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WHAT IS A CEMETERY?

Webster says a cemetery is a s leeping
placer a bur ia l  groundr d graveyard.
We now know a cemetery is also a place
where one may walk and meditate wi th
the memories of  loved ones in the
myster ious t ranqui l i ty
surroundings.

of the

Emigrat ing fami l ies brought their
customs and symbols to perpetuate the
memory of  the deceased. Thus r  bur ia l  s
in th is country l rere s imi lar  to those
of .  the nat ive country.

A vis i t  to one of  our 69 cemeLeries is
also a lesson in American folk art .
Examine the markers and f ind the
di  f ferences in the stone carver I  s art .
There were i t  inerant r  as wel l  as local
carvers.  Work was done with pr ider ds
i t  was considered good advert is iDg.
Sometimes the town or or ig in was
included. (Stephentown has 23 signed
gravestones naming I5 art isans )  .  I ' lany
fami l ies were unable to af ford the
$10-$25 charge for a carved stone.
Marble was al  so used for markers and
in the late 19th century grani ter
for tunatelyr  became the popular stone.
Acid rain has done more damage to
marble in the last  30 years than in
the past 2OO years.  One of  the most
unusual  gravestones is made of  whi te
bronze (z inc) and is impervious to
ac id rain r  1 ichens r  or  moss.

Of t 'he 4,557 gravestones rn
Stephentown cemeter iesr only one
stoD€r dated 1824, uses Lat in.  Our
oldest legible markers are s1ate.  One
is dated Jenuary 6tL786 ( . fanuary),
another dated 1782. A third ston€ r
dated 177O, has exquis i te border
carvings on both head and foot stones.
(  cont I  d.  on page 3 )

HISTORY MAKER

I t  has been sa id r  "  some people watc
i t  happenl  others make i t  happen an
st i  l1 others bronder what ha
happened".  Rowland t ' lcClave Jr.  f  i t
easi ly into the second category.  H
has been making i t  happen for ove
twenty-f ive years in Stephentown
Somewhere behind the scene of  mos
major community events,  he has bee
invoLved.

"Shar ing" is the best word to descr ib
Row1and. He doe sn I  t  know how to sa
trnorr  when asked to serve or render
favor.  His t ime is your t ime i f  yo
need him. His car and house hav
served the community in many ways. H
and hi  s wi  fe ,  Bet ty r  have deve lope
and ma intained an arboret  um that i
open to the publ ic.  (  A smaLl s ig
marks the beginning of  the quarte
mi le path just  east  of  their  house)
(cont 'd.  on page 2)

The way it was
On 26 August 1791 whit ing Sweet ing wa
hung by the neck unt i l  deadr i
Stephentownr New York.  His execut io
took place because he commit ted th
f i rst  murder of  a Iaw enforcemen
off icer in th is country.

***

Dunham HoI low is so named for I  sa a
Dunhamr who sett led in th is hamle
around 1798. He bui l t  a hotel  an
also ran a saw mi l I .
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(History Maker cont 'd f rom page f  )

He has served as t reasurer in many locaL
organizat ions that include the Fire
Distr ict  r  the Fire Department r  and the
Histor ical  Society.  He also served as
treasurer and a member of  the
Bicentennial  Commit tee and for 3O years
RowLand has been a Rotar ian and a Past
Master and Past Grand Off icer in the
Masons.

A l i fe-member of  the Green Mountain
Clubr Rowl-and has hiked a good part  of
the Green Mountain,  AppalachidDr and
Long Trai ls.  His longt ime interest  in
orni thology resul ted in his membership
in the Alan Devoe Bird CIub. His
knowledge and interest  in nature is
shared as a Commit teeman with the Boy
Scouts.  A hobby in rai l roads has led him
to col lect  memorabi l ia,  especial ly
Lanterns.  At  special  community events
Rowland is noted for wear ing his
Scott ish k i l t ,  but  on every day
occasions he is recognized by hi  s Greek
f ishing hat.

When Rowland was asked what he thought
of  Stephentowrl  r  h is response was "  the
outside wor ld is just  beginning to f ind
out what I  have known al  I  the t  ime--
i t ts a great place to l ive!"  He feels
the biggest job the town has novt is
control l  ing i ts growth and strengthening
i ts educat ional  system.

RowLand and Betty celebrated their  50th
wedding anniversary th is summerr dnd
vis i ted their  50th state--Hawai i  th is
fal I .



EASTFIELD VIt tAGE

The tr ip that  20 of  our members took
to Eastf ie ld Vi l lage bras a del ight .
We u/ere met at  the parking lot  by our
host Don Carpent ier  r  a young man o f
many talents.

As ure came up the path ure sabr numerous
bui ld ings r  but  dominaDt r  nas a large
Greek revival  church which looked as
i  f  i  t  had always been t  here .

Thfs Universal ist  church hras moved
board by board f rom i ts ' -oEig inal '  s i t .e
i  n Duanesburg .  The s i  de s rrre re pu t
together on the ground and a crew of
30 to 40 vol  unteers pushed them into
place. Parts of  the curved windows r
which were missing or brokenr had been
replaced by making new frames in the
Woodworking Shop. These f  rames urere
bent into shape by steamiDg. The
arched cei l ing uras reinforced with
metal  lath and is now being plastered.
I t  wi l l  be painted a pale blue to
match the sample of  painted plaster
that was saved at  the t ime t  he churc h
was dismant led.

Another outstanding bui ld ing is a
Iarge Inn and Tavern that has been
under reconstruct ion s ince I978. I t
bras moved in pieces from Hoosick
Fal Is.  About 16 smal ler  bui ld ings
erere moved intact  and put on f i rmer
foundat ions.  A pr int  shop has old but
$rorkable presses. A metal  shop
provides t inware for untensi ls.
Forging of  i ron parts is done in the
Blacksmith Shop. A tavern has been
bui l t  of  oId t imbers so i t  has the
look of  the 1800 |  s.  Cooking'  is  done
in t t ; "  br ick f i replace and oven at  the
end of  the dining area which was
ent i re ly bui l t  by Carpent ier .

Don Carpent ier  started the venture in
L977 of fer ing c lasses in t imber
framing and ash spl  int  ba ske t ,  Ey.  The
courses have expanded to include a
wide range of  preservat ion ski l ls  f rom
stone masonry to making moldings and
tr im. I  t  is  basical  Iy a laboratory
for students interested in var ious
aspects of  preservat ion.  The vi l lage
is a museum. We were very grateful
for  th is opportuni ty to see history
be ing preserved so
Stephentown.

(  Cemetery t  cont 'd f rom page f  )
Eiptaphs were very popular in the
ear ly Igth centuryr most of  Bibl ical
quotat ions.  l {e have a f ine example of
a table tombstone in one of  our
cemeter ies.  I ts or ig inal  intent (used
in the "oId country" by weal thy
fami l ies) was to carry on the
char i t ies of  the deceased by leaving
dishes of  food for the poor on i t .

Wandering in a graveyardr !ou t ru ly
feel  the past.  You wiI l  not ice that
many deaths occurred in 1813 due to
the smal l  pox epidemic;  t  ha t  a fami 1 y
group may have di  f ferent spe f  1 i  ng s of
the surname; that  the stone carvers
made errors and omissions ( leaving out
an ' in in a name and insert ing i t
above the proper place or at  the end
of a l ine);  when running out of  spdc€;
they placed the remaining let ters
above the last  word.

A renewed interest  in searching for
our ancestors has resul ted in more
people v is i t , ing cemeter ies (  than ever
before).  I t  is  the hope of  the
Stephentown Histor ical  Society that
th is art ic le has given a ne$t meaning
and understanding of  these cemeter ies.

FOR GIFT GIVING

Bicentennial  Albumn $ 6.00
Ref lect ions $ 10. O0
( stephen Van Rensselaer )
Albumn I  I  4.00
Bicentennial  Plate $ 4.  O0

Phone 733-57L6 or 733-5235

EXECUTIVE BOARD 1986
Off icers:
President:  Sylv ia Leibensperger
Vice President:  Edward Fox
Recording Secy: Betty Feathers
Corresponding Secy: Dick Lewis
Treasurer:  Rowland McCIave

Editors:  Virgina Atwater r
Dick Lewisr & taura Zwackclose to



ARE YOU A UE}IBER OF THE
STEPHENTOWN HISTORICAL
SOCI ETY ?

JOIN UP TODAY t
|  87- I  88 Membership
are as f  o l  l  obrs :

Categor ies and Dues

Indiv idual  Flember $ 3.00
Contr  ibut  ing Member $ 15 .00
Businessr/Organizat ion $ 25.00
L i  fe Member $ lO0.0O

Dues wi l l  be payable annual  Iy each
January.  Send check and coupon to
Bi l t  ZimmeErndn; t r lembership Chairmdr r
RFDr East Nassaur NY L2O62.

Name(s)

Addre s s

Check enclosed

t ' leet  ings are held at  the Town
the f i rst  Monday evening
month.  Read The Echo for
i  n format ion .

CONGRATUIATIONS.. . to l r l r .  & Mrs.
Dennis Eady of  Manhattan who have
recent ly purchased Stephentown I  s
ear l iest  and most elegant landmarkr
the Shumway House. ! lembers of  the
Stephentown Histor ical  Society have
had the pleasure of  meet ing the nerr
onners and were pleased to hear of
their  p lans for renovat ion.

Two hundred ten years ago, in L776, a
father brought,  h is crew of  norkmen to
Stephentown and bui l  t  a large frame
house near his son and grandchi ld.
One can only speculate what mot ivated
the f i f ty-one year old man to set  up
such a grand house in those ear ly
days. Asa Douglas r i ras of  Scotrs
descent.  Captain Wi l l  iam Douglas r  h is
son r  had constructed hi  s o$rn log cabin
just  a year ear l  ier . They are
referred to as the Shumway House (asa)
and the Cogan House (  Wi f  I  iam ) .
Descr ipt ion and photo can be found in
the L977 and L979 Stephentown
Histor ical  AIbums t  vhich are st i l t
avai lable.
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