










When I'm an Old Lady and Live with My Kids

When I'rn an old lady, I'll live with each kid,
And bring so much happiness . . . just as they did.
I want to pay back all the joy they've provided,
Returning each deed. Oh, they'll be so excitedl
(When I'm an old lady and live with my kids)

I'll write on the wall with reds, whites and blues,
And bounce on the furniture wearing my shoes.
I'll drink from the carton and then leave it out.
I'll stuff all the toilets and oh, how they'll shout!
(When I'm an old lady and live with my kids)

When they're on the phone and just out of reach,
I'll get into things like sugar and bleach.
Oh, they'll snap their fingers and then shake their head,
And when that is done I'll hide under the bed!
(When I'm an old lady and live with my kids)

When they cook dinner and call me to eat,
I'll not eat my green beans or salad or meat.
I'll gag on my okra, spill milk on the table,
And when they get angry I'll run . . . if I'rn able!
(When I'm an old lady and live with rny kids)

I'll sit close to the TV, through the channels I'11 click,
I'11 cross both my eyes just to see if they stick.
I'll take off rny socks and throw one away,
And play in the rnud'til the end of the day!
(When I'm an old lady and live with my kids)

And later in bed, I'll lay back and sigh.
I'll thank God in prayer and then close my eyes.
My kids will look down with a smile slowly creeping,
And say with a groan. "She's so sweet . . . when she's sleeping!"
(When I'm an old lady and live with rny kids)

- Author Unknown -
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Saturday, August 2

lOam-4pm

Free Admission

Delicious Food

Entertainment

Craft Demonstrations

Rain or Shine

Fire Hall & Muster Field
Grange Hall Road Between Routes 22 & 43

Handicapped Accessible & Air-Conditioned

Stephentown, New York
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Officers:

President
Vice-President
Recording Secretary
C orresponding S ecretary
Treasurer

Trustees:
Patricia Flint
Robert Gorman
Bill Jennings
Beverley McClave
Judith Pierson
Dale Riggs

Committee Chairpersons:
Cemeteries
Collections
Fundraising
Genealogy
Heritage Center
Landscaping
Membership
Nominating
Newsletter
Program
Refreshments

Bill Zimmerman
Sylvia Leibensperger
Bonnie Buddenhagen
Isabel Krebs
Neil Krebs

733-s871
733-9661
733-s923
733-s170
733-0196
733-6772

Help Wanted
Help Still Needed
Help Wanted
Virginia Atwater
Beverley McClave
Millie Smith
Sylvia Leibensperger
Help Wanted
Bill Zimmerman
Pat Bowman
Alice Mather,

794-8430
733-5716
733-929s
733-5935
733-5935

733-5136
733-5t70
658-2605
733-5716

794-8430
(4r3) 738-s420

733-5668

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Membership categories and dues (January 1 - December 31):

Individual Member S 5.00
Contributing Member 15.00
Business/Organizational Member 25.00
Life Member 100.00

Contributing, LiJb, and Individual mentbershtps, are for individuals, rnt
couples. Annual memberships run from January I through December 3 I.
Please join us this year. Make your tax-deductible check payable to:

Stephentown Historical Sociefy
P.O. Box 11
Stephentown, NY 12168
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RECENT PROGRAMS

January6-Curr ier&Ives
Program chair Pat Bowman described and illustrated with slides

versatile artist, joined the firm. Prints were done in black and white,
then colored by hand. charles parsons did rnarine scenes. Louis
Maurer specialized in horses. The firm specialized in hunting
scenes, sailing ships, sulky races, fires, pastoral scenes, and
landscapes. James Merit Ives, l l years currier's junior, joined the
firm in 1852 as an accountant. He had a good eye for what would
sell. Bridges, locomotives, and winter scenes were added to the list
of wares. currier retired in 1880 and died in 1888. currier's sons
took over the business, but it closed in 1907. Most of the stones
were sold off by the pound. Since they had been repeatedly reused in
the process, few ifany survived.

February 3 - Baby and Child pictures

Mernbers brought photographs of themselves as babies or
children. After a quick display of all of the photographs, the
audience atternpted in a more thorough review to identifi, each of
the protagonists. children were relatively easy. Babier *.i. another

here somewhere. In any case we had great fun guessing identities
and marveling at some of the infants' and toddlers' clothing styles.

March 3 - Other peopleos Garbage
David Buddenhagen's father introduced him to ..treasure

hunting" over 30 years ago. He soon began to specialize in bottle
collecting, the most popular collecting hobby next to starnp

(Continued on Page 10)
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RECENT PROGRAMS (Continued)

collecting, and he shared many of his prized bottles with us. In
Jamestown in 1609 bottles were the first product of the colonies.
The raw materials of sand, soda ash, and lime were readily
available, and the process was relatively simple. It took up to a
month to build the mold. Pours were done over 24-hour, 10-day
shifts. Color choices were limited to olive green and clear. It wasn't
until the 1820's that blown glass came into production, followed by
figure bottles. Beer and soda bottles of the 1930's, -40's, and -50's
are highly collectible. The New Lebanon Glass Company was an
active local manufacturer from 1878 through 1881. For more
information visit the National Bottle Museum in Ballston Spa.

April 7 - Beads and Furs

Ken Kullman teaches art at Averill Park High School. He is not
a reenactor or a tnre mountain man, but he had most of us fooled. He
appeared in period costume based on that of Mark Marshall, a
Stephentown mountain man who lived with the Mohawks as a bead
trader circa 1815. Glass beads, a cheap, efficient trading medium,
replaced porcupine quills in the fur trade. The dress of the mountain
man was unique. Ken had a knife whose handle was made from a
bear jaw. His breeches were a 6-foot cloth worn front to back under
a belt. He wore an apron and an Iroquois bag. He carried a Hawkins
(flintlock) rifle and wore a 54th Infantry (Boston) coat over a vest
and long shirt. Trade silver armbands adorned his sleeves. He
carried a turtleshell rattle spoon, medicine wheels (nose/ear rings to
ward off evil spirits), a powder horn (don't boil horns/hooves
indoors), and a medicine pouch. His Canadian style hat was ringed
with fur. He had numerous necklaces for storing beads and
wampum. He was dressed to attend one of the 16 rendezvous held
west of here between 1740 and 1840 or perhaps the July 4 Glens
Falls Town Park Powwow or the Cooperstown Farmers' Museum.

May 3 - Bent and Broken Rocks with Dirt on Top

Reinhard "Bud" Wobus, Professor of Geology at Williams
College, entertained and informed us about the earth in general and

(Continued on Page 11)
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RECENT PROGRAMS (Continued)

our area in particular Our 4.5-billion-year-old earth was relatively
inactive until 500 to 450 million years ago, when significant
geologic activity occurred, followed by erosion until the glacial
period 20,000 to 10,000 years ago. In terms of a 24-hour clock,
that's activity from 9 to i0 p.m., with man appearing within the last
half second before midnight. That should put man's pride somewhat
in perspective. Professor Wobus described the mountains and
valleys around us, the structurally displaced Mt. Greylock, the
quartzite of Pine Cobble, the phyllite and schist of the Taconic
Range, the granite of the Green Mountains, and the limestone and
dolomite of the valleys. The area around Williarnstown was under
warm water 500 million years ago. As east-over-west subduction
occurred, Lake Bascom formed, spilling over into the Housatonic
and Kinderhook valleys. Even today that subduction continues at a
rate of 4 centimeters per year. Bye, bye, Europe. Hello, Asia.

June 2 - Ropemaking in America

Tlte Civil War Times offered a free ad to new subscribers, As a
joke Mike Speranza advertised himself and a friend as ropemakers.
Forfy quick responses later, he learned that there was no infonnation
in the library. So he became a self-taught ropemaker. Close behind
the harnessing of fire and the invention of the wheel, ropemaking
has been a critical part of the human economy for over 3500 years.
In 1781 there were more ropemakers in Boston than any other
tradesman. Why? Because of the 18 miles of rope on a sailing ship
that had to be replaced every 3 years. While the Americas were
being exploited for gold and silver, Jamestown had an abundance of
other resources: timber, fish, and hemp (linseed oil and flax fiber for
clothing and rope). Most rope was three stranded, manufactured on a
ropewalk so that the strands could be uniformly tightened as the
strands were twisted. America's first ropewalk began in 1632 in
Salem, MA. Its last closed in 1947. When ropes were tarred, the tar
had to be above 200 degrees but below the 2l5-degree flash point,
which explains the scarcity of ropewalks. Today you can order rope
frorn Chatham, England, which has been in business since 1632, but
you'll have to rvait at least 6 months. Or you can call Mike.
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