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EARLY DAYS OF THE POST OFFICE SERVICES

The ear ly days of  the Uni ted States
Post Off ice were great ly inf luenced by
the pol i t ics of  the dayr dccording to
those "old-t imers" who ought to know.
Stephentown l ike other smal l  towns had
their  post  of f ices and their
management changed near ly as of ten as
the pol i t ical  party in po$rer.

In the ear ly days postal  services were
provided mainly f rom local  stat ions
that nere in stores or homes.
Freder ick N. Brownr s Store and Gas
Stat ion in Stephentown was a c lassic
example.  Other stat ions srere in
Wyomanockr Garf ieId,  Stephentown
Centerr  West Stephentowhr North
Stephentown r  South Stephentown r  and
North Stephentown Depot.

The f i rst  mai l  carr ier  $ras Wi l I is
Goodermote.  El izabeth Deveneau of
Garf ie ld Roadr who was marr ied to Mr.
Goodermoter bel ieves he started with
his horse and carr iage del iver ies in
the ear ly L929's.  He later lef t  h is
job and Wil l  i  am Sweet l ras appointed.
He served for 27 years.  Eugene'
Vosburg was a subst i tub carr ier  for
Mr.  Sweet.  Mr.  Sweet began his mai l .
route wi th a horse and wagon and a
cutter (s le igh) in the winter.  I t  is
reported that whi le in his cut ter  on
the East Road he was hi t  by a gust of
wind that blew the cutter of f  the road
and the mai l  b lew into the f ie ld.
Just  before ret i rementr  Mr.  Sweet died
and t{ i t l iam Hicks hras appointed and
served r ight  up f t i l  th is past summer
for.a total  of  38-L/2 years.  ! t r .
Hicks started his route t ravels in

1987

1949 with a Model A Ford.  He we I  I
recal ls the ear ly spr ing muds r
especial ly on the East Road.

The Star Route that,  takes the mai l  by
contract  f ron Stephentown to West
Stephentown $ras f i rst  done by
El i  zabeth (Goodermote )  Deveneau for 22
years.  Clark hlemple had t  he con t  rac t
for  a whi le and then EIIa Fl  anns.
Since EI lafs deathr her husband Joseph
l ' lanns has had the contract .

Wi l l iam Hicks recal ls how the mai l
or ig inal ly came into town by the
RuLland Rai l road. After the rai l road
shut down r  the mai l  was bussed in f  rorn
Atbany by the Highway Post Of f ice
(Hpo).  The HPo was simi lar  to a large
Greyhound Bus with a dr iver and sorter
on board.  I f  a person mai led a let ter
in Stephentown in the morning, the
let ter  would be del  ivered in Cher ry
Plain,  Ber l in or Petersburg that
a f ternoon.

One thing that made the ear ly routes
much shorter than today $rere the
End-Road Boxes. On such roads as
Wyomanock Road and Goodrich Hol Iow
Roadr al l  the boxes for the houses
stere at  the end of  the road.

Mr.  Hicks l ikes to recal l  how the Post
Off ice was located in the Freder ick N.
Brown Grocery Store where the present
Post Off ice is located. Hicks said
that when i t  r . ras st i l l  a stoE€ r  one
could buy gas therer get the mai l r  and
do some shopping in the area at  t  he
end of  the bui  ld ing where the Brown
Insurance Agency is now located. In
the winter there nere-hot radiators in
the middle of  the st ,ore.

The way Mr.  Hicks sums up his feel ings
is that  in the ear ly days there l ras a
personal  touch. Today he says i t  is
al l  automat ion and paper work.  He
quest ions i f  i t  is  real ly progress.



WHAT DOWNTOWN WAS LIKE THEN

Among the ear ly fami l ies of  what we
nohr know as Stephentownr eras that of
Samuel and Hannah Vary.  From exist ing
recordsr we know they came from
England to t ,he Beekman Patent in
Duchess County,  New York.  They Ie f t
there around L769 t  set t l ing in th is
area near the Kinderhook Creek.

Presunably unahrare t  hat  t  he l  and had
been surveyed and Ieased under the
Patroon System of the Van Rensselaersr
they exercised "squatters r ights "  and
bui l t  a house. By L774, a temporary
lease was obtained for Lot 34 and hal f
of  Lot  33 and the present home of
Richard and El len Lewisr rdas bui l t  to
house the growing fami ly.  Sons
Richardr Samuel Jr .  r  Nathan and Simeon
were fol lowed by t  hree .  more boys and
two daughters.  (Records do not agree
on the names of  these chi ldren. )

Since Samuel held a Commission in the
Bri t ish Army, he uras detained br ief ly
in Albany as a "Tory SympathLzer".
Evidence of  bonds which secured h i  s
release are in the possession of
heirs.

Having l ived on the land for L7 1r€dESl
i  t  became possible to obtain a fu I  I
lease when Stephen Van Rensselaer
became of age in 1786. First  the
temporary lease was sold to the
PaLroon for 5 shi l l ings.  The f inal
agreement st ipulated "a year ly rent of
L4 bushelsr  3 pecks and I  guart  of
goodr c le€rDr merchantable winter
wheat " .  As tenants r  the Varys l rere
not permit ted to huntr  f ishr nine or
cut lumber wi thout permission.

Records show that Samue I  served as
Town Supervisor f rom 1795 to L797 .  He
died in 1807 at  age 67. His wi fer
Hannahr died in L824 at  a.ge 8I .
( fneir  stones can be found in the
Garf ie ld Cemetery.  )  Family members
had marr ied and scattered except for
Nathan who moved to West Stephentown
and Simeon who nas deeded the lease to
the homestead.

The fol lowing informat ion and the maP
were taken from the publ icat ion "The
Old Colonialr  A Dream Come True"
wri t ten by Rev. Ernest Smith of  New
Lebdnon r  ohtner of  the big house. A
copy of  th is publ icat ion maY be
borrowed from the
Histor ical  Society.

Stephentown

Old Surveyers t ' [ap not drawn t  o s c a 1e .
The road running east and west Past
the Vary house had not been bui l t .
Later i t  nas constructed as a wagon
path and cal led the Eastern Union
Turnpike I  and st i l l  later i  t  would be
cal led Route 43. Running north and
south $ras a road ov.er Presbyter ian
H i  l I .  I t  came from New Lebanon and
was an extension of  West Street .  I  t
extended north past the VoIPe's
residence and past the Southardrs
residence and Past the VarY I  s
residence about 300 feet to the east
of  the OId Colonial .  f  t  is  now
discont inued. The Vary farm took in
most of  what is today the Stephentown
business center.  fn those days i t  htas
a 11 heav i  Iy r . tooded and t  he bus i  ne s s
was at  Stephentown FIats r  known as
Garf ie ld.



ARE YOU A TTIEUBER OF
-HISTORICAT SOCIETY?

THE STEPHENTOT{N

i 'OIN UP TODAT T
I 87- I  88 Membership Categor ies and Dues
are as f  o l  lohrs :

Indiv idual  l , lember $ 3.00,
Contr ibut ing Dlember $ I5 .00
Businessr/Organizat ion $ 25.00
Li fe Member $ 100.00

Dues wi l l  be payable annual ly each
January.  Checks payable to S.H.S.,  c/o
Sylv ia LeibenspeEg€t;  Box 313; West
Rd. r  Stephentownl N.Y. t  L2168.

I ' teet ings are held at  the Town Hal l  on
t  he f i  rst  l r londay even i  ng o f  e a c h
month.  Read The Echo and watch
bul let  in boards for up-to-date
i  n format i  on .

TRIVIA QVTZ FOR KIDS AND NEWCO}IERS

How did Stephentown get i ts name?
(rn L784, Stephentown nas 'named in
honor of  the Patroonr Stephen Van
Rensselaerr  I I I .  )

What was the name of the rai l road that
ran through Stephentown?
(The Rut land Rai l road Company. )

Name some important local  industr ies
in Stephentown dur ing i ts ear ly days.
(oairy farming r mi l ls
manufactur ing r  sdwing wood
gr inding grain gr istmi l lsr
charcoal  making. )

What is the oldest church in
S t  ephen town ?
(fne Free Wil l  Bapt ist  Churchr serving
i ts congregat ion s ince September 13 r
1783. )

Answers and lots more can be found in
the Bicentennial  Album and Album I
of fered for sale by the Histor ical
Soc i  e ty.

This old
hous e -

Serenely set t led on a hi t l top on the
north s ide of  Rte 43 t  west of  Stone
Bridger th is is the most recent ly
added new "old house'  to StephentownIs
growing number. .  Al len Br i l l  r  a long
t ime r i reekend residentr  has done a
tasteful  job of  restorat ion and
rehabi l i tat ion.  He has preserved the
herr ingbone wood pattern on the dining
room wal l  and cei l ing and changed i t ,
into a br ight  and cheery country
ki tchen. He I  s also made a v i r tue out
of  necessi ty 1 temoving the old hung
chiDrelr  replacing i t  wi th a cupola
att  ic  vent and thus saving the roo f
l ine on the dining wing of  the house.

Judging from construct ion methods and
mater ia lsr  the dining wing was bui l t
by Fi  sher Green around I  900. Gre e n
was Grandfather to RaIph Barret t r  f rom
whose widobrr  Hazel  Barret t r  Br i I l
purchased the farm. The dining wingr
used as the famify dining room, wi th a
later extension was used as a general
store.  Later st i l l  a post of f ice was
included in the store.

An 1886 deed shows that Green bought
from $i la l ter  Church the r ight  to rents
and aI l  other interests held by
Churchr thus giv ing Green clear t i t le
to the property.  Lessees had the
r ight  to sel l  the leasehold paying
back to the obrner a share of  the
proceedsr wi th the neht.  lessee
cont inuing to pay rent.  The deed
indicates that Joseph Maxson gtas a
previous holder of  the property and
other old records indicate that  [ ' laxson
rdas in possession as ear ly,  as L784.

Who bui l t  tne or ig inal  house? Was
there another lessee between [ ' laxson
and Green? A search of  the Van
Rensselaer or Church papers may tel l
the answer.  Each remains a search for
another t ime,
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RESEARCH UPDATE

Descendents of  former Stephentown
residents who l ive across the country
are seeking al l  k inds of  in format ion .
Many want to know the locat ion of  o1d
homes. I  t  has been di  f f icul t  to p i  n
point  the exact locat ion unt i  I
recent ly.  The Histor ical  Soc iety nobt
has copies of  most of  the Van
Rensselaer papers.  These papers
include surveys and remarks which make
i t  possible to conclude whether t  he
fami ly l ived in what is nobt Stephd$o$tn
proper or in one of  the areas which
broke a$ray to f  orm a new town.

.  .  .  d id you knort .  .  .

Deacon Isaac Newton was or ig inal ly
bur ied in the Farr ington Cemetery
(t totel  Road) and Iat€Er to get him
away from the Hotel  and f  iquor r  wds
re- interred in the
Ceme tery.

St ephentown

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Off icers:

r  987

President:  Jane Dwyer
Vice President :  In i  Pr ior
Recording Secy: Linda Holder
Corresponding Secy: Dick Lewis
Treasurer:  El len Lewis

Editors:  Virginia Atwater r---5 ' ick lewis,  & Laura zwack

FOR GIFT GIVING

Bicentennial  Album $ 6.00
Ref lect  ions $ l0 .00
(Stephen Van Rensselaer)
Album I  $ 4.00
Bicentennial  Plate $ 4.00

Phone 733-5061 or 733-5235
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