
Stephentown
Ilistodcal Societv

Newslettet
Vol V,Issue I Februarv 2003

2OT2 AI{NUAL REPORT
This year's officers were:

Beverley McClave
Donna Mullet
Bonnie Buddenhagen

Caroline White
Isabel Krebs

The trustees were:
Alvin Berry
Patricia Flint
William Jennings

President
Vice-President

Recording
Secretary
Treasurer

Corresponding Secretary

Helen Koepp
Beverly Liebenow

Dale Riggs
It was a quiet but exciting year with pro$ams and events. We were
finally recognized by New York State with a new blue sign at the
intersection of Route, 43 and Garfield Road indicating our location.
Since both the Stephentown Memorial Library and the Society have
intemet connections, we allowed the library to link to our website to
forward inquiries anyone might have into genealory or any other
related question. The internet is a large source of information and
inquiries from the general public.
We were saddened to learn of the death of Lillie Van Rensselaer in
December 2001. She was the wife of the late Stephen Van
Rensselaer V, and together they were our Grand Marshals in the
Bicentennial Parade. Quite surprisingly this year we were notified of
a bequest on her behalf. After several months of discussions with

(Continued on Page 2)



2002 ANNUAL REPORT (Continued)

lawyers and bankers, with accompanying forms, we became the
proud recipients of four Van Rensselaer treasures: (1) a gold-framed
1787 Indenture signed by Stephen Van Rensselaer for a land lease to
Aaron Ostrander; (2) a pair of gold-trimmed plates with the Van
Rensselaer crest in the middle; (3) a book, Albany Chronicles; and
(4) a miniature portrait of Stephen I. The indenture has now been
reframed in its original frame but with UV-protected Plexiglas and
acid-frce mounting. It was nice to find a handwntten note from Lillie
or Stephen stating to whom it was being given. That was also left
intact. It will be placed inside another moveable frame that will
allow one to read both sides of the document.
After determining the age of the fuel oil tank and its location
underground, the Board decided to replace it with a new 5O0-gallon
tank-within-a-tank, thus avoiding any possible environmental
problem that could occur with leakage. The price of $4000 for this
project determined that it would be our sole capital expenditwe this
year. Another smaller project for the year was to install a water filter,
removing odor from the drinking water.
The July covered dish supper provided the opportunity for a long
overdue tribute to Betty Feathers for her 2lyears of dedicated service
to the Society. The surprise was successful and came to an emotional
conclusion when Betty realized the packed house, including her son
Ken and his family frorn Connecticut, were all there to honor her. It
has been a distinct pleasure to have Betty's expertise and knowledge
leading the way for us newcomers.
The Board's decision to move the exhibit to the full to enable
elementary school students' attendance proved fruitless. This year's
school budget cutbacks prohibited any extra field trips, and
curriculum guidelines mandate appropriateness to the current year's
subject matter. However, the Stephentown Churches Exhibit did see
64 visitors. The highlights of the exhibit were the beautifui scale
models of all of our churches, painstakingly assembled by Betty
Feathers and Bill Zimmerman and the orisinal boards that lined the

(Continued on Page 3)



CORPORA.TE THANK YOU

Thesocietywouldl iketothankthefol lowingStephentown
businessesthatcontributedtoourannualfunddriveit2002:

Atlantis EquiPment

Berkshire Mountain House

Taconic TelePhone CorPoration

The BerrY Patch

Zema's NurserY

2002 ANNUAL REPORT (Continued)

ourfunddr ivemai l ingwasagainsuccessfulwi thatotalof
s5.049.84. Our sincere thanks to everyone who supports us'

(Continued on Page'l)
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The very interesting array of programs for the year brought in 367
people. Continued credit and thanks go to Pat Bowman, Program
-Cftui.*an 

and her committee. We also saw a continued influx of
parents and children visiting the Center to do research for a school
project. It is reassuring to see the parents discovering something nery

i..utty historic) abouitheir town-that they never knew before. We
were also fortunate to have a student volunteer from the high school
choose our organization to do her 30 hours of community service
work, What a boon for me to catch up on much-needed paperwork.

True to what seems to be the trend in most organizations, a small
core group of people is carrying the major load' As the adage says,
ask a busy person to do a job and it will get done. Those few enjoy
the work, but we still need to continue reaching out to get more
members and residents involved in our work. As you will see in our
Newsletter there are many positions still needing to be filled. In
order to continue our mission we must not give the hungry person a
fish to eat but instead teach him how to fish. It has been my distinct
pleasure to serve as your President for the past four years> but I did
not encourage many fishermen. Please help by instilling a sense of
enthusiasm for our town and its history among yoty friends and
neighbors. In that personal way I hope we can encourage more
participation and greater accomplishments in the future.

Respectfully submitted,

Beverley B. McClave, President

* *  *  InMemoriAm* * *

Oliver Hyatt
1916 -2002

Alan White
1934 -20A2
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program *"*p**1^11.1*-:t "kTxtn -insgire us with
outJtanding pro$ams in a wide variety of historical fields. Meredith

Rhindress and 
-Isabel 

Krebs help Pat in her continuing searches for

outstanding talent in our own and neighboring towhs' All programs and

events are held at the Stephentown Heritage Center on the first Monday of

the month and begin at 7:30 pm unless otherwise specified'

March 3
April7
May 5

Date Program

February 3 Guess Who

June 2 Ropemaking in America
July 7 Summer Potluck SuPPer
6:30 pm Shaker Music

June 29

August 2

Provider

Bring a Childhood
Picture

Mike Speranza
Bring a Ilish to Sher€
Christian Goodwiilie

Glass Bottles David Buddenhagen
Beads and Furs Ken Kullman
Bent and Broken Rocks with Reinhard "BudD
Dirt on Top Wobus

***********

SPECIAL EVENTS THIS YEAR

22nd Annual Strawberry Festival-
The Berry Patch of Stone Wall Hill Farm
Route 22 12 - 4 pm

Shortcake, ice cream, good company, and more

14th Annual Juried Craftfest-
Fire Deparhent Muster Fietd & Pavilion
Grange Hall Road 10 am - 4 Pm

High-quallty uaftspersons arid discriminating shoppers make the
Craftfest a special event Shop early for Chrishnas

Aug 30 Tag Sale -

@ain Date Gardner's Field
Sept 1) Route 22 9 am - 3 Pm

' 
Strtt the weekend off right. Exchange your castoffs for someone
else's treasures - or vice versa

Fri & Sat - Exhibit -
gn} -fi125 Heritage Center

Garfield & StaPles Road t -4pm
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

794-8430
733-5716
733-9295
733-593s
733-5935

Trustees:
Patricia Flint
Bill Jennings
Beverly Liebenow
Beverley Mc{lave
Judith Pierson
Dale Riggs

C ommittec Chairuersons:
Cemeteries
Collections
Fundraising
Ge,nedogy
Heritage Center
LandscaPing
MenrberdhiP
Nominating
Newsletter
Prograut
Refreshmerrts

733-5871
733-5923
733-5517
733-5770
n3-A96
733-6772

Help Wanted
Hetp SCrtl Needed
Help Wanted
Vireinia Atwater
Beierley McClave
Millie Smittt
Sylvia LeibarsPerger
Help Wanted
Bill Zirnmerman
Pat Bowman
Alice Mather,
Ruth Leab

733-5136
733-s110
658-2605
733-s716

794-8430
(413) 738-5420

733-5668
133-6562

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Membershin cafeeories and dues (January I - December 31):

IndividualMember $ 5'00

Contributing Membo t5'00

Business/Organizational Member 25'00

Life Member 100'00

PleaserememberthatContributingandLifememberships,likelndividual
iii\ersttips, are for individuals, not couples'

Pleasejoinusthisyear.Makeyourtax.deductiblecheckpayableto:
StePhentown Historical SocietY
P.O. Box 11
StePhentown, NY 12168



RECENT PROGRAMS

August 5 - The Battle of Saratoga
stuart Murray, author of rhe Honor of command and. 2l other

historical books and resident of Berlin, described the people and events
surrounding the Battle of Saratoga on october 17, 1777. Most established

August 21 - Lindenwald, Van Alen House Tours
Martrn van Bruen (1782 - 1862) was apprenticed to a lawyer n 1796,

became one in 1802, and became president in 1g37. Lindenwald was built
n 1797 and expanded several times. The family's exhavagant tastes
included a 44x18 dining room with an accordion tablq a coffLemaker, a
flushable toile! a copper bathtub, and a four-story staircase. No wonder
van Buren was known as the Red Fox of Kinderhook and the Magician.

Just north of Lindenwald is m order Dutch colonial home built n 1737

with corbels, non-weightbearing brick wans, and an unjambed (no wall)
fireplace. Items in the van Alen House include a senility cradle for
incapacitated elders, a foldup be4 a flax breaker, and a weasel to measure
skeins of yarn. Hence the term "Pop goes the weasel." Katrina van Tassel
of rhe Legend of sleepy Hollow was reputedly one of the Van Alen girls.

September 9 - Stephentown Churches
As a prelude to this year's exhibit, pat and Don Bowman presented a

slide show of the town's churches. The Evangelical community church
began n 1795 on cemetery Hill Road as the stephentown Baptist church.

(Continued on Page 10)



RECENT PROGRAMS (Continued)

Its upper part was 
-o^.*O 

*'t'" present location in 1848' and a basement

uilt in Lebanon Springs in 1852 and

rted its 150th armiversary this year'

ceiling were added circa 1930' along

.uppJrr. lt became the StePhentown H

Hisiorical SocietY in 1988'

t.tittt 
#$t'ffin*,o*o Baptrst church was buiit in r*zs and

's removed and the sanctuary reversed'

e double aisle became a center aisle'

was moved to Stephontown Center ir

closed a few Years ago' and its

Stephentown BaPtis Church'

October 7 - Local GenealogY Files

Eric ShYer infioduced us to automat

*if"" iu"tity history and is applyinl

Gravestone file by entering its exter

website data bases like Ancestry'con

November 4 - MeneelY Bells

(ConunuedonPage 11)



RECENT PROGRAMS (Continued)

(Watervliet). In 1826 a rift between brothers gave rise to a competing
Foundry in West Troy. The Watervliet foundry produced 85,000 bells, the
Troy facility 25,000. The Senior Center in Watervliet holds the oldest
known Meneely belt (1832). The heaviest, 66,000 pounds, is in Kentucky.
The last facility closed in 1950. Now US bells are cast in Holland.

December 2 - Sfurterklaus

Following ow Christnas Pot Luck Supper, a tall man appearcd in a mitre,
stole, cloals, cinctr, beard, wig, slippers, and crosier, Richmd Walsh of the
Albany lnstitute of History and Art described St. Nicholas (27I - 343), a
bishop in Asia Minor. The legend of St. Nicholas grew from a man who
allegedly restored three murdered boys to life, paid the dowries of poor
girls. and calrned the seas for sailors. December 6, the Feast Day of St.
Nicholas, corrunffnorates the death of this patron saint of seamen. The
ffadition of St. Nicholas migrated across Europe to Spain and Holland, and
St. Nicholas became Sinterklaus, who dispensed gifts to good little boys
and girls.

l - - -  -  - -  - - - - -  - -
l l. ztd exNUAL ,

! rt*owBERRY FE'TIVAL

The Berry Putch of
Stone WaU Hill Farm

Route 22
Stephentown

Sunday, June 29
Noon - 4 p.m.

- l - t - l - r - t -a- l -




