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PAmm{ PRf\ffffiGEs.
In HoIIard ttrere was i-n 1629 a grild of
wealthy nerctrants knor,rin as the West
India cornpany. Conscious that by right
of discovery the cormtrlr adjacent to the
river ocplored by Hudson 20 years
previously was a trnssession of ttrclland,
the association petitioned the
Iegislative bodies of the United
Provinces to grant it tlre occlusive
privilege for 24 years of taking dtarge
of ttris territory and of developing by
neans of emigrants its agrricultural and
mineral products. Ttris petition was
granted, and by the povters onferred by
it tlre West India company issued its
charter of Iiberties and ocernptions
r:nder which the colonization of the
possessions of the Drtch in rcrt}l
America @an.
Ingr-riring persons will find in this
charter of tLre West India cornpany
valuable inforrnation regarding the
inducements offered to emigrrants ard
hfrat gave the patroons t}re pnoprietary
right to suctr o<tensive tracts of lardt
as that of the IIErrpr of Rensselaerwick,
frcrn which Rensselaer county was
erected. Ttris inportant instrument
provided ttrat any person ratp wished to
becqne a patroon rl,ould be cbliged to
give notice of his intention to tlte
cqnpany, aDd that he r'rould nct be
entitled to the absolute property right
of such lands on vitrich he intended to
settle colonists, Lf , &Eing tlre four
years following the giving of this
notice, 50 souls, upuards of 1 5 years of
dger r,uere rpt living thereon; one-for:rtkt
of ttre above nr-unber during the f irst
year and ttre rernainder the succeeding
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IMPCRIANT CInIGE

General neetings of the Stephentonin
Historical Society will be held ttp 1 st
Ibnday of each nrrnttr at 7: 30 Pryl. Mark
your calendar now!
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three years. The patroons were allowed
for those colonies a tract of land on
one side of a navigable river, four
Drtch or twelve English miles in otent,
or two Drtch or six English miles on
each side of a river, and utrich tracts
were to extend so far into the cruntry
as thre situation of thre occupiers
permitted. The West India cornpany also
agreed to transport enigrants and tkreir
effects frqn HoIIand at a stipulated
pricei and the animals and instruments
necessaRf for farming, free of freight.
The cornpany also granted to all patroons
who should desire the safite thre right to
hold the tracts of lands settled by them
as an eternal heritage, which they could
transmit to ttreir heirs by testament.
Tkre charter further provided that the
patroons and olonists should in
particular and in the speediest manner
endeavor to find ways and rreans vhereby
they might support a minister ard
schoolrnaster, that ttre serrzice of C€d
and zeal- for religion might not gro\,\l
old and be neglected anxrng tkrern.
AII thre colonies were reguired, dt least
once in every 12 npnths, to rnake an
exact report of their condition to the
West India company.
Thte qnpany also stipulated, on certain
conditions that it would use its best
efforts to supply tlre colonists wittr as
many blacks as it conveniently could
after ttre land had been occupied by a
colony.
As a rreans to protect rnanufacturers of
HoIIand, the colonists were not
perndtted to rnake any woolen, linen or
crctton cloth, nor weave any otJrer
stuffsr otr pain of banishment.
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EALENDAR OF EVENIS

HOLIDAY MEMEDIIOS AND
PCIIT,UCK
Heritage Center, 6z30PM

Hc[/i STEPHMilTO!{N CHANGED
Heritage Center , 7 230 PM

HISTORTC HCIJSES OF NEhI LBANOI!
Heritage Center , -7 z30P[4

CIJR OV']I{ PA^STS
Heritage Center , 7:30P14

POILUCK SUPPR AND TAIiK:
GEORGE WASHINGIoT{, S SECRgf
ARIVIY OF SPIES
Heritage @nter , 6230P['l

ARMCTIATR TOTJR OF
RM{SSETAM
Heritage Center, 7 z30PM

HISTORY OF SMGWICK INN
Heritage Center, 7 z30PM
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WISH IJST: VCR IN WORKING OODIDITIO{
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ETSI(ruCEL SIE T H'EVXS

Ttre 14th anrrual Sme[Wf,Rf EfESffVAL was
held on JuIy 2 at Zemars, a u,eek later
ttran originally planred. The belriqs
needed the extra tfurc to fully ripen.
Ttre GAEIE|ESI held on JuIY 29 was a
great success r as was the IAG Se[.,E on
Septernber 2. In ttre midst of these
projects our anntral fttr|D IRfVE was held.
our thanks to everyone vtro supported ard
helped rnake these events a success.

***************
HERITAGE CEIVIER, T'PINtrE

Itre haII to the back door is taped'
plastered and painted. Iktis painting
was done by Astrid Smi$I who also did
tlre kitchen painting.
Linoleun is sti[ needed in several
areas. Closets and strelves are still rpt
conpleted.
Ttre 18 pieces of Ie><an for storm windovrs
v€re a @neral Electric donation
acguired ttrrough Abe Phelps. Ihis
represented $4000 in savings to the
Society. Elecause of tttis effort on our
behalf , ttre nernbers voted an honorarlt
nembership to 'Abe.

****************
PRGRED! Atr IIIE IJERERY

Leoendary For:nders of New York:
me Influence of ttre Drtch bY Dr.

earIY
Dutch doqnr€nts.
Ii&rvember 1 5, (wednesday ) 7: 30 PD! at the
Libra:ry.

***************
SPREAD TTIE Yre

Did you ]<now that vre have a lilational
Archives Facility just over tlre hiII in
Pittsfield? Regional hrildings suctt a.s
ttris are located throughout ttre count-lart
rpt just for ttre use of our gpverilrent
but for ttre use of ttre public at large.
Itre hrilding at 100 hn Fiox Drive was
built in 1994 and has over 55'000 rolls
of microfilm on such toPics as the
papers of ttre Continental- Congresst
Revolutionary War Military Senrices and
pension files. Genealogy researchers can
view €nsus trrreau recordsr inrnigration
docr.unents and strip passenger lists.
Staff and rrclunteers are eager to answer
guestions and give direction. Hours are
fO-g lbnday-F"iday and 10-9 ttre 1st
Wednesday of everlr ntcnttt.

*************

Betty Jean Anderson atterded a workshop
at the Clark Institute of Art this past
spring. She is willing to strare
information on keeping ilrportant
papers frcrn deterioratirg, You may
phone her at 733-6600.

*************

TAMIrc \TAI,LET ARTTNACTS

Just for:r years agor William llars, of
Stephentovin Center, becane interested in
searching for artifacts left behird by
ttpse vtp settled the Taconic Valley. He
used a metal detector in fields, on
nountains, and in dooryards of old
houses ard at cellar holes rernaining
frcm early drcllings. Bill is careful to
ask perrnission of ttre o$mer of the
pnoperty and to give tlre ovuner ttte first
chance at anything found. Norrnally, the
pn:operty or^rners decline, and BitI is
able to add the artifacts to his
ollection. Bill is careful to disturb
the site as little as possible when
removing the iterns b'y replacing the
plugs of soil.
lrltrcn iterns are found there is the
guestior as to utry they were in ttnt
particular location. Bill 's reed for
researctr has led him to history books
ard other accounts of local lore. He has
for:rd the history to be as fascinating
as the artifacts. Ttere are rnagazines
for collectors of early Anericart
artifacts and o<perts uitro are happy to
identify ard date objects. BiIl has
asked erperts to evaluate vftrat he has
found ard that, usually leads him in
searctr of ttre wtple story.
Alttrougtr irqr objects ntay rrrst, many
have been for:nd in good condition.
Itenrs of brass are found in better
ondition ard can be cleaned to lok
alnrcst ne\^r. BilI cleans off ttre dirtt
usually leaving ttrern the way ttrcy are,
rather than trrying to polish ttrem until
Iittle is left.
lfooden hand"Ies frqn a)ces and hes have
rotted avray but heaw a)ce heads and
primitive hoes have been found
tturoughout ttre valley. O'ttrer tols ard
spikes have been found. A thin, hrt
still stnrp wealpn head frqn ttre Ftenctt

ontinued ql [Xt. 4



ontinued frcrn P1. 2

ard Indian War is a treasure. AIso found
was a strarp, pointed blade that was a
pike attached to a long PoIe. Thtis
was r:sed by soldiers. A leg iron and
chain was fourd in occellent condition
sr:nriving the ravages of the weattter.
Ttris is a reminder that many of the
Iarge landhrolders kept slaves.
Ittarry metal buttons were for:nd, and a few
bear the rnarks of a political campaigrn
ard \^tere actually used to button
clottring. There were buckles for lmee
breeches, shoes ard waist belts. Watch
fobs and war nedals, rings lost vhile
working, spoons, forks and barrel
spigots often turn up when searching.
Ttrere were also oxen bells and brass
prongs for ox horns. A few oins, upon
closer examination were for:nd to be
ounterfeit. BiII found that a
counterfeit ring had operated in the
valley a long time ago.
Ttre early settlers worked hard frcm davm
to dusk and we find threir implements and
tools near their honres. We also f ind
indications ttrat tkrey for:nd npments of
enjolrrent.

by Pat Bowrnan
****************
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Membership categories
as follows:

Individual I'lernber
Contributing Mernber
Bus ines s /Organi zation
Life Member

and dues

$5.00
$1 5.00
$25.00

$1 00. 00

We hope you will join us this year.
Checks payable to Stephentorm Historical
Society, P.O. Box 11 , Stephentovrn, Isf
121 68

******************

YOUR 1996 DIES ARE DtrE JAI,IUARY 1, 1996.
AVOID TI{E HOLIDAY RUSH !

******************
Meetings are held at the Heritage Center
each rnmtLr. Read your Newsletter, Thre
Echo and watch bulletin boards for
up-to-date program inforrnation.
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