





SHS Supports Library’s Sum-
mer Reading Program

The Historical Society is pleased to
support, in a small way, the Stephen-
town Memorial Library’s summer
reading program for children and
teens. Sponsored by the NY State
Libraries, the objective is to encourage
kids to read. The theme this year is
Get a Clue.

Library Director Mary Jo Daly and
Bev McClave selected six items from
the SHS collection that will be displayed
in the library. Each time they visit the
library, youngsters will be given a
new clue about the objects and en-
couraged to research them Those
correctly identifying the items will
receive a prize at summer’s end.

In Memoriam
Jonathan D. Tarr
Aug. 8, 1980 - May 19, 2007
Son of Judith and Dana Tarr

New Fall Fundraiser:
Scavenger Hunt
and Harvest Dinner
October 20

The Historical Society’s Board of Directors has devised a
fall fundraiser that promises to be an enjoyable way for
families to have some fun and to learn about Stephentown’s
history. Scheduled from 1 to 4 pm on Saturday, October 20th
at the Heritage Center, the event will enable teams of up to
five members to compete to obtain answers to a series of
historical clues about Stephentown.

Bev McClave is organizing the event and is seeking a few
volunteers with a good knowledge of Stephentown as well as
others to help with othér'aspects of the hunt and dinner.
“We’ll have severalf¢ategories for teams of all ages,”
McClave stated. €It will be a great family event and a
wonderful, furl'way for children to learn a bit of history.”

The cost to'participate will bgy$5 per person, $10 per couple
and $15 for téams, which afe lifnited to five people. Participants
are asked o bring ayegetable or dessert to the Harvest Dinner,
whichwill feature roasgturkey provided by the Stephentown
Historical Society. ‘Eor more infofmation and to volunteer,
call,Bev McClavesat 733-5170.

New Cell Tower Stimulates‘/Rénewed Huntffor Isaac Tinley Grave

Upon receipt of a letter from state authorities inquiring if anghistorical artifacts were in the way of
Stephentown’s proposed new cell tower off Tinley Road, Collections Chair Bev McClave went on the
hunt. On a recent rainy Sunday, Bev and husband Rik drove to the proposed site to see if the grave of
Stephentown’s first black citizen, Isaac Tinley, would be affected by construction of the tower. She
was relieved to find that the remains of Mr. Tinley are outside the construction site.

The gravestone of Tinley, who died on May 8, 1887, at age 68, was transmitted to the Historical So-
ciety for protection in 1991 by the owner of the property at that time, W. J. Cowee, Inc. The stone was
then moved to the Heritage Center. Unfortunately, little is known about Isaac Tinley, a blacksmith. His
lengthy epitaph, engraved on the stone, reads: “Hast thou an arm like God or canst thou thunder with a
voice like him. Deck thyself now with majesty and excellency and array thyself with glory and beauty.
Cast abroad the rags of thy wrath and behold every one that is proud and abase him. Look on every one
that is proud and bring him low and tread down the wicked in their place. Hide them in the dust together
and bind their faces in secret. Then will I also confess unto that thine own right hand can save thee.”
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Tag Sale Set for - VRyer?? ,
Do you think you/can identify the object
Au gu st 11 from the SHS callection in the photograph
below? If s0,£mail your name, phone
Start cleaning out your closets now. The anntil numbgr and’your guess to shs@taconic.net.
Tag Sale will be held on Saturday, August 11 at Wellprint the names of those who guess
Gardner’s Field on Route 22 from 9 am to 3 pm. correctly in the next newsletter.

Setup begins at 8 am, and the rain date is August 12.
An important fund raiser for our organization, the
annual tag sale is a popular community event.

You can donate clean, usable items to the
Historical Society (no appliances or clothing,
please!) or you can purchase your own selling
space for $10. Call Bev McClave at 733-5170
to reserve space, arrange to drop off your
items or for more information.

The Stephentown Heritage Center, normally open from 1 to 4 pm on Fridays, will be closed on
the following dates in 2007: July 4 (Independence Day), October 8 (Columbus Day), November
22 (Thanksgiving), December 25 (Christmas) and January 1, 2008 (New Year’s Day).
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