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THE. CHURCH IS OURS !
On Wednesday, May 1I  the c losing and
transfer of  deed took place in Henry
Zwackrs of f ice.  The oId t ' lethodist
Church can now be made ready to house
our col lect ions.
Henry has worked long and hard at .
handl ing the compl icated negot iat ions.
Now the dream of having such a place
has f inal ly come true.
Now the chal lenge of  prepar ing i t  as
an exhibiE area whi le maintaining t ,he
integr i ty of  i ts  h istor ic background
as a church. We wi l l  need to launch a
fund dr ive to br ing in enough monies
to accompl ish th i ,s.  The kick-of f  for
th is fund dr ive wi l l  be on Old
Sett lers Dayr Saturdayr July 30th.
Some scrubbing r  pa int  ing and carpent:y
can be done by volunteers and we wi l l
be looking for your help wi th th is.
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OLD SETTLERS DAy-Remember the oId
fashioned games and contests dur ing
the Bicentennial  when everyone had
fun? Some of these events wi l l  be
repeated dur ing Old Sett lers Day July
30th.  There wi l l  be Log SLr ing
contestsr  a tug of  warr  dnd races and
relays for  young and old.  This wi l l
?]1 take place ar the old Merhodist
Church. Rain date is Sunday t  Juty
31st .

IAST MINUTE NEWS ON THE S. H. S.
1989 CALENDAR DUE OUT THIS SUMMER
Thanks to the support  of  S.H.S.
members;  who have prepaid for  the l9B9
caLendersr 50t of  our calendar
pr int ing costs have been met.  We hope
to have 1008 paid of f  by del ivery i t
the end of  June. We are very pleised
to see local  organi  zat ions r  l i t  e the
Stephentown Element,ary Schoo1, Liberty
Realty and the New Lebanon Women's
Club contr ibut ing to our ef for ts.
A note about our art ist ic contr ibutors
to the calendar:
Wi lL iam D. Jacksonr Stephentown
residentr  is  act ive in our 

" t rmunityrsculptor l  design.er and Chairman of  the
Arts Div is ion at  Simons Rock of  Barc
ColIege.
David J.  Jacobs r  E€sident of
Stephentowrlr  was managing edi tor  of
the Long Is land press and is €
journal ist  featured for many years i r
the Berkshire Eagle.
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Everyone eounts
The US Federal  Census

Census means assessment.  The f i rst
known census vtas made by David r  Xing
of Israel  and enumerated al I  Jewish
males over 19 and al t  cat t le.  Wit l iam
the Conqueror r  in I  I81 ,  had a census
made in England I ist ing al l  heads of
estatesr vassalsr  etc.r  and i t  became
known as the Doomsday Book. In 1718,
Peter the Great had a census made of
Russian landed gentry giv ing l is t ings
of populat ion r  occupat ions and ser fs.
I t  is  therefore obvious that the
or ig inal  data was col lected for the
purpose of  conscr ipt  ion and taxat ion.
The f i rst  ta l ly  of  the populat ion in
this country was in I79O and was done
for the purpose of  enumerat ing the
popuLat ion of  each state in order to

i '  ' ' .e f*of l€r  apport ionment for
representat ion in Congress. I t  gave
the head of  t ,he householdts hdm€r the
numbe r  /  sex and age of  household groups
and the number of  s l 'aves b: : t  added no
names to those lat t .er  stat ist ics.
As ear ly as l80Or scient i f ic  societ ies
requested addi t ional  informet ion.
This was acir ieved in the seventh
census ( f450) when the format was
radical ly changed. I t  apport ioned a
separate Line for each indiv idual  and
is considered the beginning of
scient i f ic  census taking.
The Stephentown Histor ical  Society has
just  added the 1850 census to i ts
Liv ing Gravestones. The informat ion
is fascinat ing and we bel ieve i t
shouLd be shared with You.
We had 2,5O4 residents which included

"7 free Black People and I  b l ind man. "
t ' lany t imes the place of  b i r th was
omit ted so i t  is  assumed the Person
was born in New York State.  TheY are
not included in the fo l lowing account -
States of  b i r th were:  Connect icut  -L4,
Flor idd-4 r Maryland-1,
Massachusetts-109r t ' l ichigan-1 r  New

Jersey-1,

Since t ,he founding of  the townr the
needs of  our c i t izens have been met
through their  own resoures.  The
occupat ions of  men over 20 urere I is ted
in t ,h is 1850 census. The major i ty
$rere farmers and were not l is ted i ;
the ta11y. Agent- l  r  Basket maker-6 r
Blacksmith-6 r BottLe makeE-1 r
Butcher-1r Carpenter-9r Joiner-5,
Carr iage maket-2t  Chairmaker- l r
Clergyman-4, Clerk-1r Col l ier- l l r
Constable-1r Cooper-2t  Drover-3,
Dyer- I  r  Grocerykeeper.- I  r
Joiner-planer- I  r  Labo ret-A t
l r lerchant-11r Mi l  ler-3 r  Mi l  lwr ight- I  ,
Peddler-5t  physic ian-3r SchooL
teacher-3r Shingle maker-Lr Shoe
maker-7 r  Stage dr iver- l  r  Stage
Propr ietor- I  r  Stone mason-3 r  Student
(1aw)-1, Student (medicine)-2,
Tai lor-2r Tanner- I ,  Teamster-3r
Tradir ig-- ,  iyag.t  . . .dke l ,  Weaver- I t
Wood sauryer-3.  The names of  the me n
part ic ipat ing in the above trades are
l isted in the census f i le.
I f  fur ther informat ion on ear ly
fami l ies is neededr phone Bett .y
l" lcClave r  518-7 33- 5064.

Hampsh i  re-8 r
Pennsylvania-3r
Vermont-23. Co

New
Rhode IsIand-51
untr ies <t f  b i r t
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represented were: Canada-I4 r
England-16, Germany-7 t  I re land-56 t
Sc of  1 and-4 .
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IS THERE A DOCTOR IN THE HOUSE?

Dr. Calv in Pardee, born I757 in
Sharon r  Connect icutr  was a surgeon
with Lt .  CoI.  Ni lesr regiment of  the
RensseLaer mi l i t ia.  He pract iced
br ief ly in Lebanon Spr ings unt i l  he
marr ied Rachel  Johnson from Amenia,
N.Y. in 1778. He began to bui ld on
Presbyter ian Hi I l  Road diagonal ly
across f rom Zema I  s nursery.
The good doctor was al  I  of  23 at  the
t i  me and musl  have pract iced medicine
sL 2t

malpract ice sui ts.  The house in which
he l ived from 1780 unt i l  h is death in
L795 is a sal t  box that retained i ts
archiCectural  integr i ty external ly a
grea.t  deal  more than on the inside.
The bui  ld ing's post and beam
construct , ionr i ts central  chimney
locat ion wi th beehive bread oven and
low cei l ings are the only direct
reminders of  i ts  ear ly past.
After L2 chi ldren in her L7 years of
marr iagel  Rachel  Pardee survived her
husband by 54 years and died in
Hancock, Ma. in 1847.
Ar iovistusr oldest of  the Pardee
chi ldren r  was town clerk unt i  I  I823.
Subscr ib ing for repairs on the
Presbyter ian meet ing hous€rdnd a new
stov€r payment for  Reverend John
Hendricks and other c iv ic deeds must
has elevated hirn considerably in
Stephentownrs society.  He lef t  town
with his wi fe and f ive daughters for
Ypsi lant i  rDl I  .  in I832.
Apol losr Edwin and John RolIo bought
the house from Ario Pardee in 1833 for
$1r922.62. I t  is  assumed the 62 cents
were leqal '  fees for  the Rol lo

brotheEsr thatrs less than 22 cents
for each. Apol  Ios was Elder of  t  he
Presbyter ian church for 31 years;
therefore his somewhat autocrat ic
epi taph: "Let the elders that  ru le
welL be counted worth of  double
honour t t  .
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The RoI : -2-  h^rF we :  'Ermers;  Edwin
with 390 acres thau suppl ied the
Pit tsf ie ld market wi th beef rpork and
mutton around Civi l  War t imes. John
was a Ci  v i  I  War vet€rdr l  r  who
re-enL isted for a second hi  tch in
I866.
I f  we consider that  in 1873 John RoLlo
sold the property for  $2,500 which his
brothers had bought for  $1r922.62
forty years previouslyr  the economy
was certainly far  f rom inf lat ionary.
The buyer was Bernard and Mary NeaLonr
farm people f rom IreLand. After I7
years they sold the house for an
und i  sc I  osed pr i  ce to t  he i  r  younger son
Mauricer also a farmer.  r t  is  odd
that the "poul t ry house' ,  (chicken
coop) was worth recording as bui  l t  in
I92I and the much Larger and older
barn was never ment ioned in the
property I  s history.
In 1940 I ' laur ice NeaIon sold out to
Wil I iam Webb who passed the property
on to Kathleen Ftebb SmaII  and Cynthia
Webb Hast ie (  probably Wi l l  iam Webb's
daughters) but wi th a granted l i fe
estate to his wi fe Grace. Records
don I  t  show whet,her ei ther of  Webb's
daughters l ived in the house; but i t
is  not  unreasonable to assume that the
house was sold to Joseph and Angel  ina
Pizzuto in 1958 af ter  the death of
Grace Webb. TweIve years later the
house Lras passed on to John and Ruth
Dietr ich wi th 60 acres.



I t  has been said that  t ,he house had
badly deter iorat ,ed.  The Dietr ichs set
about to restore i t .  Rest,orat ion
included al l  new internal  wal lst
f loorsr windowsr staircase, bathroomsr
plumbing and an ent i re ly nehr br ick
facing around three sides of  the
central ' f i replace. I t  $ras al I  done
qui te wel l  but  Ief t  I i t t le of  once
was. John Dietr ich sold t  he property
to Richard and Margaret  Pysar in L977.
The Pysars I  howeV€F r  prefer i  ng new to
oldr bui l t  in Cherry PIain and sold
the Presbyter ian Hi l l  property to
KIaus and Ani t , ta Burgr the tenth
own€r1 in 1986.

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE STEPHENTOWN
HISTORICAL SOCIETY?

JOIN TODAY !

'  87- '  88 t ' lembership Categor ies and Dues
a,re as fo l lows:

Indiv idual  Member $ 3.00
Contr ibut ing Member $ I5.OO
Business/Organizat ion $ 25.O0
Life l , lember $ IO0.0O

Dues wi l l  be payable annual ly each
January.  Checks payable to S. H. S. r  c/  o
SyIvia Leibensberger 

'  
Box 313 r  West

Rd.r  Stephentownr N.Y.r  I2168.

Meet ings are held at  the Town HalI  on
the f i rst ,  Monday evening of  each
month.  Read The Echo and watch
bul let in boards for up-to-date
i  n format i  on .

From our Program Commit tee
fol lowing are tentat ive events:
Researching an Old 'Hous€ r  Gravestone
Epitaphs, LocaI History Tourr  OId
Clocksr & History of  Trol leys in the
D' l  1", '^ny/" fOy area.
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