STEPHENTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
January - May 1979

NEWSLETTER

At the Annual Meeting of the Historical Sorciety, held April 2, 1979
in the Town Hall, with an attendanr~e of 40 adults and 10 minors, a new
slate of offi~ers and a Board of Trustees were nominated and ele~ted
for the ~oming year.

President: Anna Bayba, 1l year

Vi~e-President: William Jeanings, 1 year
Treasurer - Betty M~Clave, 3 years
Corresponding Secretary, Caroline White, 1 year
Recording Se~retary, 3Sylvia Leibensperger, 1 year

TRUSTEES:
Bertha Rathbun,
Hazel Barrett
Ellen Smith
Jayne Sawin
Kenneth Knoblork

Town Historian, Elena Courtne¥,, Ex-Officio-Trustee

A delirious ~overed dish Supper was enjoyed by all, Thanks to the
~ooperation of sor~iety membe#s and guests?

PROGRAMS: Beginning inMar#éh through“De~embenr; ‘the following super
programs will be held on'the first s:Monday of eassh"month, unless a
holiday falls on that dayi then theflprogram willfbe“s~heduled on the
following Monday. If you have dlspetial inter@st’in seeing or hearing

a different program, then please l€t us know-at our meetings, or -~all
Jayne Sawin, 794-7180. She will take inforniation and try to s~hedule

it for one of the monthly meetings.

TENTATIVE PROGRAMS: Woodstoves; Stamp Collecting; Cuilts, show
and tell; Charcoal pit; Antiques, show and tell; History of Post Offices
in Stephentown; Geneology; History of Senior Citizens; Archite~ture of
old homes; Christmas Ornaments; Customs at Christmas in different
countries.

Committees appointed by President for 1979,

Program Chairperson, Jayne Sawin; Refreshment Chairperson, Bertha
Rathbun; Membership Chairperson, Betty McClave; Geneology Chair .
person, A. Bayba and B. Rathbun; Cemetary Chairperson, A. Bayba,
Newsletter Typing and Mimeographing, Greer & Melvin Fitting

Board Meeting: The new officers and trustees held their first meeting
on April 26, 1379, at the home of Mrs. Bayba. Several proje~ts were
de~ided upon. They are: Histori~al So-~iety to join the Federation of
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of Histori-~al Servi-es (dues are $10 for organization per year). The
Federation was founded to servi~e museums, Histori~al So~ieties and
individuals in the Upper Hudson Valley. Individuals may also join this
organization. Contact Patti Drum Laskovski, 518 794-7400 for more
information.

2) Flea Market, to be held July 14-15, Donation of arti~les of all
types will be needed. If you have any mer~handise that you ~an't use,
or don't want, donate it to the Histori~al So~iety. Bring items to meetings,
or ~all Mrs. Bayba and she'll make arrangements to pi~k them up.
Tables will be available for individuals sellers, or dealers. Pri-~e for
spa~e will be listed in The E~ho. A bake sale will be held at the same
time. This will be our third Fund Raising Flea Market. Funds are needed
to pay for our se~ond album.

3) Talvaa~ Bazaar will be held in New Lebanon, and we'll have
our own booth there also. Dates to belpiblished in the E-~ho.
Volunteers will be needed for both affairs for three hour shifts of
two volunteers to wérpk\together. (Ifyyou ~an help, please ~onta~t
~hairman of Fund RaiSing Comniittee.

4) Album. Our secondjalbum is omvtie market, with many new
photos in it, They are ongsal€ at Sykeg, Store, Carr's Store, Dave's
Mini-Mart; Town Clerk's\©ffice, and’with offi~ref#s and trustees of
the Histori~al So~iety,y! /The first@&lbum was'a ~omplete sellout. If
we get enough requegts; the, welll Have morg®,opies made. Sof r, we
have 26 requestsj ¥f,you want Album #one,psefid a post~ard with your
name ard address/rfequestigg One to Mrs.fPana Bayba, Stephentown
Historiral So-ietyy Box 33, /Stéphentownf \New York 12168,

Information: The Offi~e of State Arf-_lgli'ves oan the llta floor of the
Cultural Education Center in Albany, has a Local Re~ords se~tion
wh ~h may be of value to many interested historians.

Do you know how New York State got its name? Ans: N.Y. was
named by British Colonel Richard Ni~holas after his for-~es had takea
the Colony of New Amsterdam away from the Dutch in 1664. The
name honors York, England.

The American Asso-iation of 3tate and Lo~al History has a
series of slides and tapes available for meetings at a ~ost. Subje-~t
based on preservation and range from Reading a Building, to Curatorial
Care.

History is still happening. The news of today will be tomorrow's
history. The Town Historian who maintains a file of important and
interesting events will save countless hours and mu~h siinformation
for future historians, who would have to pie~e together a se-~ondhand
story that ~ould have beea re~orded a~-~urately now.



Stephentown Histori-~al Sb~iety, page 3

A ~urrent newspaper should be a most reliable sour ~e of information
in preserviag history.

we know how easy it is to forget, but membership dues are our
main sour-~e of in~ome. Now that we have to pay for our new album,
our funds are low. We are ~ouating oa you to respond to our plea to pay
your dues now, for we need your support. If you have doubts as to
whether you are paid up, ~all Mrs., M-~Clave, 733-5064, and she will be
zlad to che~k her files and see when you paid last.

With everything rising, we still haven't upped our dues. They are
the same as when we started, $l. 00 for a~tive members, 50¢ for minors
(under 18 years), for the whole year.

Histori~al So-~iety Meeting Dates for 1979

January
February
Mar-h 5th
April 2and

May 7th

June 4th

July 2nd or 9th
August 6th
September 10th
O-~tober lst
November 12th
De~ember 3rd

} no meeting due to winter weather @

o

Rens. Co. Junior Musaufn locatedtat 9 Se~ond(Street, Troy, has a-
series of Mobile Exhibité availailé ¥REE to ®8nS. Co schools, ‘whirh
are suited to ~lasses of varying agés. Fof moTe information, ~all
R.C., J. M., 235, 212], or visit them at 5th*Stfeet and 106th Street Troy.

They also have exhibits, including the building of a log ~abin with
authenti~ tools,

This unusual’museum should be very interesting to both young and
old. Take your ~hildren or grand-hildren and spend a pleasant few
hours there. .

~ Magy pamphlets are brought to the regular meetings of the-Histori~al
So~iety, announ~emeats of other so~iety-meetings, Higher Edu-~ation
information for ~ourses from different ~olleges, spe-ial programs put -
on by the State Edu-ation Department, and by the Federation of Histori~al
So-~ieties,





