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“The Way We Were” in 1936

We were before television, before penicillin, the pill,
polio shots, antibiotics and frisbees. Before frozen
food, nylon, dacron, Xerox, Kinsey. We were before
radar, fluorescent lights, credit cards and ballpoint
pens. For us time-sharing meant togetherness, not
computers; a chip meant a piece of wood; hardware
meant hardware, and software wasn’t even a word. In
those days bunnies were small rabbits, and rabbits
were not Volkswagens.

We were before Batman, Rudolph the Rednosed
Reindeer and Snoopy. Before DDT and vitamin pills,
vodka (in the United States) and the white wine craze,
disposable diapers, jeeps and the Jefferson nickel.
Before Scotch tape, M & M’s, the automatic-$hift and
the Lincoln Continental.

When we were in college, pizzas, Cheerios, frozen
orange juice, instant coffee and McDonald’s svere
unheard of. We thought fast food was what you ate
during Lent.

We were before FM radio, tape recorders/ electric
typewriters, word processors, Muzak; electronic
music and disco dancing. We were befofe panty-hose
and drip-dry clothes. Before icegmakers and
dishwashers, clothes dryers, freezers and electri¢
blankets. Before men wore long hair and earrings and
women wore tuxedos. We got married first and then
lived together. How quaint can you be?

In our day cigarette smoking was fashionable, grass
was mowed, coke was something you drank, and pot
was something you cooked in.

We were before coin vending machines, jet planes,
helicopters and Interstate highways. In 1936, “made
in Japan” meant junk, and the term “making out”
referred to how did on an exam.

In our time there were five-and-ten cent stores where
you could buy things for five and ten cents. For just
one nickel you could ride the streetcar, make a phone
call, buy a coke or buy enough stamps to mail one
letter and two post cards. You could buy a new

Chevy coupe for $600, but who could afford that in
12136? Nobody. A pity, too, because gas was 11¢ a
gallon.

We were not before the difference between the sexes
was discovered, but we were before sex changes. We
just made do with what we had.

And so it was in 1936. This is “the way we were” --
And we loved it!
-- Anonymous
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Epitaph on a grave in East Dalhousie Cemetery,
Nova Scotia

Here lies
Ezekial Aikle
Age 102

The Good
Die Young.



THE COMPUTER IS COMING...
THE COMPUTER IS COMING:!

The Board of Directors has authorized the purchase
of a new computer system for the Stephentown
Heritage Center. The computer committee is working
out final recommendations and quotes. By spring we
should have a new system up and running. Included in
the system will be Internet access, which will allow
Society members to surf other historical societies’ and
museums’ sites as well as establish our own web site.
It’s an exciting step. There will be lots of opportunities
for expanded research. There will also be lots of
opportunities to establish and expand our own data
bases. Training will be available for anyone interested
in using this valuable new tool. Additional information
will be forthcoming at our monthly meetings.
Researchers and data entry volunteers are always
welcome. Let’s keep our new tool busy. Call Bev
McClave at 733-5170 or the Heritage Center at 733-
6070.

Post Office Box 11
Stephentown, N.Y. 12168

Editors:
Virginia Atwater
Klaus Burg
Ruth Leab
Bill Zimmerman
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