





HISTORICAL SOCIETY EVENTS

The 14th annual STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL was
held on July 2 at Zema's, a week later
than originally planned. The berries
needed the extra time to fully ripen.
The CRAFTFEST held on July 29 was a
great success, as was the TAG SALE on
September 2. In the midst of these
projects our annual FUND DRIVE was held.
Our thanks to everyone who supported and
helped make these events a success.
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HERITAGE CENTER UPDATE

The hall to the back door is taped,
plastered and painted. This painting
was done by Astrid Smith who also did
the kitchen painting.

Linoleum is still needed in several
areas. Closets and shelves are still not
completed.

The 18 pieces of lexan for storm windows
were a General Electric donation
acquired through Abe Phelps. This
represented $4000 in savings to the
Society. Because of this effort on our
behalf, the members voted an honorary
membership to Abe.
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PROGRAM AT THE LIBRARY

legendary Founders of New York:

The Influence of the Dutch by Dr.
Charles Gehring. Translator of early
Dutch documents.

November 15, (Wednesday) 7:30 PM at the
Library.
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SPREAD THE WORD

Did you know that we have a National
Archives Facility just over the hill in
Pittsfield? Regional buildings such as
this are located throughout the country,
not just for the use of our government
but for the use of the public at large.
The building at 100 Dan Fox Drive was
built in 1994 and has over 55,000 rolls
of microfilm on such topics as the
papers of the Continental Congress,
Revolutionary War Military Services and
pension files. Genealogy researchers can
view census bureau records, immigration
documents and ship passenger lists.
Staff and volunteers are eager to answer
questions and give direction. Hours are
10-3 Monday-Friday and 10-9 the 1ist
Wednesday of every month.
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Betty Jean Anderson attended a workshop
at the Clark Institute of Art this past
spring. She is willing to share
information on keeping important
papers fraom deteriorating, You may
phone her at 733-6600.
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TACONIC VALLEY ARTTIFACTS

Just four years ago, William Mars, of
Stephentown Center, became interested in
searching for artifacts left behind by
those who settled the Taconic Valley. He
used a metal detector in fields, on
mountains, and in dooryards of old
houses and at cellar holes remaining
from early dwellings. Bill is careful to
ask permission of the owner of the
property and to give the owner the first
chance at anything found. Normally, the
property owners decline, and Bill is
able to add the artifacts to his
collection. Bill is careful to disturb
the site as little as possible when
removing the items by replacing the
plugs of soil.

When items are found there is the
question as to why they were in that
particular location. Bill's need for
research has led him to history books
and other accounts of local lore. He has
found the history to be as fascinating
as the artifacts. There are magazines
for collectors of early American
artifacts and experts who are happy to
identify and date objects. Bill has
asked experts to evaluate what he has
found and that usually leads him in
search of the whole story.

Although iron objects may rust, many
have been found in good condition.
Items of brass are found in better
condition and can be cleaned to look
almost new. Bill cleans off the dirt,
usually leaving them the way they are,
rather than trying to polish them until
little is left.

Wooden handles from axes and hoes have
rotted away but heavy axe heads and
primitive hoes have been found
throughout the valley. Other tools and
spikes have been found. A thin, but
still sharp weapon head from the French
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and Indian War is a treasure. Also found
was a sharp, pointed blade that was a
pike attached to a 1long pole. This
was used by soldiers. A leg iron and
chain was found in excellent condition
surviving the ravages of the weather.
This is a reminder that many of the
large landholders kept slaves.

Many metal buttons were found, and a few
bear the marks of a political campaign
and were actually used to button
clothing. There were buckles for knee
breeches, shoes and waist belts. Watch
fobs and war medals, rings lost while
working, spoons, forks and Dbarrel
spigots often turn up when searching.
There were also oxen bells and brass
prongs for ox horns. A few coins, upon
closer examination were found to be
ocounterfeit. Bill found that a
counterfeit ring had operated in the
valley a long time ago.

The early settlers worked hard from dawn
to dusk and we find their implements and
tools near their homes. We alse=find
indications that they found momefits) of

enjoyment.
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Zditors: Virginia Atwater

Klaus Burg
Ruth Loab

Sylvia Leibensperger
Richard lewis
Susan Savage

ARE YOU A MEMBER
ar
THE STEPHENTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY?

Membership categories and dues are
as follows:

Individual Member $5.00
Contributing Member $15.00
Business/Organization $25.00
Life Member $100.00

We hope you will join us this year.
Checks payable to Stephentown Historical
Society, P.O. Box 11, Stephentown, NY
12168
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YOUR 1996 DUES ARE DUE JANUARY 1, 1996.
AVOID THE HOLIDAY RUSH!
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Meetings are held at the Heritage Center
eacth month. Read your Newsletter, The
Echo and watch bulletin boards for
up-to-date program information.





