
STEPIIEI\ITOI,.IIV HISTOHICAT SOCIEIY
'NEI^I$L$TTER OF t9ZT"

.lirne tbaltlon
lTr*lT************ *** ****t*tt****,* ************+**** ****t+****tt********lf

Ae ne prepare thls edtltlon we rre pless6d to report the progtress
of the Hlstorlcal Soclety neet!,ngs. We are gxeatly encouraged by
the Attendance of so BanT. people at vaTlous acttviturb over the
past ferir years . We haye seen. nany new fades antl net aome wond.er,-
ful peopLe from other hlstorlqal soctot les, whh .are nost welcone
to attendl our neetlnSis. Hooefully more of the peopl-e In the area
w111 aval l  thenselvee of the prograns at the soclety ln the future.
These progrsms 11111 be announcedl at the neetlns, ln our ne*sletters,
and. ln area newspapers.

We woul.d llker to remlnA you'that lt .was n6t our lntentlon to
forn Just a soclaI prganlzatlon. oi nolubn, but 1! was neant to be
nore thgt that. Soc1al functlons are lnd.eed.. lnpo?tant part of the
Il1stor1c4l Soclety ln the.furthgrance .of our goaIs.

T?rankfully we seen to heve been successful ln regards to our
weLl attenaled. socla1s, fund ?alslnF p"oJects, lnformrntlve speakere,
captlbned f1ln showlngs, and also our nuslcals over the past few
years.

There,le a great deal nore to be done. Novl wg are ready to
nove on wlth your cooperatlon to btgger and better go:rIs. We hope
to offer nore lnformatlve hlstory of our pa8t nndl to lrnprove our
knowled.ge of the future. As wlth n{iny organlzatlons todey, our
econoynlc support cornes fron nepbershlp d.ues andl fund ralslng
proJects. lrfe are havtnc a menbershlp drlve. WON|T YOU TAIU THE
TIUE AND JOIN US? Types of nembershlp are llsted on lhe back page.

In c1oslnft rnay we ask. thst you feel free to cal l  upon us wlth
any suggestlohs for the betternent qf our soclety..  ITiS OUR !OWN,
FOLKS, SO LEtrS ALL TANE pAnT IN PBESEBVING ITS IIIST0BII

A. Bavbh, presldlent

* lt***ltlt ltl+* lr.lr* ** * **t+ ** * *l+* lr*l+tf * r+** * l+*tt r.ttt+ * tl****** *16 * **l+it*lrltrr{tlt **l+L**

ORAL IIISTOBY PROJECT - report by Lynn cooclhue

The oral hlstory proJect wns begun by Agnes Coates even before
there was a Dtephentown l l lstorlcal Soclet j ' .  She and. others have
recorded. the renlnlscences of l lelen snd Fred. Kenyon, Car?le Sykes,
Erna Grahan, the late Fred Jonesr Lewls Gflf f in, Al1ce Wenple, A1
Sl1vexnell ,  the late CLarence .St3rks , Clara Reynolds, dnd. the late
Alma Meddaugh. Outllnes of these tapes have been mad.e and coples
sent to the New lork State Hlstorlcal Soclety at Cooperstown, whlch
provlcles us the tapes free of chnrge tn erchange for the use of our
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oonpleted tapes so that they tn.}Jr nake.. coplb.s' of then for thel"
archlves. (The orlglnaL tapes are returned. to us.) Tne tapes st
Cooperstom are then aval lable to people researchlng the hlstory of
New lork Stdte. Th€ Rev. ErireSt Srnlth has trnade, use of our.outLlLneg
1n h16 research for sone the the Velley Talee pub]lehed ln @ Echo.
Ther'e ls.a wealth of thfornatlon on the tapes we have--the stortee
recaLled. are fasolngtlng. But uuch nore work remalna.to be done..
We shoufd nrake tranbcalpts sO the prlnted lnfornatlon w111 be
avnllable thrbugh the llbrary: Also we should oontlhue collectlng

nenorleb bn tape. o Whb knoiss what tales atre left to be told?

' When Agnes moved, she Left the eapes and butl lnes wlth ne.
Unfortunately I do not hnve 4 c'rssette t.rpe .recortler and thus
heve not been .rble to do any work on the proJec.t:  I  woutrd l lke.to
see a new conmtttee or,gnnlzcd wlth several people tqplng and
others traheicrlblng enC outl tnlng. We need lrccess to cassette
tape record.ers and ql-ao d 1c Uapho'ne equlpnent -(frequent stopplng
lnd rewlnal lng of the orlgln"r l  tqpes weers thern out).  I f  you would
Ilke to qet lnvolved ln .thls f.rEctnetlnfi project qnd/ or have
nachlnes we coul i l  bolrow, please glve ne :r cal l  ab 733-5598.

ls**, l t****l$**rf i t l+l t t l+*+**l f* l t****aals*l+t l*:*r. :*********l t*** l l l r***L*jf t f***t **

PROGRATvIS FOR 197?

fh.ls year we decliled to hol.d reguLer rnestlngs 1n January and
February, and. take ourbh4nces on the weather. Our epenkers dldnrt
have to trdvel fsrr! Cynthl'l Petse'gave the flrst progran of the
year, a well-attended t41k on cooklng on q wood stove, lncludlng
o1d.-tlne neuhdds and. reclpes. In February the lIovle, ttDonrt Tread
on l leer, was shown. This aovte, de.plct lng the I l fe of the Anerlcan
Revolut lon.rry soldler, was f1lned ln Nassau, N.Y;

|'A Hlstory of Ameltc..ln I'urnlturerr was the toplo of the lrlarc h
7 progran, presented by Ruthann Brod of the Rensselaer Oounty
Hlstorlcal Soclety. The r lnnual ! !ee t.1ng wlth the elect lon of off lcers
was held 1n Aprl1 and fe.rtured" a coverecl dlsh supper. And on May 2,
l l rs. Shlr ley Dunn of tho Esqpat.rk Hlsto?lca1 Soclety, presented a
program on lrMethode of Hlstorlo Sltes Surveys: Id.entl fylng
f  eaturcg of  01d Homes .  ' l 5he l^Ient through the nblue sheets , ot
the forms to f111 out for  q s l tes survey for the state,  step by
step, maklng the f  orms seen mdch less lnt lmldat lng;  she then
presented 4 very lnterest lng s11de show 11luStrat lng the features
to look f  or when try lng ' to ldent l  fy the 

"Ee 
of en old.  home .

Programs ha.ve rrlreqd.y beein .1rf'lnge'd. 'for the sunmer mgnths :
0n June 6 ,  l l rs .  Chr lst ln i l  Stevens ,  l ioos 1ck Town l i ls tor lan, w111
present e t r lk  on the: Bntt le of  Bennlnston, e t lneI .y toplc s lnce
the 200th annlversary of  th ls lmportnnt Revolut lonrry batt le ts
thls sur lner.  Hooslck wl11 be holdlng an 'annlversary celebrat lon
(t t re fer :nous batt le w. ' is  actual ly fought ln Wal loomsac, N.y.) ,  and.
I{rs .  Ste vens w111 be tel l lns us of  the plans f  or  thnt  .



SHS NEWSLEITER - p. 3

In July W111lan Sensenev, a blacksmlth fron L'{nesborough who
speclallzds '1n perlod lronware reproductlon 1nd antlque haralware
restorat lon,  w111 dlscuss h1s craf t .

In August, Mlke Dlnanna rrnd W1lllem Z. Bayba, of the Fowler
and Flnch fnsurance Co., w111 tnlk on the past, pxesent and future
of lnsurance and w111 present a vldto tape on f l ln.

Program toplcs uncler constderatlon for the future lnclud.e:
glass and. cerenlcs; covered brldges i  old barns, part iculerly t l telr
constructlon; antlque guns; trol ley cars i  nt lque qul l te i  old tools,
especlal ly farn tooLs; hlstory of farnlng; nore on the Sh' lkers,
perhaps Shaker cooklng; oId schools of Stephentown i o1d-t lne every-
clay sk111s; nnd the role of wonon ln the prrst.  I f  you irnow of
anyone who wouLd be a good speaker on qny of the above toplcs, or
on any other toplc you would be lnt irested. 1n, contsct Fts. Goodhue
or lihs. Bayba. We are alw.rys on the lookout for new ldeas 4nd
welconae any suggestlons you mlght have.

* *l*l+lt *l+{* ** *l}.lr* *l+ lt* {t *l+lt** * * * ** * tT,l**.lt** l+ltrtltltltlt** * *lt*lt**li*ltit**********

CEI'IETERY AND GENEALOGY COMI{ITTEES

So far ncrny ceneterles have been d.one. but we need. volunteers
to he:Lp us r,rlth the l1rge Ce.tho1lc Cemetery and severaL smaller ones,
Cynthln Pease reports that rnoSe typlnq heeals to be done on ca?ds,
whlch she has. ! 'or nore lnfornatlon, cal l  733-JOl7

Is there anyone :ln our organlzatlon lnte?ested ln genealogy?
If you qre please contsct your presldent for lnfornatlon. Thls
conmlttee coul-d be ectlvated nor^r thst the nlce weqther ls here.
We have sone cataloglng of nEune s and fanllles 1n town whlch were
done by Cynthla and her conn0lttee.

Thanke to Cynthla Pease and. her Cenetery Conr'llttee foT a
Job well  done I

* lt **lt*itlt*l+lt * rt*ltltl$lt{ttttals{+ ** tt** t*{+ ttl+* *** ** {'** ** ** ** {+t+ * *l+ * * *t+ *lr',i *{rr* * * ar lt

FIEA IftTRiG;f

The eoclety ls plannlng a flee n.rrket to be run on Saturday,
July 9, and Sunday, JuIy 10, fron 10 an to J pn, raln or shlnel
It w111 be qt the Town ll.r11 on Grange ltall Road 1n Stephentown.
We are looklng for f Ie.r nrrket and antlques d.e4lers, but anyone
wlshlng to seLl l tens may reserve e table. Herers a chance to
cle.rn out your stt lcs, cel l*s and closets--rent a table and sel l
your wnrea I

There w111 also be refreshnents nnC baked. goods for sale by
the soclety. Thls w111 be our mrlJor fund-rnlslng effort for the
year--your help w111 be grently apprecletedl

* i+lt{t* * lf .** ** * * *{3 * * **r}*lf **** * * *.t}* *rf l}t+;s* ts* *l+l+***l+* tttt{rl+ *tt* tt* * *{t * * * * ll* *
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SATr JUNE I8, T0',I}T FAliItY PICNIC

HELD AT IDLBTilI LD Ci';I,fGROIJIIDS: RAT\

GATTIER YOUN CHILDP.EAI }ND .}OIN flIiE

PRE'IISES. ITIERE l^tltt BB. GAIvIES rgn

oNE COME Att.n - :

FLEA I'IAR,KET & RII.'ilAGE SALE

SPONCER@ BY BICEIcIBIIIULI COMIIITTEE TO BE

oR siirNEtr"PA0K youR rIcNIc BISKETS Ai;D

F'III\T'I 
.NEVENAGES 

WILI BE A.VAII43I8 ON TTIE

THB. qOUNG AI{D OLD , AISO PRTZES."SO ml'iE

' . .

JULY 9rST. A HUi..n'iAeE SALE WILL BE HELD BY IHE FEDEFATED CHURCH l'{iluiBEFS

OTT GARFIEI,' RD. TTq MT OLD I,;ETiIODIST CHUROH. ITIS THIER A].TiUAL SALE ,

I,ilITTI PI,$;TY OF GOODIES 1O BE BOUGHT..

JUIY 9 A IO SAT- Ai'{D SIn{. 6 pT,Fia }{KT WILL BE HEL,D By THE HTSrcRICAL

SOCIEIY AT TriE lo}{i{ IIAIJL ON GBAIIGE Ii.AtL AD. EIFRESIIMn{T WILL 3E SOID BY

THE SOCTEIT Alrlo BAIGD GOoDS. mI{ATIONS eRFATty APPR$IATED TO HEIP',i US

RAISE FIJNDS IrOR OUR PnOJmTg. VOUINTEERS. ARE ALSO NSEDED 10 lrrORI( Af 15IE

REFRES,ffiT4U{T TABIE. CO}IIACT IyiRS BAYBA AT'lr?frfl or ilmS GOODHUE If 717rrgS
:ttit*lr.E*.*fl- n d.eal.ef g .wantod a Lso rr-:-::-::-:------------ ,

:F *,fi ,1. * * * {c :lc ir {s yi< * * :i: :lr * :lc X< + :F {c * * :* * *' * * + :f * yr {c * * * * {. * * *

BAAAAR A}iD I.IHITT EMM{AI{T SAIE

AUG.6.SAT. AT TiIE C$MERA HUT I}T i'Ts? LEBANo}i o}I RT 20, ALt Ci{uRcH oiTGAI{IZATIoI\.
I

i.lltt HotD A Ba.ZAAR.D0ITATToIIS 0F rrAr[D I;ADE ARTTCIES WItt BE APPRECIATED .

.,;E OF TiIE HISI'ORICAI SOCISry WILL TAVE A TABTE SET UP AI.SO. VOtUI{TEERS ARE -..

NEEDED.. PLSASE C$NTACT 717]fr7 or 717)DB, PuIS ARTTCIES:TO BE SOLD.
;)

H0us3 sunvsfs..

A COI0{ITTEE WAs FoRivlED AT OUR I4ST BOiriD ir.{EgrING N{D TIIE FOLIO\fII{G

PMPM VOruNTEERED IO DO HOUSE SURYET I]f IOI,IN. l.TE i{It! APPRMUTE YOUR

OOOPEFATION:'lHmI TIIET CALL oI{ YOU- l'trO SJRVEY i{IL! BE m}TE !{ITHOUT YOUR

PEFII'IISSION. IT III\ICLVES TAKING L FICTURE Orr YOUR HOMEAND eETTIlflc AS MUCH

AS FOSSIBLE INFOR'IATION ON PAPER.IF YOU WOULD LIIT"E YOUN HOIUE CATAIOGED

CALL THE FOI,IOI'IING PEDPIE:LIS{NCOODI{UE, JAYNE SAWI}I, SUE COOPER
711-rrg! 7gt+-7rBo 7r>we1
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IIISTOBICT\L ltl,BUlvl

Af ter  many r ionths of  hnrd work,  the Stephcntorvn Hlstor lcar l
Album has gone to pr1nt.  Thls ls the resul t  of  a concerted ef for t
put f  or th s lnce last  faI l  by the Alburn Comrnl t tee.  I t  ls  expected.
that the book, conslst lng of  about t50 plctures of  Stephentown,
1ts people ' ' rnd lndustry between 1880 and. 1940, w111 be aval lab1e
for sale by the f l rst  of  Ju1y.

I t l t t t ' ** l t t t l t l t l t * l i r t t  l t *  t$**- l+t t l t :h i rz i  #c. l$ l t t t l t * l+ l t** l+ l t t t* . , i t t i t . * t l t t t t l t * ' t t tFf , - t+t t  *r+t f l t tS* t t t t i t t&ra+t*t f

OFFICh]RS

Neurly elected of f lcers of  the Hlstor lc?l  Soclety are as
fol lows:

pfesldent-  Anna B.rvba lbustees: J,qcob Bakker
Vlce Presldent Susan Cooper Sq11y Fox
Bec. Sec. Glaclnto C'rpel l l  Lewls Grl f f  ln
Corr.  Sec. Georgtena Beebe Jayne Sawln
Treasurer Lynn Goodhue Bertha Rathbun

i t l  Sl Iverna11, eE
off lc lo (Tovrn
f f i r len)

' f*lt.* tt tftt l$lttttf lsltJf +bt&tF* ri"st++S Jl# 
"t 

+t.,+ i i lf it * i i *r.Fzi lri i"??* *.1+.i& Jfri#.1{-rt *t&{tlt ttJi lt i i  Jrt.. x iTl$* +i #Jitt*{f

I{EI{BERSHIP

Dre s f  or 1977 ere p' lyable now .  Acc ordlng to thc By-Laws ,
menrbershlp 1n the soclety is open to any lndlv idual  or  orga.nlzat lon
lnteres ted 1n the h1s tory of  Stephentown. Annual  d.ues nre pnyable
ln advance and members ln arrears 6 nonths shal1 be dropped frorn
nenbershlp.  I f  you have already pald your dues ,  te ' r  of f  : rnd glve
to 4 f r lend.:  New menbers arc always welcone ,
' f * r+**t l+ i l t * - ib ' | t*  i t *"nrtr i f r l iJ t i i r i+ i* . ,s i i i3: ;  l tz t*" i t t ( :srr  l$: i l t l t i t f r t t*F+tt tJbi t t tJ$t?t i t i t i t f * t t*Je* isr lSiStS'rr" i?b

fndlv ldual  Menber,  Adul t
Indlv ldual  Menber,  Mlnor .  ( t7 or

under )
Contr l but 1ng Menberr
Sus taLnlne Mer.nber 50 .  00
Ll fe Mernber (one t l r re prynent)  100"00
Bus 1ne s s or Orerrn lztt 1on 15. 0o

$1. oo Annual Dres

.50
5. 00

NAIIE (please prtnt  )  :

I{IiTLTNG ADDITESS : PHONE:

I fa l l  to:  Stephr:ntown Hlstor lcal  Soclety,  Box 39, Stephentown NY
12T68




