




@{Nre HISTERTCAL SGIETT EI/NVTS

Ttre 14tlr anrrual SRAWERRY FESfntAL will
be held at Zerna ' s on Rt. 22 frqn 1 to
5:00 p.m. on Sr:nday, June 25, subject to
thre ripeness of thre berries.
Is it possible that this will be or:r 6th
annr:al GAEIEESI! As before, it will be
held at the lvluster Field Pavilion on thp
last Satr:rday in July (29l. It is a one
day event 1 0 to 4: 00 p.m. , rain or
shine. Ttris juried show attracts
craftspeople and visitors frcm
onsiderable distances. We ask that )ncu
publicize thris event locally. The iterns
for sale are of superior quality, the
food is grreat and thre activities appeal
to all ages.
We eryect to see you at the IIG SAIE on
Septernber 2 | same place (Dave 's l,larket )
safite tine ( 1 0 to 4:00 p.m. ) , unless it
rains. Rain date is Monday, Septernber
4.

*********

HERITAGE CENIB, T'PDISTE

Ttre library room at the Heritage Center
was dedicated in nernory of Hrtest
HilI It will be open everar Ftiday
frqn 1-4P[4 when thre Living Gravestones
and cemetery files wiII be available for
research. In our kitchen, the walls
have been painted and shrelves have been
installed. We hope to have the haII
leading to tkre back drcr and restroqns
Painted*t=*=m'*****

T{ISH IJST

T.V. witlr VCR capabilities and VCR
cassette player.
A v,orking upright or canister \racutrm
that still has bags available.
A pin up lamp spotlight style for r:se
in thre librarlr.

STEPHENT0WN AD,DS
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS

The StephcntotFn l l re department has
purehased twenty-three truo ancl one-
half gal lon f lre ext lnguishers si lr ich has
been dlstr tbuted around the tos n in
privrte tamil les frec of charge wlr icl '
ls to bc used as f lre protectlon. I t  wl l .
no doubt be well  to know that ext i : l -
gutshers wtl l  be tound at tho \omes of
Edrcin Wheeler, Emma .A.twat' i i . ' lSnett
Bros. Ful ler l lewltt .  Elbert Bateman, l .

continued from trrg. 1

1838ra satinet ndtl and flannel factory.
C'radually, these enterprises lost custom
to others in towns nrcre strategically
located, wittr gneater power resources.
According to historian George Baker
Ardersonr ES late as 1876, seven
factories cpuld be found in Stephentown
ViIIage alone, hrt "depression in
business caused a suspension of
operationsrr.
In the following €nturaf , Stephentown
reverted alnrcst rartrolly to farming, and
its population duindled.

**********

continued fron trry. 2

are shown on the plagr-res hanging in the
vestibule of tlre Librarlg. At a
stilcseguent neeting Lewis C,rif f in was
elected President, a position he retained
for thre next 35 years.
In 1947 a provisional charter was granted
by tl:e State Board of Regents, and a
campaign was begun to raise mcney for the
onstmction of a library building.
Ave4r HaIl donated land adj acent to ttre
Stephentown Elenrentary School . 1948 was
a year of active fr:nd raising: personal
contributions, ham suppers, game parties
ard a benef it auction sponsored by tLre
Taconic Valley C,range. Constmction
began j-rr JuIy of that year and ttre new
Iibrary opened qr June 14, 1949 withr tvliss
Blanche Coffee as librarian.
By the early 70s it was clear that nrcre
roqn wa,s needed, and in 1972 Thre
Stephentown tvtenrorial Library npved across
the street.
Ttte present Library building has an
interesting history. It was originally a
one-room school house senring children in
school district 4. There was no water or
ph:mbing (kids went to a neiglrlcor's house
for water ard used ttre 4-seater i-n tkre
back of the school ) . As ottrer district
schools closed, tLre children were
transferred to Sctrool 4 and space became
a problem. In 1899 an extension was rnade
onto the back of tLre hrilding. After tLre
Stephentown Elernentarlr School opened in
1948 the old School 4 rernained empty
until 1 960 at which tinp it was converted
into the Tbun HalI. In 1972 the Taconic
VaIIey Grange hrilding becane ttp Torain
HalI and ttre Schml 4/Town HaIt building
becane Ttre Stephentown lt'lenprial Librarlr.



stN[t|ER EXHIBIT

This sunrner's exhibit at ttre Heritage
Center, ttol/er Here, Orrer Ttrerett, wiII be
to cqrunerncrate ttre 50th anniversary of
the end of lrtorld War II. We are
reguesting the loan of WW II iterns used
overseas or on the trcnrefront. On our
list is a fuII uniform for each branch
of serrrice: Army, l[aW, llarines, Ooast
G\rard, WAC, WAF, WAVE, USO, (Air Force
we have); insignias, posters
( recntiting) souvenirs and ottrer
nernorabilia ttrat you might have. If you
have any items that you are willing to
Loan us for display, please call Betty
Feathers at 733-5235.
D<hibit dates are Ftiday, Augrust 18, 1-4
ard 7-9gn; Satr:rday, Augrust 19 , 1-4;
Sr:nday, August 20 , 1-4; Trresday, August
22,7-9Vn; Wednesday, August 23, 1-4;
Itrursday, August 24, 7-9pn; Ftiday,
Augrst 25 , 1 -4 arxi 7 -9Vni Saturday,
August 26 , 1-4; Sunday, Augrust 27 , 1-4.
Videos of the Pacif ic Ttreater wiII be
shor,'in on each date.

a.c)|rlr.a
r.Ltttaa

Sdlton: Vlrglnte ftnter
Klaur Dlg
thrUt f.oob
Sylvla tattensperger
Rlctrard leyis
Srsan Savage

ARE U' A MEIIER
G

UE SIEHAUrcHN ITISTTRICAL SGIETT?

Itlembership categories
as follows:

Irdivi&ral lbrnber
Oontributing Member
Bus ines s / organi zat ion
Life ltternber

and dues are

$5.00
$1 5.00
$25.00

$1 00.00

lrle hope you will join us ttris year.
Checks payable to Stephentown Historical
Society, P.O. Box 11 , Stephentor',irr, M
121 68

tt'leetings are held at ttre Heritage Center
each rnmth. Read your Newsletter, The
Echo and watch hrlletin boards for
up-to-date program inforrnation.
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