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Since the beginning of  the S.H.-Q.
the dream has been to someday
have a museum. Today we are
closer than ever to achieving
that goa1. There is an act ive
commit tee, consist ing of  Betty
Feathers as Chairwoman, Bi l l
Jackson and Charlset ta Carpenterr
Betty I ' lcCIave as curator cares
for our large col  I  ect ion of  ar t i -
facts.

Over the years people in town have
given the Society numerous art ic les
which tel  I  the story of  I  i  fe in
ear l ier  days. Anyone who has not
searched thei  r  at t ic  or  oI  d t  runk
may f ind a t reasure of  yesteryear
to share wi th us.

The Museum Commit tee is explorrng
possibi l i t ies for  a s i te to house
our col lect ions.  I f  anyone has a
thought on a piece of  property in
town or a possible bui  ld ing for
our use, contact  a member of  the
commi t tee.

***

SUI{}TER TOUR OF CEURCEES

S.H.S. members and f  r iends wiI  I
spend Saturday af ternoon'  August
I0,  v is i t ing the f ive churches.
We wiI l  ta lk about i ts history '
i ts  unique features and of  couES€r
interest ing stor ies.

Exact t imesr cdrpool ing and
further informat ion wi l l  be
publ ished closer to the date.

TETS OLD EOUSE.. .

Fver worrder,  "How oId is,my
house" or "Who I ived here
before us"? The dranras of
everyday l i fe are,  ref lected
i  n ol  d maps, c leeds, r . : i  J  l  s ,
d iar iesr sketches and in-
ventor ies.  Pr ide and neglect
I  eave thei  r  marks on the body
of the oIC house i tsel f .

-sonret inres 
added sect ions and

cosmetic layers hioe i ts or ig-
nal  sty1e. Now the house has
become a mysteryt  ?.  puzzJer.
PEDIGREED HOUSES is a
Commit tee of  S. l { . .Q. set  up to
help you solve the puzzle.

I f  your house is one hundred p1 us
years '  p lan to at tend a July lst
meet ing in the Town Ha I  I  at
7:3 0 p.m. and part  ic ipate in
"TaI k ing Houses'  a dia l  ogue ca l -  cu-
lated to fascinate the Romant ic
Nostalgia Buffs or the Cur ious.
Maybe you can br ing a photo of
your house or that  of  a neighbor.

Further informat ionr phone
733-5r22.

DID YOU KNOrJ

That the f i rst  e lectr ic i ty in
town was instal led in 1923 at
the saw mi l l  in Garf ie ld owned
and operated by wi  I  I  iam Henry
Atwater?

That Nassau was formed from
Stephentownr Petersburghr drrd
Schodack in 1806 and or ig inal  Iy
cal  1 ed Phi  I  I  ipstowr-honed for
Phi  I  ip Van Rensse I  aer ?

ffi



STEPHENTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
EXECUTTVE BOARD 1985/1986

Off icers
President:  Syl  v ia Leibensperger
Vice President:  Edward Fox
Recording Secy: Betty Feathers
Corresponding Secy: Dick Lewis
Treasurer3 Rowland tv lcClave
Educat ional  Coordinator:  Victor Lewin

Trustees: Kay Hoffman, Kenneth
Knobl och, Howard Leibenspe rger r
In i  Pr ior ,  Donna Sidor.

Town Hi stor ian:  Anna Bayba
Ex Off ico

Commit tee Chai rpersons:
Cemeta ry /L i  v i  ng Grav estones :

Betty McClave
Histor ic Si te/Pedigreed Houses3

Ini  Pr ior
Museum: Betty Feathers,  Ch.

Betty t ' lcClaver Curator
Newslet ter :  Virgina Atwaterr
Dick Lewisr Susan SchuILz and
Laura Zwack.
Nominat ing:  Albert  Si lvernai  1
Refreshments:  Al ice Mather

***

The SEephentown Histor ical  Society
bras founded in 1973 and chartered
by the Regents of  the State of  New
York in 1977.

New members are always welcomed.

ToI l  gates were f ree i f  you
were on the way to Troy for
Jury duty.  2I  October L847,
as per George Holcomb.

***

STE PH ENTOWN
by Sadie Wi I  t  iams
5th Grade

Stephentown Elementary SchooI

Liv ing in Stephentown in 1985
is alot  of  fun.  I t  has three
stores and another one start-
€d, f ive churches, one post
of f icer on€ bar roomr one
funeral  home and a town
I ibrary.  I t  a l  so has one
special  school .  The school  is
special  because i t  has the
r ight  teachers.  I t  has s ix
grade teachers and an artr
gymr rnusic and l  ibrary teach-
er.

Where I  I  ive in Stephentownr
i t  is  very quiet .  I  I  ive on
George Hunt Road. One day vre
walked up way beyond our house
where we found a fami ly grave
yard f rom the late I700's to
the ear ly 1800ts.  There hrere
Justus Leonard who was 81t
Cather ine who was 81 and
anothe r  Cather ine who Yras 18.
We found where their  house
was. This summer we are going
camping up there.  I  th ink i t
wi l l  be fun.

Did you know that the oldest
house in Stephentown is on
Presbyter ian Hi  1 I  ? I t  nas
bui l t  by a man named Gordonr
later occupied by Dr.  Pardee

and then Bryan Kneeland. In
ear ly years,  i f  was spoken of
as the "Kneeland Placei .  I t
is  non owned and occupied by
Richard and Peg Pysar.

Act ive l . lember (Adul  t )
Act ive l t lember (Junior)
Contr ibut ing l , lember
Sustaining ! [ember
Li fe Member
(I  payment)

$ 2.00
$ 1.00
$ 5.00
$ 15.00
$r00.00

Dues are payable annual ly in Apr i l .
Treasurer:  Rowland l t lcClave

The Lai  r
East Nassaur NY L2062

Fleet ings are held at  the Town Hal l
on the f i rst  Monday evening of  each
month except Novemberr January and
February,  the winter monthsr when
no meet ings are scheduled. Read
The Echo for conplete informat ion.

***



TE EY RBII E }I BER WH EN. . ,

One can hardly imagine Stephentown
without a f i re department.  Hobr-
€V€rr pr ior  to March 1939 the
loca1 community had to depend on
i ts much appreciated neighbors
in Ber l in & Hancock for their
f i re protect ion.  One major f i re
permanent ly changed this arrange-
ment.  On a below zero night in
t tarch 1939 a f  i re broke out that
destroyed the l . tcCl intock Garage
& Chevrolet  dealership across
the street f rom the present post
of f ice and a complex of  near by
bui  Id ings.

According to Raymond Carpenterr
who shared these memoriesr th is
f i re set  the stage for an organ-
ized f i re f ight ing force. A
community census was taken and
this led to a referendum on a
ba I  1 of  that  passed.

With the budgeted $4 '  
0 00 a

Chevy Sanford Pumper Truck was
purchased and kept in service
unt i l  L979. Today i t  is
j  ea l  ous Iy gua rded in the L oca I
f i re stat ion.

In the ear ly days the insurance
Iaws l imi ted the members to 22.
I f  a member missed too many f i res
or meet ings he was dropped so
others cou Id j  o in.

Ray Carpenter paid t r ibute to Sykes
Store for  a l l  the donated paid hours
given to ernployees whi le they fought
f i res.  Six or seven men would leave
the store and be gone for hours or
even al l  day to f ight  a f i re.  This
tradi t ion is st i I l  carr ied oD.

The f i rst  f i re house was the garage
in back of  the present day post of f -
ice.  In 1945'  the f i re department
purchased the Vanderbi l t  House which
had a barn that was converted into a
two truck stat ion.  The hotel  i tsel  f
was converted into a f  i  rements hal  I .

Carpenter c la ims that the department
from i ts ear l iest  days has made many
a good tsave".

CONGRATULATIONS tO And reh'
and Stacy Stal l  f rom the

-qtephentown Histor ica I
Society.  The Stal ls purchased
the house on the corner of
Garf  ie ld F.oad and Presbyter i  an
Hit I  Road wbich was fornrer ly
owned by Douglas & Edi th
wi I  I  iamsr Andy's grandpa rents.
The Stal ls took tbe vacant
and neg I  ected st  ructu re and
made i t  a credi t  to the

community and their  grand-
parents.

The history of  th is landnrark
goes back to the ea r  I  y 18 00s.
Tradi t ion says Jeremiah Vary
(1807-I900) and his wi fe
El izabeth kept a store here.
When he died'  h is son Charles '
inher i ted the business.

Char I  es H. Va ry operated a
store in th is house around
1895 and probably a f  ew years
ear l . ier .  This store al-sor
housed a post of f ice when Vary
was appointed post master June
12, 1889.

c.  H. Vary *u]  ied Lucret ia
Sherman and they ran the store
unt i  I  he ,q3ssed on. Upon h is
deathr their  daughter Rose
Vary Lapp and her husband
Henry cont inued the business
unt i l  the middle 1920fs.  The
bui ld ing remained vacant and
in 1930 the Lapps rented i t  to
Orson and Minnie Patterson
HoIt .  For the next few years
i t  was rented to Dor is Ha1 I .
The Lapprs sold the house to
Doug I  as and Ed i th Wi I  I  iams.

In recent months the property
has been sold to Mr.  and Mrs.
Richard Nobman who cont inue to
improve the property.

***

Did you know that Prat tsvi l ler
Green Co.7 NY was named for
the Honorable Zadock Prat t r  d
nat ive of  Stephentown? He nas
a member of  Congress f romGreen Co.

from 1837-39 and IB43-I845.



On Stephentown 1917 tax l is t  the
Second Field HosPitaI  Farmr Inc.
(exernpt)  was I  i  s ted as hav ing
360 acres 1 value $5'500. This
was in h-WI.  f  n a 1983 interv iew
Mir.  A. I  Si lvernai l  remembers he hear-
ing of  th is cal led the Soldierrs
Farm on East F.oad.

***

We wish to extend our sYmPathY to
the fani  ly  of  RalPh Barret t .  RaIPh
and Hazel  Barret t  have been fai th-
fu l  members of  the Histor ical  Society
and have donated many art ic les to the
future museum. One i tem in part icular
is a diary wr i t ten by F-alpt 's grand-
father r i iher A. Green (1884-I920)
whi le he vras a hosPital  steward
Curing the Civ i I  War.

***

For Histor ical  publ  icat ions,
send order and check to

-qylv ia Leibensperger,  West Rd.
Stephentown'  NY 12168.

Bicentennial  Album $ 6.00
Album I  $ 4.00
Stephen van Rensselaer $ 12.00

Please add $1.00 for mai l ing
costs.  The two albuns may be

purchased local ly at  Cross-
roads General  Storer Davers
l . larket  or  Sykes Store.

***

We hope you enjoyed reading
this,  our f i rst  neYrslet ter .
I f  sor teI1 us and we wi l l  do
another for  the faI1.  Ginnyt
Dickr Susan and Laura.

(-,
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