for
up-to-date program information.





