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LOCAL SOLDIER WRITES FROM BATTLEPIELD

Rebeldom Sept 3rd 1862

Dear Wi fe
I  suppose that you would I  i  ke to hear
where I  am by this t ime. Wd are at
Mart , insburgh Virginia r ight  in the
heart  of  Secession. i t ,  is  sunr ise the
boys are around the camp f  i res a
warrning t ,hemselves. iE begins t ,o Iook
I ike Soldier Li fe.  we had a good bed
last  n ight,  t ,he ground for a bed and
t,he heavens for a cover.  we are
l iable to have a batt le at  any moment
t .he Guerr i l las are al l  around us.
Their  is  a regiment.  of  Infantry and
Cavalry and f  ly ing Art  i l lery st ,at ioned
here they have goE marchi  ng orde rs.  at
ten orclock today then we shal l .  have
to do our ovrn f ight ing i f  we bre
attacked. I  feel  just ,  l ike f  ight ing.
to see t .he country look so desolate
Rai l  roads torn up houses burnt
br idges torn down and so forth.  we
have traveled night and day since we
lef t  Troy we arr ived at ,  New York at ,  6
orclock and t ,hen l re got on to a
steamboat and sai led t ,h i r ty mi les to
South Amboy arr ived there at ,6 Pl-{  then
we took the cars for  Phi ledelphia
arr i  ved there at  10.  PM had a good
supper then we took the cars for
Bal t imore t raveled al l  n ight  arr ived
at Bal t imore at ,  t0 am stayed there
unt i l  L2z L/2 or c lock at  n ight arr ived
at mart insburgh yesterday a 5 Pl l .

(cont inue on Page 3 )
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HISTORY OF THE HERITAGE CENTER

Nathan Reynolds gave t ,wenty-f  ive
dol lars and the lot  for  the new
l '1 et .hodist  Church which had been
meet ing in the old Chr i  sLian Chape I
and the Swan'schoolhouse. Timbers
from a si lo which was on the property
and new chestnut beams went into the
bui ld ing as i t ,  was bui l t  in 1870. I t
was dedicated on Apr i I  4th L871. I t
cost  $3,242.4I  and was free from debt.

In I877, s id ing was instal led
over the rough exter ior .  In I880r the
walIs of  the church were papered r  the
cei l ing paintedr the woodwor k
varnished and new carpeE put on the
f loor.  The addic ion of  new stoves
brought.  the total  cosE, to $I80!
Church sheds were raised in 1898 and
these were shingled in 1903. A dining
roomr the present balcoolr  was added
in I932.

After t .he group jo ined with the
Presbyter ians to form the Federat  ed
Churchr the oId l ' lethodist  Church was
used as a Youth Center and for rummage
sales by t ,he church. On May L 1 r  1988 ,
the purchase of  the f" lethodist
Episcopal  Church by the Stephentown
Hist ,or ical  Society became off ic ia l .
Named the Stephentown Heri t .age CenE,er r
i t  wi l l  be an educat. ional  center whi le
housing col lect . ions.  The charter
commits the Society to always using
the bui ld ing for th is purpose.

CONGRATULATIONS ON A 6Oth--

What.  a pleasure i t  i  s  to honor a
locaI business that,  has been in t  he
same fami ly for  over 60 years t .he
Walter C. Sykes Store.  Each new
member seems to become i  n vo I  ved a t
some point  in their  I  i  ves .  I  t 's  a
fami ly t radi t ion t ,hat  is  becoming a
rar i ty.

The store has truly become a
"focal  point"  f rom which we plan our
buying r  g ive road direct ions and get a
bi t  of  the day's news. Our
congratulat ions Ri tar Paulr  and
famify.



NEARLY ' 'SOLD OUT,,
Excerpts From
The Berkshire Eagle I  Sat.  r  Sept.  L7 ,
1 988
"The Stephentown Histor ical  Society 's
1989 desk calendar is a winner in
design and cont,ent, .  Clever ly melding
a calendar.  wi th the topical  and
seasonal  essays of  Dave Jacobs and the
pen-and- inks of  Bi l I  Jackson ( they
used t ,o col laborate),  their  ta lents
.give outsiders a warm f .eel ing toward
the New York state rural  community on
Route 22 just  over the Berkshire l ine.
Newspaper readers wi l l  remember the
weekly pieces of  Jacobs on op-ed
page .  .  .  At  least  part ,  of  h is gent le but
wry preachments wi l l  be preserved
longer on heavier stock which is less
biodegradable than newsprint .  .  .Doo
Bowman, the soc iety t  s nevr president r
says the prof i ts wi l l  help in the
dr ive for  funds to restore the long
vacanE lv lethodist ,  ctrurch t ,he society
purchased this sumr&er for  a
Stephentown Heri t ,age Center.  "

THANK YOU.. .Many Ehanks t ,o Eva Mayer
and Jan Grant,  for  help at  the recent
Jiminy Peak "showcase" sale.  Only 200
calendars now remain.  Orders for
Chr istmas may be phoned to In i  pr ioE r
733-5L22 or Sylv ia Leibensperger,
7 33-5 716 .  By Oct,  .  I  2th,  800
caLendars had been sold for  $4400.00.
Pr int ing and envelope cost,s came to
$2f65.00r wi th a present prof i t  of
$2235.00. One last  ef ' for t  f rom
enthusiast ic SHS salesmen should net a
$ 3000. O0 plus succesb.

SUCCESS STORY
The day nas cool  r  but  sunny and

travelers and nlocals '  shopped with
enthusiasm at the Oct.  9th Tag SAIe at
Dave Desormeauxrs on Rt,e 43. The
prof i t  of  $384.00 goes toward the
Heri tage Center restorat ion.

FOR GIFT GIVING

Bicentennial  Album $
Ref lect ions S
( Stephen Van Rensselaer )
Album I  S
Bicentennial  Plat ,e $
|  89 Ca lendar $

Phone 7 33-6L26

6. O0
10.00

4. OO
4.00
7 .50

Money and Labor is Making
The Dream Come True

These are exci t , ing t , imes for the
Heri tage Center.  hJi th the contract
Iet  for  the much needed roof repairr
members volunt,eered t ime to help wi th
const,ruct ion and repair  inside the
bui ld ing.  We need someone who feels
comfortable on a ladder to patch the
chancel  reof.

We wi l l  move ahead with
restorat ion as monies f rom the fund
dr ive come in.  These are l is ted on
the back of  the pledge card you
rece i  ved.

As much work as possible wi l l  be
done this fa l l r  but  unt i l  we have
suff ic ient  funds to reu/ i re,  insulat .e
and instal l  a furrdc€r the winEer
months wi l l  make working there
impossibLe. Every member has a
responsibi t i t .y  to do his or her part
monetar i ly  or  as a voLunteer.  Help us
make our dream come true.

DID YOU KNOW
t{hen the United States House of

Representat ivets rules were
promulgatedr the North did not wish to
include blacks and the South r
real  i  z  ing they would have more
representat ives i  f  their  s laves vtere
countedr fought to increase the count.
A compromise btas reached and al I

negroes were counEed as 3/5 of  a man-



We are 19 mi les f rom Harpers Ferry bre
past t .hrough the i  r  yesterday and saw
where old John Brown had a batt le.  f
th ink that  I  shal l  l ike i t  here i t  is
a heal thy place t ,here is about 1200
Soldiers here t ,hat  have been here
about three monEhs and only three men
have died in the t ime. I  feel  f i rst
rate th is morning consider ing how I
s lept .  I t  is  very cold here nights
but we shal l  have some tents to s leep
in to night i f  nothing happens. The
boys are a gett ing their  guns this
morning we have got some l ight  ones
they only weigh I  pounds I  shal  I  have
to hurry up my let  ter  and go and get
mine. I  Shal l  be glad when we get
dr i l led so Ehat we can skirmish
around. The next let ter  I  wr i te I
wi l l  wr i te al I  the part iculars.  you
must answer th is as soon as convient.
For I  feel  axious about hear ing f rom
you that you and E11a are wel l  you
need not worry about me Lucy because
i t  wi I l  not  do any good. They hav6
just  cal led us t ,o get our guns and I
cannot wr i te any more.
Affect .  ionately r  louE husband r  Calv in

CaIvin Adams Haynesr €nl isted in the
125th Regiment of  Infantry-New York
State,  which wa.s mustered at  Troy r
because he fel t  i t  was his dut.y to
f ight  for  h is country.  He was in
Company Er recrui ted f rom Sand .Lake r
Hoags Coro€FS r Nassau and Stephentown.
He f  ought in the "Army of  t ,he Patomac "
unt, i l  1863 when he was commissioned
2nd Lt .  in the 25th Uni ted States
Color Infantry.  He was then promoted
to a Ist  Lt , .  and served in the D'ept.
of  the Gulf .  Af ter  h is discharge in
Dec. r  1865, he went on to be a leading
Cus t ,  om House broke r  i  n New York Ci  t  y.
He was the son of  Dr.  John M. Haynes
and Theresa Adams Haynes and rrras
marr ied t ,o Hannah Lucy Al len of
Stephentourn.  Their  daughter EI la
marr ied Wi l l iam H. Atwater and he is
survived by 18 great-great
grandchi ldren in Stephentown and New
L e banon .
CaIvin wrote 27 let ters which have
been preserved. The preceding is a
copy of  one of  h is let tersr  as
wri t ten.

C;oW of ow First'Dhectory ryoz
COLUMBI.A AND RENSSEIAER

TELEPHONE COMPAI.IY
\[/encn Fowler, Managcr

CENTRAL OFHC$aWreSr LEBANON N. Y.

? SUESCRIEERS T
rtehphone tr at tl|r tloc ln orlgforl loeatlon

LEBAISON SPBINGS
Columble lhll.

oTacodc lnn W. SL lavreae
Bertchho Isn.

W. SL larrcnee
C T. Ilenlnsay. Stotl
A. R ClarE & Son Lumbcr
Ilalsht Bros. Storc
P. !'lanaseD. lL D.
B. Ir Yen Buren.'lf- D.

NEW LEBANON
oTbe Tlldel Co

$ B. HenlswaY. Stora
Cber hrtaam" 

- 
Drug Storc

T. J. Clcland. lL D.
Bev.IVm. n Todd. Resldenec
Iseee f. Ilalght Restdenee

.Fatber Sberidar Besldencc

.P. Casbuen Hotel
tJ. IL Cor. .Berldcnce

S:IEPEENTOIfN
VendcrDullt Eoura Barlnr
Bdob Roe Store
C A. Clrdoaer, lt D.

CARFIELI)
Cher. E YarY. Store

.Elbert Batemal" Ilealdenee

NEW LEBANON CENTRE

'rL B. Adamr. Dllll
.L D. Parler. Recldence

A- & Halght. Reeldcnce
L & BslibL l)een Ferm
/L 8. EdEht SDler Ferm
A- S.IIatgbL Edght Farm

.IV. E Do-nuelly. Ilerldeuce

TTOUTSI L'EBANON
.North Ferully. Shaterr
.Coureb l'araily. Shahers
.Seeoad Fonili. Shakerr

Albet Elpp. Canren SbaEers

If,ESI I,EBAIION
oWrnea Forrler. Celtrsl OEce

Dtnct eouneetlons rrltb Albanr, Chatham' Eudsgn. Trqs'
Plttr[eld- - Ncw lorlq Boston rad ell Dolnts coreBod -Dli- tDe
Iludson -Rlrer, !iew- Ilngland end Am-erle:n IleU Tcleplrone
Conpnlcr.

.SL EIno IIotCL

.A. Ross Rlder. Resldenee
E. E Sauoders. Resldence
New Lebaaon Cleanrery..John Ederea ltltl

.Horatlo Iland- Ilegldence
Fraulr Fellose llasldcnee
f. rL Bateman. Resldenee
H. I. Siurnous. Resldenee
DaYld Blgelos. Resldenee

.H. C. Bull. Store
Clras. Dudlon&

BRAI}f.rND
.Rnllro:rd Stctlon

Crouch'r Hotel.
.E B. Ames & Son.

Coat & Lumber
E S. Comstocli Resldence
O. SL Grates. Store
Geo. Grares. Shlrt lrlfs.
W. D. Barnes. Paper Ittill

F-tsT !i..rss.{u
Nelson lFebster. AttorneY
Itt. A. BeDDetL l[illr
It'. Itt. Johnson, JI. D.

.Itt. R. Irllllins- Storc
Geo. Grares. Sblrt FoctorY

NASSAU
O. F. Burrousbs. Drug Store

.\'assau House. H. !{. Sultlr
Iloshtrt Dros. Bottllng \Torlis
Wlnters tsros Por\ I)ealerr

'lV. Grisn'old. Itt D.
C. Ven Sallsbur5 Undertaler

CANAAN

SEE YOU AT THE CHRISTMAS PARTY- Dec.
5thr 6:30 PU at the Town Hal l .  Br ing
a covered dish.  The fest iv i t , ies ni l l
include old music hal l  songs r  carols r
some ganes, & g i  f t  exchange .



VIARN I NG
The oId f  ami ly scrapbook-t ,he Eype

of album wit  h photographs secured by
t ,hose I i t t ,  le phot,o cornersr is st , i l I
the best way to preserve PicEures.

The most,  popular tYPe of  Phot,o
album-the "magnet,  ic  "  type wi th pages
of plast ic that .  Iay over t ,he photos is
very hazardous to phoEos.

AIso dest,ruct ive are imPorted
photo q. lbums with s l ip- in pocket
pages; chemicals in these Pages can
completely fade a photograph in three
t,o f ive years.

PhoEography professionals saY
that many albums are so chemical  lY
harmful  to phoLos they shou Id carry a
labet reading UWARNING The Arch i  ve
General  has determined t ,hat  PvC and
magnet ic pages are.  hazardous to your
her i tage " .

, t6tO/. ta
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ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE STEPHENTOWN
HISTORICAL SOCIETY?

JOIN TODAY !

'88 membership caEegories and dues
a re as fo l  lows :

f  ndiv idual  Member $ 3 ' .00
Contr ibut ing Member $ 15.00
Business/Organizat ion $ 25.00
L i  fe Member S 100. 00

Dues are payable annual ly each
January.  Checks payable to S. H. S. 1 c/  o
SyIvia Leibensperger r  Box 3l  3 1 West
Rd.r  Stephentownr N.Y.r  12168.

Meet, ings are held at  the Town Hal l  on
Bhe f i rst  Monday evening of  each
month.  Read The Echo and watch
bul let in boards for up-to-date
informat ion.

ot* 
s

EXECUTIVE BOARD 1988
Off icers:

Presidents Don Boyman
Recording Secys Linda Holder
Correg. Secy: CIaire l {at tE
Treagurer:  El len Leuia
Educal ion Coordinator:  Jan Grant

Edi tore:  Virgina Atrrat ,errKlaug
aurgiRuth LeabrDick LevisrLaura Zuack
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