

















BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Officers:
President Bill Zimmerman 794-8430
Vice-President Sylvia Leibensperger 733-5716
Recording Secretary Bonnie Buddenhagen 733-9295
Corresponding Secretary sabel Krebs 733-5935
Treasurer Neil Krebs 733-5935
Trustees:
Patricia Flint 733-5871
Bill Jennings 733-5923
Beverly Liebenow 733-5517
Beverley McClave 733-5170
Judith Pierson 733-0196
Dale Riggs 733-6772
Committee Chairpersens:
Cemeteries Help Wanted
Collections Help Still Needed
Fundraising Help Wanted
Genealogy Virginia Atwater 733-5136
Heritage Center Beverley McClave 733-5170
Landscaping Millie Smith 658-2605
Membership Sylvia Leibensperger 733-5716
Nominating Hélp Wanted
Newsletter Bill Zimmerman 794-8430
Program Pat Bowman (413) 738-5420
Refreshments Alice Mather, 733-5668
Ruth Leab 733-6562

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Membership categories and dues (January 1 - December 31):

Individual Member $ 5.00
Contributing Member 15.00
Business/Organizational Member 25.00
Life Member 100.00

Please remember that Contributing and Life memberships, like Individual
memberships, are for individuals, not couples.
Please join us this year. Make your tax-deductible check payable to:

Stephentown Historical Society
P.0O. Box 11

Stephentown, NY 12168



RECENT PROGRAMS

August 5 ~ The Battle of Saratoga

Stuart Murray, author of The Honor of Command and 21 other
historical books and resident of Berlin, described the people and events
surrounding the Battle of Saratoga on October 17, 1777. Most established
settlers opposed change, but the British failed to cultivate Loyalist and
Indian feelings, so General Burgoyne encountered harassing maneuvers by
retreating rebels as he marched south. Although they were forced to retreat,
the rebels’ guerilla tactics slowed Burgoyne’s southward progress.
Burgoyne was 2 months behind schedule enroute to Albany. Rebel General
Benedict Amnold was a key commander at Saratoga but received no credit.
Against advice, Burgoyne sent to Bennington for horses. Eight hundred
mostly German troops were captured and massacred by the rebels.
Knowing that he had been abandoned by General Howe, Burgoyne still
chose to “devote” his army to save Howe' Had he retreated. Burgoyne
could have saved his army.

August 21 -{indenwald, Van AlenHouse Tours

Martin Van Buren (1782 — 1862)+was apprénticed to a lawyer in 1796,
became one in 1802, and becamé President it 1837. Lindenwald was built
in 1797 and expanded several’times. The' family’s extravagant tastes
included a 44x18 dining roém with ansacCordion table, a coffeemaker, a
flushable toilet, a copper(bathitub, and.a four-story staircase. No wonder
Van Buren was known'as the Red Eox’6f Kinderhiook and the Magician.

Just north of Lindenswald ig,anyolder Duteh-colonial home built in 1737
by Luykas Van Alen, a prospefous Dftoh=frader. Once set on 20,000
Livingston Land Pact acres, the Van AlendHouse now occupies 33.5 acres
under the auspices of the Columbia County Historical Society. The Van
Alen House features several architectural innovations, such as its H beams
with corbels, non-weightbearing brick walls, and an unjambed (no wall)
fireplace. Items in the Van Alen House include a senility cradle for
incapacitated elders, a foldup bed, a flax breaker, and a weasel to measure
skeins of yam. Hence the term “Pop goes the weasel.” Katrina Van Tassel
of The Legend of Sleepy Hollow was reputedly one of the Van Alen girls.

September 9 — Stephentown Churches

As a prelude to this year’s exhibit, Pat and Don Bowman presented a
slide show of the town’s churches. The Evangelical Community Church
began in 1795 on Cemetery Hill Road as the Stephentown Baptist Church.

(Continued on Page 10)



RECENT PROGRAMS (Continued)
Its upper part was moved to the present location in 1848, and a basement
was added in 1908. ‘

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church was built in Lebanon Springs in 1852 and
later moved to Stephentown. It celebrated its 150th anniversary this year.
The stained glass windows depict the 14 Stations of the Cross.

The Methodist Episcopal Church was built in 1870. Tin walls and
ceiling were added circa 1930, along with the balcony used for church
suppers. It became the Stephentown Heritage Center after purchase by the
Historical Society in 1988.

The Presbyterian Church was moved from Presbyterian Hill to its
present location. It burned Christmas Eve, 1863, and was rebuilt in 1869. In
1940 it informally merged with the Methodist Episcopal Church. It legally
became the Federated Church in 1948, utilizing Presbyterian and later
Methodist ministers. )

The West Stephentown Baptist Churéh? was built in 1829 and
remodeled in 1879. The balceny was removed and the sanctuary reversed.
The building was extended;~and the ‘domble aislé.became a center aisle.
Stained glass windows were installed ine1919.

The First Free Will Baptist Church was builtin Black River in 1783. It
was moved to Stephentown Center in 1828-and renovated in 1858. It was
closed a few years ago, ‘and its comgrégation Jfieyed to the West
Stephentown Baptist Chuscht

OctSber 7 — Kocal Genealogy, Files

Eric Shyer introduced us to automated genealogy. Eric has researched his
wife’s family history and is applying sorie/of that expertise to our Living
Gravestone file by entering its extensive collection of names and data into
Family Tree Maker, a software program that not only tracks entries and
relationships but also provides detailed reports and family trees at the click
of a mouse. Eric walked us through several examples of local residents and
showed us how to cross check and expand our data from genealogical
website data bases like Ancestry.com, Genealogy.com, and Rootsweb.com.

November 4 — Meneely Bells

Eugene Burns has tracked bronze Meneely bells to all 50 states, New
Zealand, Burma, China, India, Guyana, Bermuda, and many other
countries. Meneely bells were used in churches (e.g., the Hancock Baptist
Church), chimes, carillons, schools, fire stations, Grand Central Station,
and aboard ships. The Meneely foundry began in 1808 in Gibbonsville

(Continued on Page 1)



RECENT PROGRAMS (Continued)

(Watervliet). In 1826 a rift between brothers gave rise to a competing
Foundry in West Troy. The Watervliet foundry produced 85,000 bells, the
Troy facility 25,000. The Senior Center in Watervliet holds the oldest
known Meneely bell (1832). The heaviest, 66,000 pounds, is in Kentucky.
The last facility closed in 1950, Now US bells are cast in Holland.

December 2 — Sinterklaus

Following our Christmas Pot Luck Supper, a tall man appeared in a mitre,
stole, cloak, cinch, beard, wig, slippers, and crosier. Richard Walsh of the
Albany Institute of History and Art described St. Nicholas (271 — 343), a
bishop in Asia Minor. The legend of St. Nicholas grew from a man who
allegedly restored three murdered boys to life, paid the dowries of poor
girls, and calmed the seas for sailors. December 6, the Feast Day of St.
Nicholas, commemorates the death of thisepatron saint of seamen. The
tradition of St. Nicholas migrated across Europe to Spain and Holland, and
St. Nicholas became Sintérklaus, who ghspensed gifts to good little boys
and girls.

. 22" ANNUAL
STRAWBERRY/FESTIVAL

The Berry Patch of
Stone Wall Hill Farm

Route 22
Stephentown

Sunday, June 29
Noon — 4 p.m.
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