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sO-YEAR TURNAROTJND
Anonymous

Wren I was very little
All the Grandrnas that I knew
All walked around this world
In ugly Grandma shoes.

You know the ones I speak of
The black, clunky-heeled kind,
They just looked so very awful
That it weighed upon my mind.

For I knew, when I grew old,
I'd have to wear those shoes.
I'd think of that, from time to time.
It seemed like such bad news.

I never was a rebel,
I wore saddle shoes to school,
And next came ballerinas,
Then the sandals, pretty cool.

And then came spikes with pointed toes,
Then platforms, very tall.
As each new fashion came along,
I wore them, one and all.

But always, in the distance,
Looming in my future, there,
Was that awful pair of ugly shoes,
The kind that Grandmas wear.

I eventually got maried,
And then I became a Mom.
Our kids grew up and left,
And when their children came along,

I knew I was a Grandma,
And the time was drawing near
When those clunky, black, old lace-up shoes
Were what I'd have to wear.

How would I do my gardening
Or take my morning hike?
I couldn't even think about
How I would ride my bike!

But fashions kept evolving,
And one day I realized
That the shape of things to come
Was changing, right before my eyes.

And now, when I go shopping,
Wrat I see fills me with glee,
For, in my jeans and Reeboks,
I'm as comff as can be.

And I look at all these teenage girls,
And there upon their feet
Are clunky, black, old Grandma shoes,
And they really think they're neat.

Playing with names in a Ruidoso, NM, cemetery
Here lies
Johnny Yeast
Pardon me
For not rising



Fabric of Freedom Grant Programs

The Stephentown Memorial Library has received
furrding for three progran'ls celebratirrg Blach History
Montlr fronr the New York Council for the Humanities.
Programs are free and open to the public.

Orr February 5 the Stephentown Historical Society
will co-host "Mary Brown, Abolitionist," a dramatic
monologue by I(athleen Thomas. John Brown's
second wife Mary endured tlre hardships of poverty and
the sorrows of death. While John arrd his sons were in
Bloody Kansas, she and their daughters led a marginal
existence on their Adirondack farrn.

On February 6 at 9:30 a.m. the Berlin Elementary
School wi l l  co-host Troy resident Beverly Mil ls '
dramatic reading of her story about Harriet Tubman.

On February 10 at 10:30 a.m. at the Stephentown
Town Hall the Stephentown Memorial Library will
host arr il lustrated talk by Joanne Lill iard on "Secret
Codes: t l re Hidden Meanings of Quil ts and the
Underground Rai lroad."
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20tlt ANNUAL

STRAWBERRY
FESTIVAL

The Berry Patch of
Stone Wall Hilt Farm

Route 22
Stephentown

Sunday, July I
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Post Off lce Box LI
Stephentotn,  N,y.  12 j6g

Editors:
Virgirria Atwater
Klaus Burg
Ruth Leab
Bi l lZ immerman




