





HISTORICAL SOCIETY LIFE MEMBERS

Adams, Leslie
Bakker, Jacob
Barrett, Hazel
Bowman, Don
Bowman, Pat
Davis, Andrew P.
Davis, Jessica P.
Desormeaux, David
Feathers, Betty
Fox, Ed

Fox, Sally
Fruchtman, Ellen
Gilman, Fred
Gilman, Judith A.
Gilman, Katherine M.
Goold, Arline D.
Goold, W. Gordon
Gordon, Albert
Haley, Alexander
Haley, Frederick
Haley, Janet Peters
Haley, Jesse Max
Hickey, Father Joseph
Hicks, G. Marie
Hicks, Robert
Irons, Martin

Jacobs, David J.
Jennings, William
Maxwell, Arthur
Maxwell, Carolyn
Maynard, Kevin R.
Maynard, Lauren
McClave, Beverley
McClave, Bradley A.
McClave, Megan L.
McClave, Peter J.
McClave, Rowland, III
Nelson, Blanche
Nobman, Richard
Rathbun, Bertha
Roush, Gillian Robin
Sasson, Hilda Anderson
Sasson, John H.
Sawin, Jayne D.
Schmelkin, Charles
Schuchalter, Judith
Taconic Telephone
Wilcox, Mary E.
Zimmerman, Nancy

Zimmerman; William B.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERS

Abrash, Merritt
Atwater, Virginia
Baum, Joyce
Burg, Anitta
Burg, Klaus
Carpenter, Charlesetta
Catalano Family
Dunton, Anna Mary
Eckhardt, George
Eckhardt, Jean
Frankel, Elayna
Frankel, Stanley
Feeney, Helen
Feulner, John
Garnier, Ruth J.
Hoffman, Marie
Huyett, Carolyn
Jensen, Cheryl F.
Johnson, Helen K.
Knoblock, Carol
Leab, Don

Leab, Ruth

Leibensperger,/Howard
Leibensperger, Sylvia
Lewis,sEllen
Lewis,JRichard
McMillan, Joan
Meisberger, Ray
Mockler, Martin
Mockler, Ruth

Prior, Ini

Rhindress, Meredith
Savage, Susan
Sherman, Bertha G.
Silvernail, Albert
Smith, Millie

Strobl, Edith

Strobl, Erich
Tomlinson, Clyde
Tomlinson, Thelma

HISTORTCAL SOCIETY EVENTS

The 15th annual STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL will
be held at Zema's on Rt. 22 fram 1 to
5:30 PM on Sunday, July 7 subject to
ripeness of the berries. The special
event of this year will be a WATER
EXHIBIT at the Heritage Center from July
12 to 28. Please check the Echo for the
time schedule. Is it possible this will
be our 7th annual CRAFTFEST! As before,
it will be held at the Muster Field
Pavilion on August 3. It is a one day
event, 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM rain or
shine. This Jjuried show attracts
craftspeople and visitors from
considerable distances. Please
publicize this event locally. The items
for sale are of superior quality, the
food is great, and the activities appeal
to all ages. We expect to see you at
the TAG SALE on August 31, same place
(Dave's Market) same time (10:00 AM to
4:000 PM) unless it rains. Rain date is
Monday, September 2.
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ANNUAL DUES ARE DUE
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ANNUAL FUND DRIVE

Juned5) 1996 to July 30, 1996.

With 'N¥YSCA and NY State cutting funds we
need your local support more than ever.

This year our goal is $4,500.

T6" help solicit funds or to save
yourself a visit for your tax-deductible
contribution call Bill Zimmerman at
794-8430 or send your contribution to
Stephentown Historical Society, Box 11,
Stephentown, NY 12168
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FLASH: The photo contest for winter
scenes of Stephentown is over and so is
the snow, we hope. The winning photo is
of BEd and Sally Fox's barn after one of
our biggest and best snows. The
runner-up is Bev McClave with pictures
of the Federated Church on Garfield Road
and the Stephentown Cemetery on Cemetery
Hill Road.

These pictures will be added to our
postcard collection. Postcards will be
available for sale . . .
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THE MANOR OF RENSSELAERWYCK

It was under the liberal provisions of
the West India Campany charter that
Kiliaen Van Rensselaer, a dealer in
pearls and diamonds in Amsterdam, and
one of the wealthy directors of the
Dutch West India Company, became a
patroon and acquired by right, of
settlement a property right (t6,)the
extensive territory known as the.manor
of Rensselaerwyck, lying on the east and
west banks of the upper Hudson.

The charter of liberties also provided
that any one who should settle @my
colony out of the limits of Manhattan
island would be obliged to satisfy the
Indians for the land upon which) he
should place colonists, and)that a
patroon might extend or @nlarge the
limits of his colonies if"gettled a
proportionate number of persons thereofi.
Kiliaen Van Rensselaer, in order to
perfect a claim to a large extent of
land in New Netherland, made purchases
of the Indians of several tracts of
land, which in time embraced a territory
24 miles long and 48 broad, containing
as estimated more than 700,000 acres of
land, over which the present counties of
Albany, Rensselaer and a portion of
Columbia now extend. The persons who
acted as agents of Kiliaen Van
Rensselaer were Sabastian Jansen Krol,
who made the purchase, April 8, 1630;
Gillis Hassett, the second, July 27,
1630, and Brandt van Slechtenhorst, the
third, March 13, 1652.

The English confirmation of a patent to
Kiliaen Van Rensselaer given by Gov.
Thomas Dougan, dated November 4, 1685,
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describes the boundaries of the several
purchases made by the agents of Van
Rensselaer as follows: Beginning at the
south end of or part of Berrent island
on Hudson's river and extending
northwards up along both sides of the
said Hudson's river unto a place
heretofore called the Kahoos or the
great falls of the said river and
extending itself east and west from each
side of the said river backwards into
the woods 21 English miles, as also a
certain tract of land situate lying and
being on the east side of Hudson's
river, beginning at the creek by Major
Abraham Staet's and so along the said
river southward to the south side of
Vaxtrix island by a creek called
Waghankasigh, stretching from thence

continued on pg. 2





