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Stephentown Possible Link to Monitor
by Laura Lee

Reprinted from the Albany Times Union

The city of Troy can proudly boast of its role in the
building of the famous U.S. Navy ship, the Monitor.
But it is not widely known that Stephentown may also
have indirectly contributed to its construction.

Before the Civil War, ships were made only of wood,
but, in 7862, the Confederates launched an iron-clad
ship, the Merrimack. The Union responded with its
own iron vessel, the Monitor. Their clash on March 9,
7862, changed naval warfare forever.

Designed by Swedish engineer John Ericsson, the
Monitor was built partly of iron and partly of wood.
Its sides were covered with iron 5 inches thick made
by the Burden Iron Works in South Troy.
Stephentown's contribution was in the form of an 1 1-
inch cannon, which many historians believe was made
from iron produced by the Richmond Iron Company
in Massachusetts and taken by ox cart to the Hudson
River to be shipped to Brooklyn.

Running the iron furnace required large quantities of
wood, and eventually the Richmond woodlands were
seriously depleted. Katherine H. Anin's book,
"History of Richmond," said mine operators sent a
wagon to the top of Lebanon Mountain to pick up
wood for the furnace.

"At the crest of the mountain," she wrote, "it met a
similar wagon bearing a load of wood from
Stephentown." According to a 19th century map of
Stephentown, there was a Richmond Iron Company
building on what is now Route 22.Most likely, it was
a lumbering operation owned or rented by the iron
company which supplied the iron for the Monitor's
cannon.
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