3¢ B 3 36 3 6 96 3 36 R I 30 I K Fo 3 96 36 3 e 36 H 9 e I 0 3030 b H e deob % *.*****1&*1&*%—***%»% RHARFH AR ARRR KR TR0 R
STEPHENTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

NeWSLETTER

Octobar 1977

% ¥k K k¥

330 55 36 30 35 36 3 36 36 45 35 95 H0 5 36 56 9 o H0 3 30 3 34 36 0 $0 96 98 36 3 96 563 50 50 56 K3 5 56 389 5 G0 H 3 56 336 3 H K R 390 50K H H Hoaw Sk K

& & ok %k &k X ok ¥

. REPORT FROM THE PRESIDENT: #

. # thils project yet. So please help

* A bie "Thank You" to all the vol-* us find these places for our re- ¥
© unteers and contributers for * cords. They are used as refer-

« thelr support, encouraserent and iﬁcis ?Y finezlogists in search of ,
. ©nthuslasm in makinz 21l our sun- 1elr Tanlly trees. %
. ™mer projects such 2 success: : %
. our flea market, the booth at the, We will keep you informed of 211
* TALV%C Bazaar in New LeY%anon, and, the thinzs that we are doing to *
% our "Sweet Shoppe" at the Stepheng nake the Historical Society a zreaf
4« Ftown Filreman's Muster. 5 successbwith the cooperation of all
. our menbers. #*
: Thanks to our volunteers, Lynn : Anna Bayba, %*
» Goodhue, Bertha Rathbun, Jayne ™ President *
4+ ©Sawin, Rosenary Lind, and Sally ) *
4 Fox who zave so nuch of their = a4 *
4+ time, and to Susan Cooper who e =
» "ade the lovely signs for these , Mrs. Susan Cooper has resigned as *
« 2ffairs; also to Gene Sawin who , Vlce president and naf chalrman of *
4 Was always handy with a tarpaulin, the cemetery committee. With her *
. to keep the sun and rain off of , (nore than) full-time job at Jininy
e the 1ladles who were working. & Peak she is finding it increasinglyt
. . difficult to do these jobs well., #*
« More volunteers are needed to & Yrs. Cooper has been active in the *
4w Work on other projects. Won't & Soclicty since 1ts beginnings and

« Yyou velunteer to give at least % she has given nuch of her tirme and ¥
. one hour a ~onth to help out? . energy over the years. We will ¥
. . *fdss her'active involvenent but »
. Sequive's erail busltnr o virn & monthiy nestings even Af ohe hgs |
: intc a museun where students and, to come late! :
%« Visiters would brouse and learn ) *
= Aabout our town's past and present, B ety bt o, *
« We'd nmaintain photes and tapes of | %*
% lnterest, catalozs of ceneteriles, , BSSAY CONTEST *
% house survevs, publications on % ¥
.~ the history of our town and coun-, The Historical Society 1s sponsor- *
% ty, booklets published by our owny ing 2 history composition contest *
« and other historicnl societies, , for aren students. The compositiorks
+ and artifacts donated to us or 4 A2re to be on any aspect of the his¥
# Jloaned by private owners. *EOI‘V gi‘ Szephentowné There will &
A 5 D€ A rst prize and two runners

% With £all just around the corner ,UP ln each of 3 grade catagories
% 1t's tine to set goinz qni find *aiqggélgggz %{8d28$2—12. Els g&glog
% ' the ' missing ‘Cerieteriess ook 3 L5 i s. W O3 grades 5&0,

% around your property--you may findg #10 % $5. In addition to the

% an old eenmetery hidden by brush 4 monetary prizes, the best composi- ,
# and trees. We are onc of the % tlon in each group will be publishegd
% few towns that have not completedy in the next historical album. *
% * (Conto) 3
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STEPHENTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY #** P. 2

Essay contest - cont.

Participants —ust be residents
of Stephentown, The Deadline is
December 2 and prizes willl be
awarded before Christmas. Copiles
of the rules will be distributed
to Berlin Central, New Lebanon
Central, and Averill Park High
Schools, and to the appropriate
middle and 2xrade schools. ;
Students in other schools may
get the 1list of rules by writing
to the Historical Society or by
calling Mrs. Bayba, 733-5017.
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PROGRAMS

This past sumrer we had some very
interesting prosrams, from the
June meeting when Mrs. Stevens
from Hoosick Falls talked about
the plans for the Aucust cele-
bration of the 200th anniversary
of the Battle of Bennington, to
the July talk on Shaker ironware
by Willian Senseney, a Lanesboro
blacksmith, and the well-attendedy
talk by Paul Sykes on the Historys
ef the Stephentown Volunteer *
Fire Dept. This"fall we have heard
Phil Lord speak on the clothins~ *
and equipment of the Revolutionary
War Soldier, and Robert F.W. *
Meader talk about Shaker Rcligiou§
Coneepts.

On Nov. (Thursday ), Donnld
Fisher, who runs the 0.K. Rock
Shop in Kinderhook, will talk
about "Rocks, Minernls, Fossils,
and the Art of Lapiday (cuttinz,
grindinz & polishing of stone)¥.

Art Dell Jr. of the Rensselger
Co. Antique Bottle Assoc. is

tentatively scheduled to speak
on Monday, Dec. 5. Bring any old#
bottles you have for hin to look #*
at and discuss. »
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' for programs foér us, now is your
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The Hlstorilcnl Soclety meetings
are always held at the Stephen-
town.Town Hall on Grange Hall Rd.#*
nt 8 pmn. They are usually sche- #*

d* %k %

- duled for the l1lst Monday of the #

month, but if there 1s a schedul-#*
inz problem, look for us on the *
first Tuesday or the second Thurs#
day. Meetings are always announcs
in advance in the Echo and other #
aren NCwWsSpnpers.
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We are looking for sormeone to
take over the programming for our¥®
meetings. Mrs. Goodhue will be *
~lad to help you get started. It ¥
really is not difficult and in- *
volves only a few hours each mnont
If you have some terrific ideas

chance to act on thent
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OCur HISTORICAL ALBUM has been a
great success. We are down to ouny,
last few books, so If you haven't ,
bought yours yet, zet it soon be- ,
fore they are all sold out. Thereg,
will be no second printing of this:
book. *

L
A new book will hopefully be pub- %
lished next year. If you have %
any photos, other than those al- #
ready in print, hang on to them *
and watch the Echo for our announc?
ment as to when we will be gqtheriﬁ
t hem tosether.
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TALVAC BAZAAR J. Sawin

On Augzust 6 the Historieal Societ:

participated in the activities

sponsored by the Taconic and Leb-

anon Valley Assoc, of Churches

by havinz a2 booth in the Flea
(cont.)
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Bazaar - cont. *
#*
Market at the grounds of Quick's #
Camera Hut on Rt. 20. May we ex-#
press our thanks to the Boy Scouts
of New Lebanon Troop 123 for the #*

use of thelr tarps for this event*

and also providing our shelter *
for the booth at the Flrenan's #%
Muster. This troop has taken a *

very active interest in town hls-#
tory by helping to clean up cem- #
eteries and by watching for and #
savinz books of interest to local¥*
history donnted to thelr paper *
drives. They recently donated a *
collection of early nedical ency-*
clopedilas to the Cansan Historica¥
Society; these were signed by one¥
of that town's early doctors. It¥
1s inmportont that historical so-
cleties recoanize and encourasze
such civic ninded activity of our
younger nembers and friends. The
future of our history lies in
thedr-handss,

Our booth made over $40 for the
day at the TALVAC Sale, which is
not bad eonsildering that many
lterms were left over from our
historical soclety booth at our
own flea narket in July. A few
new things were contributed,
ineluding sone hand-nade items.
The larzest number of sales by
far were in used books. Consider-
inz the s$iff conpetition in
colleetnables and hand-nade itenrs, 4
our profits for the day were cleaxn
and 1t was a2 worthwhille venture.
Had the wenther been better there s
12 no doubt that buslness fren
travelers would hve
increased, <t we were not un-
happy with tae day's gain, since
every little bit helps us pre-
serve a little more history.
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FIREMAN'S MUSTER (9/18) 8. Fox

The Stephentown Historical Sooioty
"Sweet Shoppe" was a popular and

#****************************************i*******************a**********#

profitable Booth at the Fireman' S,
Muster Sunday Sept. 18th. Many
thanks are due to all of our nen-
bers who cooked, sold, bought and
ate. Thanks to all of your efforﬁs
we cleared $64.07, and had a
pleasant afternoon in addition.
The runaway best sellers were
caniied apples and fudge, followe
closely by popcorn balls, naple
cnndy and peanut brittle. Straws
filled with flavored sugar were
also greatly 1n demnand. The fact
that they obviously were not
homemade did not seern to bother
our young customers a bit!

A littlé research has raised the

% & % % %k & % ¥ % % X ¥

‘question of the historical authens,

ticity of more than the sugar 3
filled straws! According to a 3
book by Caroline Plercy on Shaker
cooking, white sugar, selling at
$2.75 per pound, was considered so
valuable in the 18th century that
1t was kept under lock and key.
Snmall pleces were chipped off the %
loaf and held 1n the nmouth when «
drinking tea -- presurably to #
avold leaving any of the precious #
sweet in the bottor of the cup. *
It's unlikely that early Stephen- #
town children were able to satisfp
thelir eravings for a candy with =«
fudge ns did thelr descendants at
the Muster. . The gzoodies availablex
then were probably nmade with honeyps

naple syrup and nolasses. The *
Ingredients that do not seem to %
change with the years are sweet *
teeth! #*
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MUNICIPAL HISTORIANS MEETING *
¥*

The Historical Soclety was: invited®
to send a representative to the ¥
Annunl Meeting of the Municipal %
Historians Assoc. of NY State on #

Sept. 9%10. The Board of Trustees
elected to send Jacob Bakker. ‘'s

our representative. He reportsd *
that altho there were the usual *
number of SNAFU*s, the lectures :

(cont.)
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Historians' neeting - cont. : TOPO MAFS :
on Vital Statistics Records and : Topographical maps have Been pur-*
The Future of Historilc Preservas ki chased and distributed to some of *
tion were very interesting, as A the older Valley residents, in- ¥
was the tour of the State Museun % cluding some who hunted and -
at the Empire State Plaza (South i roaned the lands in their youth, *
Mall). BHe highly recormmends = % 80 that they can nmark places of *
visit to the rmseum as 1t 1s not , business, old cemeteries, hone- :
too far fron Stephentown. # ©Steads and other landmarks as .
% they renember them. The naps

Interesting tidblts: The Bureau , will becorme part of the HistorIng
of Vital Records reported a surge, Society's permanent collection. s
in the nunber of requests for * » : &
genealogical information fron % et e Ll gt
1500 in 1970 to 10,000 1last year!, "
And 20 years ago there were only ,  HVCC MINI COURSES %
2 or 3 hundred 1loeal historical : -
socleties in the st=té and now Among the comrunlty interest ol
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there are over 600. (Our own
historical society is just 4
years old now.)

Mr. Bakker brouzht hils copy of .
the Stephentown Historilcal Albun
and sold 1t at luncht We hope
he has since obtalined another
copy for hinself!
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Mrs. Judy Rowe of the Sand Lake
Historical Society has been
researchlina the Glass Works on
Glass Lake, and also the under-
ground railroad in thils area
durinsg the Civil War. There are
2 houses in Dunhanm Hollow that
have tunnels in them, and she
would like to know of any other
houses, barns or caves in the
area where runaway slaves were
hid. She would =2l1lsc like to knows
where the drivers of the sand 3*
wazones which carried sand to the #
zlass works (1805-1853) might have
stayed in their travels. If you *
have any infornation about either®
of the above toplcs, Mrs. Rowe =
would love to hear fronm you. You *
ray et in touch with her throush®
Gifford's Market in Glass Lake.
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courses being offered this fall
at Hudson Vﬂlley Cornunity College
are two deallng with the preser-
vation of old houses. Mini- courso
#1, "Country & Village Houses",
will meet Oct. 18&25; and Mini—
course #2, "Troy City Houses",
will meet Nov. 1&8. Both neet
fron 7:30-9:30 pn, and the fee
for each 1s only $10. For furthe
Information contact the Office

of Continuing Ed. at HVCC,

80 Vanderturgh Ave, Troy 12180,
or call the office at 283-0568.
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Mrs. Bayba recelved a letter and
pilctures fron Mr., John Papp from .
Schenectady. The letter reads: %
¥Dear Anna, :
While canmpinz in your very hiss
torical town I bought one of yours
Historical Albums. We then droves
around photosraphing the excitings
buildinss and hormes that were in
your book. I thouzht you nightt =«
enjoy having a copy of the pilc-
tures I took. Sincerely,
John Papp”

* ok ok k %k

He enclosed 20 lovely plctures
which have been placed in an albu#
and can be seen at the next . C %
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MEMBERSHIP

1977 has been a year of zrowth for the Stephentown Historiecal
Soclety. We have 17 new menmbers so far this year (1 new contritbuting
member) for a total of 87 adult (5 contributing) and 8 minor men-
bers. There are still some of you who have not yet paild your 1977
dues. Why not take a minute and send in the form below right nowt!
Dues are only $1 a year. If you are not sure whether or not you

have paid, cnll Mrs. Goodhue at 733-5598. If you have paid already,
why not tear off the form below and give it to a friend? New nenbers
are always welcorel

**************ﬁ**'lHi********i***#*****#*****************ﬁ**’******’*

Tot Stephentown Historical Society
P.0. Box 39, Stephentown NY 12168

Category Annual Dues
— Individudl Menber - Adult $1.00
— Individual Menber - Minor «50 -
e " (age 17- or. under)

— Contributing Menber 5.00

—_ Sustaining Member 15500

— Life Member $100.00, one time paynent
— Business or Organization $15.00

NAME ;

MAILING ADDRESS:
PHONE :






