





BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Officers:
President Bill Jennings 733-5923
Vice-President Beverley McClave 733-5170
Recording Secretary Jim Dwyer 733-5061
Corresponding Secretary Libby Kogan 733-6662

Treasurer Howard Leibensperger 733-5716
Trustees:

Betty Feathers (413) 637-4435

Wyatt Haley 733-5771

Helen Koepp 733-5640

Joan McMillan 658-9218

Alan White 733-5250

Bill Zimmerman 794-8430
Committee Chairpersons:
Cemeteries Wyatt Haley 733-5771

Alan White 733-5250
Collections Sally Fox 733-5817
Fundraising Sylvia Leibensperger  733-5716
Genealogy Virginia Atwater 733-5136
Heritage Center Betty Feathers (413) 637-4435
Membership Beverley McClave 733-5170
Nominating Al Silvernail /33-5255
Newsletter Bill Zimmerman 794-8430
Program Pat Bowman (413)"738-5420
Refreshments Sylvia Leibensperger ~ 733-5716
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EVENTS THIS SUMMER
July 5 17th Annual Strawberry Festival -
Zema’s Too, Route 22 1-5pm

Join us for shortcake, low-edl) salt-free,
or high-test. And conversation to match

July 25 Exhibit - Stephentown Historical
Society - 25th Anniversary
Stephentown Heritage Center -
10th Anniversary

9th Annual Juried Craftfest -
Stephentown Volunteer Fire
Department Muster Field &
Pavilion, Grange Hall Road
10 am - 4 pm
High-quality craftspersons and
discriminating shoppers make the
Craftfest a special event. Christmas
ideas abound.

August 1

September S Tag Sale -Gardner’s Field, Route 22
(Rain Date 9am-3 pm
September 7) A highlight of the Labor Day weekend,
it’s still warm enough to exchange your
castoffs for someone else’s treasures.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Program Chairperson Pat Bowman continues to inspire
us with outstanding educational and entertaining
programs in a wide variety of historical fields. We look
forward to the results of her continuing searches for
outstanding talent in our own and neighboring towns.
And we also know that she would appreciate some
assistance. If you know of an interesting speaker or
topic, please don’t keep it a secret. Contact Pat and
volunteer to set up a program for a meeting. All
programs and events are held at the Stephentown
Heritage Center and begin at 7:30 pm unless otherwise
specified.

Monthly Programs:
July 6 The Making of Route 20
August 3 Chatham - Railroad Village

Septermiber'14 Organs, Church and Other
Qgtober 5 Floorcloths
November 2 , Old Ways - New Ways

Decemberf7” ,~ Holiday Potluck - Party
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

January 1 - December 31

Membership €ategories and dues are:

Individual Member $ 5.00
Contributing Member 15.00
Business/Organizational Member 25.00
Life Member 100.00

Please join us this year. Make your tax-deductible
check payable to:

Stephentown Historical Society
P.O. Box 11
Stephentown, NY 12168

Monthly meetings are held at the Heritage Center,
generally on the first Monday of the month. Check your
Newsletter, local newspapers, and bulletin boards for
current program information.

Save This Sheet for Reference




Grandma Climbed the Family Tree
by Virginia Day McDonald
Macon, GA

There's been a change in Grandma, we've noticed as of late.
She's always reading history, or jotting down some date.
She's tracing back the family, we'll all have pedigrees.
Grandma's got a hobby, she's climbing family trees.

Poor Grandpa does the cooking, and now, or so he states,
He even has to wash the cups and the dinner plates.
Well, Grandma can't be bothered, she's busy as a bee,
Compiling genealogy for the family tree.

She has no time to babysit, the curtains are a fright.

No buttons left on Grandpa's shirt, the flower bed's a sight.
She's given up her club work, the serials on TVa

The only thing she does now-a-days is climb,thesfamily tree.

The mail is all for Grandma, it comes frem fiear and far.
Last week she got the proof she needs to4oin the DAR.
A monumental project - to that we,all‘agree,

A worthwhile avocation - to climbithe family tree:

There were pioneers and‘patriots mixed with our kith and kin,

Who blazed the paths ofi#ilderness and fought through thiekjand thin,
But none more staunch thén Grandma, whose eyes lightupywath glee
Each time she finds aduissing branch fef the family tree,

To some it's just & hobby, to, Grandma it's much more.

She learns the joys and heartaches of thoseswho went before.
They loved, they lost, they laughed, they(wept- and now you see,
They live again in spirit around the family tfee.

At least she's nearly finished, and we are each exposed.

Life will be the same again, this we all suppose.

Grandma will cook and sew, serve crullers with our tea.
We'll have her back, just as before that wretched family tree.

Contributed by Pauline Shunk
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In this our 25th Anniversary year, the Society Laurence Dubin
would like to honor all of its members - Life, 1945 - 1997
Individual, Contributing, and Business. Five of our
original Charter Members are still active: Ed Fox, Lillian Bassett
Cal Kenyon, Helen Lapp, and Al Silvernail, with 1918 - 1998
Sally Fox serving as Curator of Collections. We
now have 66 Life Members and 5 Honorary Life Joe Cole
Members. The funds raised from your dues go a 1909 - 1998
long way in helping with the everyday expenses of
running the Heritage Center. Won’t you consider at Gladys Deamer Gooley
this special time making an investment in our future 1912-1998

by becoming a Life Member? The $100 fee, which
has not risen in many, many years, goes into an
endowment fund. This fund is not spent but accrues
interest to protect the solid foundation that we have
built over our first quarter century. Become a Life
Member and never again be bothered with the
hassle of annual dues! - Beverley McClave

Mystery Photo

Can you identify any of the people (students or teachers) in this(phGtograph from the Heritage Center’s
archives? The photograph of a Mount Whitney Schiool class wag,takemby E. Q. Tuttle of Stephentown between
1881 and 1892. Contact Sally Fox at 733-5812\f¥eu recognize afiy,family (or other) characteristic.




CHARTER MEMBERS - 1973

Margo Andsch
Janet Atwater
Agnes Coates
Suzie Cooper
Greer Fitting

Edward A. Fox

Sally Fox
Ann Gantz
Harold Hager
Gladys R. Howe
Mrs. Kenneth James
Calvin J. Kenyon
Helen Lapp
Cynthia Pease
Frances G. Rathbun
Donna Sidor
Albert J. Silvernail
Irene Silvernail
Thelma O. Tomlinson
Ulysses Sweener
Edwin Wheeler

4131909

Post Office Box 11
Stephentown, N.Y. 12168

Editors:
Virginia Atwater
Klaus Burg
Ruth Leab
Richard Lewis
Bill Zimmerman

ANNUAL FUND DRIVE

The 1998 Annual Fund Drive is under way. This
year’s goal is $5000. The S-year plan is in place that
will finish the restoration of the tin ceiling and walls by
the end of 2000 (less than 3 years away). This year’s
contributions will be used for exterior painting and
continued work on the restoration of the interior.
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HERITAGE CENTER WISH LIST
WANTED

Pictures of the Methodist Episcopal Church before it
became the Stephentown Heritage Center - before the
balcony was added, when it was used as a Youth Center,
and when it was used for rummage sales.

Do you have an hour or two available per month? Of
course. We all have a few spare moments, even in these
busy times. Sally and Betty have many tasks, large and
small, that are looking for your talents. Everything from
maintenance to cleaning to filing to organizing to
keyboardingy(and programming). Please call Sally at
733-5817 or. the Heritage Center at 733-6070.





