












BOARD OF DIRECTORS

794-8430
733-5716
733-9295
733-593s
733-5935

Trustees:
Patricia Flint
Bill Jennings
Beverly Liebenow
Beverley Mc{lave
Judith Pierson
Dale Riggs

C ommittec Chairuersons:
Cemeteries
Collections
Fundraising
Ge,nedogy
Heritage Center
LandscaPing
MenrberdhiP
Nominating
Newsletter
Prograut
Refreshmerrts

733-5871
733-5923
733-5517
733-5770
n3-A96
733-6772

Help Wanted
Hetp SCrtl Needed
Help Wanted
Vireinia Atwater
Beierley McClave
Millie Smittt
Sylvia LeibarsPerger
Help Wanted
Bill Zirnmerman
Pat Bowman
Alice Mather,
Ruth Leab

733-5136
733-s110
658-2605
733-s716

794-8430
(413) 738-5420

733-5668
133-6562

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Membershin cafeeories and dues (January I - December 31):

IndividualMember $ 5'00

Contributing Membo t5'00

Business/Organizational Member 25'00

Life Member 100'00

PleaserememberthatContributingandLifememberships,likelndividual
iii\ersttips, are for individuals, not couples'

Pleasejoinusthisyear.Makeyourtax.deductiblecheckpayableto:
StePhentown Historical SocietY
P.O. Box 11
StePhentown, NY 12168



RECENT PROGRAMS

August 5 - The Battle of Saratoga
stuart Murray, author of rhe Honor of command and. 2l other

historical books and resident of Berlin, described the people and events
surrounding the Battle of Saratoga on october 17, 1777. Most established

August 21 - Lindenwald, Van Alen House Tours
Martrn van Bruen (1782 - 1862) was apprenticed to a lawyer n 1796,

became one in 1802, and became president in 1g37. Lindenwald was built
n 1797 and expanded several times. The family's exhavagant tastes
included a 44x18 dining room with an accordion tablq a coffLemaker, a
flushable toile! a copper bathtub, and a four-story staircase. No wonder
van Buren was known as the Red Fox of Kinderhook and the Magician.

Just north of Lindenwald is m order Dutch colonial home built n 1737

with corbels, non-weightbearing brick wans, and an unjambed (no wall)
fireplace. Items in the van Alen House include a senility cradle for
incapacitated elders, a foldup be4 a flax breaker, and a weasel to measure
skeins of yarn. Hence the term "Pop goes the weasel." Katrina van Tassel
of rhe Legend of sleepy Hollow was reputedly one of the Van Alen girls.

September 9 - Stephentown Churches
As a prelude to this year's exhibit, pat and Don Bowman presented a

slide show of the town's churches. The Evangelical community church
began n 1795 on cemetery Hill Road as the stephentown Baptist church.

(Continued on Page 10)



RECENT PROGRAMS (Continued)

Its upper part was 
-o^.*O 

*'t'" present location in 1848' and a basement

uilt in Lebanon Springs in 1852 and

rted its 150th armiversary this year'

ceiling were added circa 1930' along

.uppJrr. lt became the StePhentown H

Hisiorical SocietY in 1988'

t.tittt 
#$t'ffin*,o*o Baptrst church was buiit in r*zs and

's removed and the sanctuary reversed'

e double aisle became a center aisle'

was moved to Stephontown Center ir

closed a few Years ago' and its

Stephentown BaPtis Church'

October 7 - Local GenealogY Files

Eric ShYer infioduced us to automat

*if"" iu"tity history and is applyinl

Gravestone file by entering its exter

website data bases like Ancestry'con

November 4 - MeneelY Bells

(ConunuedonPage 11)



RECENT PROGRAMS (Continued)

(Watervliet). In 1826 a rift between brothers gave rise to a competing
Foundry in West Troy. The Watervliet foundry produced 85,000 bells, the
Troy facility 25,000. The Senior Center in Watervliet holds the oldest
known Meneely belt (1832). The heaviest, 66,000 pounds, is in Kentucky.
The last facility closed in 1950. Now US bells are cast in Holland.

December 2 - Sfurterklaus

Following ow Christnas Pot Luck Supper, a tall man appearcd in a mitre,
stole, cloals, cinctr, beard, wig, slippers, and crosier, Richmd Walsh of the
Albany lnstitute of History and Art described St. Nicholas (27I - 343), a
bishop in Asia Minor. The legend of St. Nicholas grew from a man who
allegedly restored three murdered boys to life, paid the dowries of poor
girls. and calrned the seas for sailors. December 6, the Feast Day of St.
Nicholas, corrunffnorates the death of this patron saint of seamen. The
ffadition of St. Nicholas migrated across Europe to Spain and Holland, and
St. Nicholas became Sinterklaus, who dispensed gifts to good little boys
and girls.

l - - -  -  - -  - - - - -  - -
l l. ztd exNUAL ,

! rt*owBERRY FE'TIVAL

The Berry Putch of
Stone WaU Hill Farm

Route 22
Stephentown

Sunday, June 29
Noon - 4 p.m.
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