


















BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Officers:
President Bill Zimmerman
Vice-President Judith Pierson
Recording Secretary Patricia Flint
Corresponding Secretary IsabelKrebs
Treasurer Neil Krebs

Trustees:
Bill Jennings
Dale Riggs
Beverley McClave
Robert Gorman
Caroline White
Sandy Hamer

Committee Chairoersons:
Cetneteries
Collections
Fundraising
Genealogy
Heritage Center
Historic Buildines

733-s923
t55-Ot t l

733-5170
733-9661
733-s250
733-0196

Help Wanted
Bev McClave (Need Help) 733'5170
Caroline White 733-5250
Virginia Atwater (Need
Bev McClave
Sylvia Leibensperger

s 10.00
25.00
50.00

200.00
me mberships, like Indiv idual

794-8430
733-0t96
733-sB7I
733-5935
733-5935

Landscaping Dale Riggs
Membership Judith Pierson
Nominating Caroline White
Newsletter Sandy Hamer
Program Pat Bowman
Youth Coordinator Help Wanted
Refreshments Alice Mather,

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
New Membershio Cateeories and Dues (January I - December 31):

New Rates Effective APril 1, 2004

Iletp) 733-s136
733-sr70
733-s1 16
733-6772
733-0196
733-5250
733-0196

(413) 738-s420

733-5668

Individual Member
Family
Supporting Member
Life Member

Please remember that Supporting and Lfe
memberships, are for individuals, not couples.
Please join us this year. Make your tax-deductible check payable to:

Stephentown Historical SociefY
P.O. Box 1l
Stephentown, NY 12168
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WHAT A DIFFERENCE A CEI{TURY NIAKES
(Continued)

The five leading causes of death in the US were:
1. Pneumonia and influenza
2. Tuberculosis
3. Diarrhea
4. Heart disease
5. Stroke.

The American tlag had 45 stars. Arizona, Oklahoma, New Mexico,
Hawaii aird Alaska hadn't been admitted to the Union yet.

The population of Las Vegas, Nevada, was 30.

Crossword puzzles, canned beer, and iced tea hadn't been invented.

There was no Mother's Day or Father's Day.

One in 10 US adults couldn't read or write. Only 60/o of all
Americans had graduated from HIGH SCHOOL

Coca Cola contained cocaine. Marijuana, heroin and morphine were
all available over the counter at corner drugstores. According to one
pharmacist, "Heroin clears the complexion, gives buoyancy to the
mind, regulates the stomach and the bowels, and is, in fact, a pert-ect
guardian of health. "

18% of households in the US had at least one tull-time SERVANT
or domestic.

There were only about 230 reported MURDERS in the entire US.

Just think what it will be like in another 100 vears.
- Bill Dawson
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2003 ANNUAL REPORT (Continued)

Our finances underwent some shakeups this year. The Board became
dissatisfied with the lack of service from Quick & Reilly we closed
the larger of our two Fidelity Fund accounts and moved that money
into a wachovia Securities fund that invests in other mutual funds.
We are better protected by double fund management and a diligent
brokerage team in Pittsfield. Since we made the change on August
12,we are up by about 11.5 percent. Of course the market has also
risen this year, but we are now able to get information and aRswers
from our new broker. We also moved our savings accounts from
Fleet Bank to Greylock Federal Credit Union because of a
substantial difference in interest rates. our annual fund drive for
2003 ran well below our goal of $5000. This shortfall was offset by
increases in income from membership dues, store sales, and,
unfortunately, memorial donations. The Board voted to increase
membership dues effective January 1,2004 (later changed to April
1). Rates are: individual ($10), family ($25), supporting ($50 or
more), and life ($2OO;. This is the first increase in many years and
brings dues into line with those of other comparable organizations.
The Town of Stephentown is contributing an extra $5000 in 2004, a
one-shot grant to help with the window and shutter restoration.

As in society in general, a small core of people carries most of the
load in the SHS. We need more busy people to get involved and get
things done. Whether you're interested in mowing, gardening,
painting, maintenance, keyboardirrgltyping, cataloging, filing,
sorting, cleaning, witing, programming, recording, teaching,
planning, marketing, or researching, whether you're interested in
administration, liaison, or execution, we can find a job for you. I
learned a lot more railroad history while working on this year's
exhibit than eould possibly be presented in the exhibit itself. The
same holds true in most of our other projects. I've learned more than
I've taught and received more than I've given in my first year as
President. I'm sure that will continue, as I still have a lot to learn. but
it 's a lot of fun doing it.

Respectfully submitted,

William B. Zimmerman. President 
{



RECENT PROGRAMS (Continued)

September 8 - Railroads Then and Now
As a prelude to this year's exhibit, Dale Flansburg, a retired
railroader, described the colorful history of the Rutland Railroad
Chatham Division. A route for north country milk was needed, but
the Adirondacks stood in the way along the Hudson River. In 185 I a
New York to Bennington route was proposed, and in 1852 the
Lebanon Springs Railroad was completed frorn Chatham. It took
another 17 years before the line was completed to Bennington. The
Chatham Division was aptly nicknamed the "Corkscrew Division"
because of the turns in the Little Hoosiek River near Bennington.
Like many srnall railroads, the Corkscrew Division was plagued ivith
debt, floods, cornpetition, and bankrr"rptcies. The Stephentown
Station closed in 1935, and the last rail was removed August 7,Ig5l.

October'6 - Troy's Irish History
Jack Casey's interest in Troy politics is genetic, Irish politicians run
in his family, and he is State Senate parliamentarian and Rensselaer
Counfy Republican Chainnan. The potato famine and the Erie Canal
fueled Irish immigration, commerce and manufacturing in upstate
New York. Troy's "Bloody Thirteenth" Ward was a hotbed of
political unrest in 1894 when industrialist Robert Ross tried to
prevent illicit voting, a not ensued, and Ross was shot in the ensuing
riot. Bat Shea was railroaded by the establishrnent for Ross' murder.
Even though the case was riddled with inconsistencies and perjury
and the real killer confessed, Shea was executed. He became a folk
hero, albeit a dead one, to be celebrated in song and story by authors
and balladeers like Jack Casey in 1'he Trral of Bar Shea.

November 3 - Restoring Old Glass, Ceramics, and Nletal
As a Conservator of Decorative Arts. Heidi Miksch restores all
kinds of objects. She shared some of her expertise with us in various
fields. Here are a few Hints tiom Heidi. Glass and ceramic are the
rnost stable, but ceramic stains. Use water, not strong detergent, to
clean. Use pure epoxy to repair. Don't handle or polish gold. It
doesn't stick well. Metals are more susceptible to humiditv and dust.
(Cont inued on Page l4) l ' t



RECENT PROGRAMS (Cont inued)

and fingerprints eventually etch. Handle rvith gloves Metal stays
clean when not handled. Use alcohol tbr oil and grease. Use mild
acid for mineral deposits. Don't overclean. Use a limited amount of
polish. Wax protects metal against tarnishing. Light is an enemy of
organics. It alters their color and makes thern brittle. Feathers can't
be cleaned. Don't wet leather. itnd don't store things inside leather.
Don't wax baskets.

December I - Kitty Hawk Centennial - Airplane Stories

Following a delicious covered dish supper, Pat Bowman led a
discussion of flying experiences of members of the audience in
celebration of the Wright Brothers' first flight on December 17,
1903. As early as Greek rnytholog-v, ffIan had dreamed of flying, and
a few brave souls had tried and tailed. rnost with fatal results.
Balloons and even gliders had been used in the Nineteenth Century
and before, but no one had combined the principles of lift with the
internal combustion engine. Wilbur and Orville achieved a straight
flight of 59 seconds in 1903 It took another two years fbr them to
develop mechanisms to control pitch, roll, and yaw, that is, to be able
to tum the plane. Mechanical wizards without any patent, the two
bicycle makers essentially went broke in the commercial aircratl
manufacturing market. Today we take fbr granted the more than 200
flights that overfly our area daily. Bob Gorman, who was stationed
aboard an aircraft carrier, recounted several t-ailed carrier landings,
some on the deck, some in the ocean. Helen Koepp recalled a flight
aboard Royal Thai Airlines tiom Bangkok via Calcutta. Dean
Herrick described the shooting of a woman who ignored the security
around a downed military aircraft. From external wiring to takeotf
departure stalls, flight has been and continues to be one of the
ultirrate highs of rnankind.

January 5 - A llistory of Nursing at Albany Medicrtl Center,
1897 - 2003

Albany Hospital opened in 1854, the first school of nurrsing opened
in 1897, and Mary French became a nurse in 19,54 Mary described

ta (Cont inued on Page l5)



RECENT PROGRAMS (Continued)

the early da,vs of nursing, the long dresses with detachable sleeves,
the wards, the manual labor perfonned by nurses, the horse-drawn
arnbulances and other prirnitive treatments even in such advaneed
hospitals as Albany Hospital. Since Albany Hospital, which became
Albany Medical Center rn 1967, was and is on the cutting edge of
technology, its nurses participated in rnany firsts in the state. AMC
had one of the frrst fresh air TB facilities. During World War I, AMC
was equipped to handle 3000 wounded GIs. in 1950 AMC was one
of only five hospitals to have an artificial kidney machine. In 1957
Albany Hospital was the second hospital in the state to perfonn open
heart surgery. In 1956 Med Flight cut transport times o\/er a much
larger area from 90 minutes to 38. ln 1981 AMC began using
specially trained anesthetists. In 2000 AMC and the Nursing
Alumnae Association established a pernanent nursing exhibit. In
May look for The Legacy of Nursing at Albany Medical Center,by
Mary French and Elsie Whiting. It is part of the lmages of Arnerica
series by Arcadia Publishing.

23rd ANNUAL

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL

The Beruy Putch of
Stone Wall Hill Furm

Route 22
Stephentown

Sundayo June 27
Noon - 4 p.h. l
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