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Thtg newslecEer wttl be published tr^rice annually to
keep our memberahl.p trp:.to-date on the var!.oue pfojec'cso

fc'**.W
the StephenEoron Htstorleel Sbclety neets once €, monl:h ac Ehe
Iown Hall. at I potno We have some' lnf,ereeting rneettngs plenned
for the neat fcw tronthe and hope you wlLl be able to attend.

lrleetlnge ars op.en to everyone!

O9fOBER 11 Frlday I PoMo Town Hell
-llrg RutMnne Btodo ourator end reglsgr.ar au the Rensedlaer

Sounsy Etatorl,sal Sool,ety ln Troy, r,r11l. tat k on Ametican
Pottety. Shc !rfl1 ehow pottery froq Lhe col.leetlon of,
the RenrcAlaer CognEy HlstorLcal Soolety and, trace the
trlator5t of pottery nak3ng ln Ch!.s 'copattiy"
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NOVEMBER I. Frlday I Pot{o Totrn Ha1l.
!Ir" Joe SellE, town hlstoslan of Lebanoag and a vlse prtncipaX,
ln. the ![ed Lebanon Sc.hooi. District, w111 shr,rc wlth thc grpLp
htg Xong tntercst i,n Yalley and Stcpheofordn hletrcry. Hs nac
born ln Eest Hassau'and has been wlih the Nerv !+abanon echools
fqr 42 y€e^rB o HERE IS A tAtK you wf.!l noE wdnt to mlss.'-Take
lt from Ot{E wtro know.

,

DECEMBER 6 Frldey I Po}Io (loeatlon Fo be annou$ced)
A3I EYENING OT FOtK MUSIG WITH GEORGE AND VAUGIIT'T WARD
Ihe lferds are well knoun tn the Capl.taL, DLggTict for Chelr' 
f,tne.utrel*s 88 well as fos Ebclr nanu ectiulqlea tn praugtlng
the colleotlon and etudy of folklor€o. Thl€ yea;r they ara oii
legve firon the N!.skayune Schegl eybteo and havE grants f,ron
the Nat.lon^e1 Endmmeng for Ehs Arts and the New York State
Corrnctl oo the AsEB o lhey rLll be conductLng workahopg aRd
gtvtpg performnncae thrqughouE tbe 8tate"

llere wlll be a ltntrted ilrnber of E{okete avallelgle at the dootro
If you want .to be sure t'o hava a tLckaco l.lall a cheek to the
Stephentonn lllgtorteal SocleE:zp P"Oo Borr 39, Stephentewn, NoYo
Pt-ease eneloge a stauped eelf=addresged oovelope- for Ehe reBudn
of the tteketg, Tl"ekeae w11L be $l"os f,os adrrJ'cg-.-509 for chl,ldsen

under 12,

It le hard to beltcve thbe we held our very flrsc neetlng less
than one ysar agp for ln that shoft ttme lne heve begun rrork on
nany projecta whlch arc he!.plng tg paeserve bhc Htscory of our
Towno See the f,oll.owlng pages for on-golng ,pboJecte and DOtttT
FORGET to ftll, out a memberghip bLank Lf fou have not done so
already"

/
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ejOLLt:UT'l.Oht OF OtD PI{OTOS PaBe' trPo

l lany rcs ldent:s have lent f f.ne oLd photos of Stephenteiwn to
DleI F'I"tttng wtro has rnnde superb c: opi.es (snmetfmes better
therr the ortglne I )  for our eotleet ' lon" Theee phot 'os wi[1.
nos be careftrl ly preeerved and wf.ll be used ln dl.eplnys
for the lfbrary., the Loeal sehools ancl possLbl; we wLll
flnd orher uses over the years to come,. fhe orlglnetr
photo lsi etrwaye returned. to the o!fiier a,s pronpt,ly qs posslbl"e"
IF you have souur photoe (or flne old prlsteards) th.au you
nould be wL}ttng to laE ttel borrow for s week =-=PL,EAS;E
caLl htu at 7x3=581 

***uo****$r-ffi*#e

T,I,BRARY DISFLAY
If you heve been tn Ehe St.ephenuoqnr tf.brary over t he sutrmer
you have seen the ftrst of our ff.ne ltbrery dLsp-l"ayo dealing
td"th aspec Eu of, che hi"story of Scephenrowtr " Flore of these
wtLl be appeartng tn the mrnuhe ahe.sde aecorcli.ng io r,he
ereaEor of {:he dtsptr"e}$ r, Ross e.eetes,,

ffiHr*.':f

HI"STORY
Deeplte the f,set rhat tape reeclrderts heve eetrned tr rather
bad naue tn our !'€e:i"$t pol[tleel hfstory, wG bell"eve they
ean be put to goad utse f.n reeorElng People u e remembrances
of tl.nes peBE, Donrra.Stdor,., Edwfn Cogan and Agnes Coete8
heve been busy Sravetltng around StephenEorln eolleettng
|UEI{ORIES ON TAPEtr.. The New York State Hlstorf.cal Soefety
at Cooperstoun prorrLdee the tspes (free of eherge) end tn
exehange we lend our r:oupleted Eapes to them so tha-t they
nsy oske eoples for thetr arehLvee, (These are used by
peopl.e dotng reseereh f"nto the ht"story of our Stete)
The ortgtnat tape ls retrrrned to usr perhapo ftlr use
somedey-ss pert of a u11;ie ,E-nd tape sahotr for locel sehoole,

db'* ffi s?L"fffi *',ft #i&a1i'

HISTORISAT STTE STJRVBY
Susen Oooper [s Ehe ferson f,n eharge of a long termo orl-
gof"ng pro_t€tit-.-A $Ltrvey of the oI"d butldlngs Ln all parte of
Sgephentown, 'T'hf.e sunrey ts hetng eondueted l"n eooperaEton
rrtth the Stete Board for Htsuorte PresetruatLon. The aLm
of the surrsey Ls to tdenttfy end desertbe on a ttblue sheet"
(thE forn provl.detl by thc Scete Board) ALt the buttdf.ngs tn
our town whf.i;h iire of htstor{.c traportanee One eoPy of the
ttbtue gheegtt ie i...-rtr-- ro the St-r.r il:e Boord n and one eopy l.s
kep f tn outr olrR f I les . Wi th ilc mn:ny f lne oLd but ldlngs
x-n Stephentow, tht.e siurveg, wtl]" t.rrke Bome yeer$ to eorytete.
Tn frretu Sursen msy sttl l be worktng on tt Ln her Ol,. 'D AGHI
?,,"l[tE$S sCIme fl.nterested peop Le ee l't 7 33- 5162 and r:f,fer thetr
dFlsf  stgnce,,



CEMETERY ST}RVET psge 3

llany people Eeern to thtnk we are stqly nektng a llst of
a'!.1 the cemeterles Ln torn" No tndeedl We are actuall t
reaordlng the Lnfornatton on eeeh and every grevestone l-n
eeeh end every eemeter|--I.ARtt and snell. You Day have
belleved these reeords to be kept by cerctery essoeietlons o
but Ln faet, they have not,, And of eoursee [!NI.ESS we
ftnd Tlays to keep our srweys up-to*dete, all thls herd
rork w1.11 be of tlttle vefue ln another 10 years.

The eeuultery eonntttee hes been very aettve thls sumer
and e report from Cynthle Peaseu ehatmoano followsg

Though everythtng we deat wl"th ls deed (ptnl 3 ) {r'rr eomlttee
l"s altve and worktng dtllgently' One of our norkers ,, rfttek Menno
te leavi.ng us f,or a year to go to Oklahone, Stll1 hsrd at work
sre Franeee Rnthbun, Thelm Tonllneono tents Grlfffn end Agnee
Coatee o rrhc sre alrcst f tntshed wl.th the HtUel.de Gemetery on
Ftre Tower Rd " Sone queetl.ons they are aektng are: Cen rre
get the Ceneeery Aeeoel,etl.ons to scart keeplng recorde after
resve done everythtng up to thf"s strrmer?*-Ilor em there are
Dany eGones rd.th bfrth detes but no dea th datee? (are the people
hrted here or elsewtlere)"'-There sre Eeny nars on the nap we
have, but when we get to the aetual plot thcre0s no narkerr of,
stoneo--Are the lots erycy or are people brrrLed there wtth no
narker?

Su.gan eooper hae eoqleted the Eddy Cenetery on Ttrrner
HLll Roed end the Leonard Geuetery [n Atwater Hollow,,

Edwtn Cogan w1.11 do the Boardnan-eogan Cemtery Loeated
above hl.s hone,, Ile states EhBt the oldest stone there le L77O,

l{,If" Lests and Eether t{aynard have dmre the Garpenter-
El1ts Ceoetery loclE ted behlnd Eloer Stuert 0 e hone,

Stemrt Peaee de dofng the eemetery locsted next to
the Benerly Ltebenon honel,

Susan Cooper, eynEhte Pe-Bse,, Gl.nny and Jeen Attrster s{re
doing Ehe Presbyterten H1.11 eeanetery., (Gtnny enmter dl.d thtgyeers ago,)

TLeha Hespellne Ls-dotng the Cranston lttLl Ceoeue1;yt,,
Other eeueteriee already eoryleted are The Old Ben

Ileyes Farm -Cemetery on Bert llagers Rd' u The Tayer Ferm Ceoetery
on Tayer Rd ' o GreeilDan HLll eeneteny tr"oeated bn Murray propertyo
The Turner eemetery at Hoagts cornerb" The Batley eenolery io""
aeted on Gentt"le Rd-, behl.nd the Streuss house" the Strslt
emtery on Garfflel'd Rd,, The tlunttngton Cemetery off the Gerfield
Rd,s oR sn old eoaeh roed on the stereart estate"

l{re,, LeuretEa Herrte of Eaet Naeeeu ms klnd enough to
*qend us s eopy of Ehe East l{essau eemer"ery and Eeny otfiers,

Ferhups our rro'elt t"nduetrtous a:nd eertatnly our qogt
ardent greveyarcl cletver tc Pagrt e ta Devl rr , wtroee report I forrnd
so I'ntereottng th,et rt €m not edlttng f"t but tncludl"ng Lt enttrely,,



TTIE BAPTIST CEMETERY on eenetery H1"1.1 Roed
page touf,' n

On top of, a bxeezy hLtr t o over-l.ookt"ng the Taeonl"e Valley
Rangeo i,;:i th St,ephentown snuggled tn lts hll ls and valleye e l.J-rg
Ehe resttng plaee of soue 682 people of all ereeds " Pi"ne trees,
rLeh Breen ehrubbery and cerefully trtmed grass surround the
floner edorned Braves,, (]o@nly known ss the Bapttst Cemeterlo
thf.s eemetery treeame fneorporated {.n 1905 o when Stephentorn
acgutrerl more land' Stnee then t*Dsr offflel-al ftrne has been
The Stephentown Geme$erl, Inc"

The orf,glnal. Baptl"st Ghtrrch of Stephentown ffis bul,lt
wfthfn f cs boune{artes , The Braves of the deacone o eldere and
ehef.r fentl.f.es wea"e ptraeed neer the ehureh., Thcy fsced eaeEffird
towerd Bhe rf"stng sun Eo emlt thetr r{.srrn Son and God, Sorne
of the flret settl.ere of Stephenborm eere burted there before
the turn of the 18th eentury" Ae the Baptlct nenbershLp flourl.ahed
f.n the 19th eenturyo one wLll note thst" the nnJor{.ty of stones
represented followere of the Baptlet fatth, Most ftrst names
were Btbl'l"eel n eue h es Roe hel o Isatah " Exektel u ttarth€ o Eether,
Rebeees and BenJamtn,, There Le &n exeeptton tn e Thenkful snd
a Patfenee, Well knowrr lest names Ere Gardner, Sheldnno Douglaeo
Swaet o Roae o Bro'dn o Goodrl"eh u ehflt renden u Cam, Hall , Peaee ,
eatpenter u Ongood, and l"app "

A few mre fnteresttng obrservaE'Lons were nadeFwtr{.'le
vtsftf.ng thts htetorteatr stte.. Mfrtrrlegesr were wtthtn the
ptoneer fantl.lee of Stephento'*n,. One deaeon nsmeC Edward Cerr
eontrtbuted etnguXerly Eo tht$ €e he h*rd forx wtvee. InfanE
end neternel deeths were eo on durtng Ehe 19th eentury and one
eannot but wonder the esuses of 'theee end other young deaths ,
Yetu longevlty tat6 not €n exeeptLon, One of the Sheldon plots,
eonstettng of ntne graves, ws transferred from Sheldon Ht[3.
fn 1955.,

A eruel ftre devasted the WheeXer fsrm Ln 1933 and took
wtth Lt the eemetery"E onLy reeords" Twsauy-two yeers Lster
l{r" Cl"erenee &srpenter and I'tr' Anery tlell saw thl"e eeneter?
es a Jungle and began thef,.r' devoted projeet Erf restortng Ehe
grounds. $ome wo'rk mret.yet be dc;ne e,s geveral Btone$] &re
avverErrrned otr earBh gunken" Unf,'ll'tuns+tety" weny other etoneg
€:rG weathen eroded rnalctng f.t fl,mpesetbl"e rb'read- uhe tnserf.pttone,

[E f,e the stm of the ,stephentonn llf.etortcEl, Soef.ety end
CIhe hopes of glther trrtereeeed petrsonrr, that the reaords now
betng made be kept updat:,d and utrat rhe restoratton be eontlnued.

.--Pet llevLe
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